
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sermon Notes  

[Zephaniah 3.14-20 or Acts 3.12-19; 1 John 3.1-7; Luke 24.36-48] 

The Third Sunday of Easter, 15 April 2018 
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Acts 3.12-19 is part of the sermon preached by Peter in the temple. It follows the incident 

when he and John were asked for alms by a man who had been lame from birth. Peter 

replied, ‘I have no silver or gold, but what I have, I give you; in the name of Jesus Christ of 

Nazareth, stand up and walk’. The man followed them into the temple and a crowd 

gathered. Peter’s sermon appealed to the Jewish and scriptural roots, and thus to the 

authenticity under God, of Jesus and all that he had accomplished 

 

Psalm 4 proclaims the message that the victories of sinners are only temporary and 

meaningless, and that only repentance can bring true happiness. It is a request to God for 

deliverance from past distresses 

 

1 John 3.1-7. The first letter of John seems to be in the context of a community of Christian 

believers that feel themselves separated from the world; and, even more, to be distinguished 

from others that call themselves Christians, but do not hold to the faith correctly. To be a 

true, believer, says the writer, is to become a child of God; and children of God aspire to be 

more and more like Jesus, entering, ultimately into Christ’s sinlessness 

 

Luke 24.36-48 is right at the end of the gospel. Luke ended where he began, rooting the 

story of Jesus in the story of old Israel. Twice, in this last chapter, Jesus unpacked the 

scriptures ‘beginning with Moses’ to show that his death and resurrection were a fulfilment 

of all that had been written 

Second, Luke wants to make it quite clear that the risen Jesus was no ‘spiritual’ 

manifestation. He was as physical as he could be. He could be seen, and touched and given 

food. This matters, because, as in the story of Ezekiel’s ‘dry bones’ Jesus’ resurrection is, 

among other things, about God’s restored creation which is very physical and material. 

For Luke it was important that this appearance of the Risen Lord took place in Jerusalem. 

The Gospel ended here, and Luke’s second book, the Acts of the Apostles, began here. It is 

from God’s holy city that the good news will go out ‘to all nations’ 

Finally, this passage is about being a witness. A Christian witness is not about being able to 

craft clever theological arguments that bring doubters to silence. It is about each Christian 

telling the story about how they have encountered the risen Lord, and about how that has 

changed their life 


