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It is amazing to ponder that most of us had never heard of Tom Moore twelve months ago.  

Yet, this Wednesday, many people gathered on their door steps to clap in appreciation for 

all that he did in the midst of the pandemic, and acknowledge his willingness to offer all that 

he could do for a greater cause.  The event that brought him to public attention was 

amongst his last. 

The parallels with the way the church has treated the life of Christ are profound.  In Paul’s 

letters, there is hardly any reference to the earthly life and ministry of Jesus.  The quite 

proper and understandable focus is on his death and resurrection – Christ’s almost last and 

definitely most significant actions.  Today’s reading from Colossians does this – leaping in a 

few verses from the fact that Christ was made in the image of God, present at the beginning 

of time and involved in the act of creation, to the fact that Christ made peace between God 

and humanity through his death on the cross.  The Creeds which we recite each week do the 

same – Christ was born, then died and rose again.  Nothing about the middle part – the bit 

between date of death and date of birth.  The bits which make up the majority of the 

Gospels. 

Kelly Brown Douglas, Dean of the Episcopal Divinity School in New York and a leading Black 

womanist theologian, has argued that it is this lack of attention to the actual life of Jesus 

that has limited the church’s vision and imagination, and stunted its ability to properly come 

alongside those who Christ came alongside – those on the margins of our communities.  

Provocatively, she talks about the distinction between the slave owner Christ and the Christ 

of the slaves, and the way in which the former silenced reflection on the earthly ministry of 

Jesus in order to keep the slaves in their place.  She argues that black liberation was partly 

brought about when the slaves got hold of the Scriptures for themselves and met the Jesus 

who set people free this side of heaven, even as Christ offered eternal life through the cross.  

Arguably, the fact that so many people continue to feel marginalised by the church may be 

due to a similar lack of imaginative attention to the life of Jesus. 

Our reading from Proverbs talks about the one who was created from the beginning, and 

who rejoiced in God’s inhabited world and delighted in the human race.  Thomas Traherne, 

the 17th century Anglican Divine, wrote: “You will never enjoy the world aright…till you love 

men so as to desire their happiness, with a thirst equal to the zeal of your own; til you 

delight in God for being good to all; you never enjoy the world”.  This is a call to inhabit the 

world as Christ inhabited the world, and to delight as Christ was delighted. 

All of this takes us to the prologue of St John’s Gospel which we heard so recently on 

Christmas Day.  Now it comes to us again at the beginning of Ordinary time – which will be 

broken by Lent and Easter – and our travel through the Gospels week by week, hearing each 
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and every episode in Christ’s life.  If we heard this passage a month ago as a celebration of 

the fact of God coming us, then this Sunday we are called to hear it as an invitation to 

explore the full implications of the incarnation.  To ask again: why did God choose to 

become flesh, and how did God live out his humanity?  And if this is how God chose to live, 

then what does this mean for our life of discipleship? 

It is in John’s Gospel that we find Jesus saying that He came in order that human beings 

might have life and have it in all of its abundance.  It is a statement that proclaims that God 

desires abundance, and not scarcity, for those He created.  And this is the lens we need to 

use to look at the activities of Christ.  For Jesus deliberately chose to come alongside those 

whose capacity to inhabit an abundant life was restricted by illness or the actions of others, 

and who boldly challenged those responsible for the restrictions.  And in coming alongside 

people, he met them where they were, and then walked with them to a place they did not 

know existed – a place which was infinitely more beautiful than anything they could 

imagine.  Lovingly he recentred the margins.  Lovingly he challenged those who could not 

believe there was anything more abundant than their current reality.  In all things God, in 

Christ – as Traherne wrote, was being good to all. 

So Christ became flesh in order to come alongside and walk with people to a more abundant 

future.  In this year’s Diocesan appeal we are given the opportunity to do likewise – to 

inhabit the world as Christ inhabited the world…to delight in that which made Christ delight.  

We are being given the opportunity to walk alongside the people of Marsabit in northern 

Kenya – a dry and impoverished area, where women are particularly vulnerable.  Partnering 

with Five Talents – the Anglican Church’s microfinance agency – we want to build on the 

work that was begun last year but stalled because of the pandemic.  The programme will 

provide training in literacy, numeracy and business skills for groups of women across this 

vast area of land.  It will help them to realize the gifts they already have, and then release 

them so they can discover a more abundant future for themselves.  A launch webinar is 

being held this week, and this will be available to watch again on the Diocesan social media 

channels – and there will be regular updates throughout the year as we continue to journey 

with the people of Marsabit away from the margins and towards the centre of our lives, as 

we know they are already at the centre of God’s life. 

Lent will soon be upon us, and our attention will rightly be back on the cross and then the 

empty tomb.  It was because of these events that the world has paid attention to Christ, and 

through these great acts of love become interested in all that went before.  His last acts – 

like those of Captain Tom – were his most significant.  But as we journey to Lent, and then 

through Lent, may we dare to inhabit anew the life of the Christ who became flesh and 

dwelt amongst us.  May we dare to walk where Christ walked – from the margins to the 

centre, bringing with us all whom we meet on the way. 


