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The readings for today are eschatological in their nature. Eschatological awareness is part of 

Christian hope and assurance.  It means taking God with utter seriousness, undermines a false sense 

of security, and clings to God’s ultimate intentions – to save and not to destroy.  Our eschatological 

awareness evokes a daring stile of discipleship, marked by the taking of risks and by leaps of faith. 

Zephaniah 1:7, 12-18. God’s anger sets the stage for our lection. Zephaniah 1 is a complicated text, 

full of images of destruction.  ‘The Day’ has arrived in verse 7. At its most basic level, this text is 

about the awesome power of God.  But what leads to this destruction is human sinfulness – God had 

judged the humanity and found it lacking. Vs4-6 places God’s anger in context. All that the prophet 

wants is for the people to listen and then turn away from their ways to protect themselves from the 

impending doom. The text is a warning to the people of Israel to be faithful to the one true God. 

‘Choice’ is an important part of this story.  

Most of the prophetic texts include a call for repentance. Zephaniah does not. Is it possible that 

Zephaniah expects the people to repent on their own, without being told to do so? Our lectionary 

portion begins, “Be silent before the Sovereign God!” Surely there is invitation to listen. 

Psalm 23: The theme of the Psalm is mercy.  But the petitionary prayer begins in doxology (v.1-2d) 

The speaker assumes a tone of urgency and need by beginning the psalm abruptly with a reversal of 

normal Hebrew word order – starting with ‘To you.”  In order to receive mercy, what is demanded is 

singular devotion to the Ruler enthroned in the havens. The devotion is as singular as the devotion 

of a servant to a master, as a maid to a mistress.  Our eyes should be fixed on Yahweh (v2).   

The most remarkable claim of this prayer is that God’s mercy can override the contempt of the world 

(vs.2-3). Such a prayer understands God’s mercy to be a sense of presence and solidarity with the 

seeker, and an affirmation of worth. It is a courageous refusal of the world’s verdict, a capacity to 

listen beyond worldly judgements, the voice of the Holy One. 

1 Thessalonians 5:1-11. Paul knows the promise of Christ’s return always prompts the question of 

time.  When will that be and how can we be ready for it? Paul says even though we have no 

schedule by which to await Christ’s return, that day should still not catch us by surprise. Christians 

belong to the light, to the day and so will be constantly prepared for the return of Christ. The 

metaphors in v.8 with their martial imagery emphasise the need for constant readiness. In other 

words, answer to our question “When” is “Now!” 

The watchfulness that Paul talks about is not merely a matter of time but also a matter of 

importance. To watch for Parousia is to confess that God stands both at the beginning and at the 

end and humankind remains accountable to God. Vs.9-11 suggests that the question of time is not 
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the most important question. What is at stake in this passage is not so much when Christ might 

return as what that promise means.  These verses that question: Christ return means salvation. 

Matthew 25:14-30. The parable clearly presupposes the departure of Jesus and his anticipated 

return. But we need to be careful about allegorizing the text and give an impression that the master 

stands for Jesus!  The focus is not on the master but on what the servants are doing while the 

master is away. There is no endorsement of the ways in which the servants might have multiplied 

their money. 

The amount involved is huge – one talent is equivalent to 20 years of wage for an average worker.  

Multiplying that kind of money wasn’t an easy task. It would surely have involved some oppressive 

and unjust transactions. But this parable is not able multiplying money and its ethics. 

The problem with the third servant is that he is cautious. The kingdom people are called to be taking 

risks in leaps of faith. If the children of this world are taking risks for an unjust system, should we not 

be taking risks for the kingdom of God? 

 


