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The name “Pentecost” sounds a little unexciting since it simply means “fifty”: a Jewish harvest festival 

fifty days after Passover, or for us, fifty days after Easter. But as we hear in today’s readings, the 

work of the Holy Spirit is exciting indeed. 

The Psalm today speaks about God’s constant concern for the planet earth. God was praised for the 

wisdom revealed in creation, “The earth is full of your creatures, in wisdom you have made them 

all.” God provides for all the creatures of the earth; God thoroughly takes delight in what God has 

made. All creatures are mortal as the Psalm says very poetically but the psalm does not end with the 

words of death and dust, for the next verse says “You send forth your Spirit, and they are created, 

and so you renew the face of the earth.” God is ever active renewing and enlivening creation 

through the Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit brings new life to the earth. In Hebrew, the word for ‘spirit’ 

can also mean ‘breath’ or ‘wind’.  The Breath of God brings life to us and all living things! Our faith 

understands the environment as a gift; our faith understands all creatures are cared for, provided 

for, and blessed by the Spirit of God; our faith responds with gratitude and commitment to take care 

of this planet earth. As you no doubt have heard, climate change is big news; Pentecost has caused 

us to pay attention to what is going on politically. Since the Holy Spirit is constantly renewing the 

creation, we are called to be good stewards or managers of the air we breathe, the water we drink, 

and protect animals and plants, respecting the wisdom of God.  

God brings about his purposes in this world by choosing a people and making them partners with 

him in his mission. The feast of Pentecost is the birthday of the Church, the people God, who are 

called to partner with God in his work of renewing and redeeming this world, the humanity and the 

creation.   

What did the Spirit do on the day of Pentecost? What is the Spirit wanting to do in and through us 

today? There is so much in the passage from Acts of the Apostles to dwell on but I would focus 

today on two aspects of the work of the Spirit: unity and witness. 

The first aspect is unity. It is true to say that the Spirit of God brings unity at Pentecost. There were 

people from different cultures and linguistic background; many of them could not tolerate each 

other. But the power of God broke all those barriers.  

But what we might forget is the fact that the Spirit creates this united community through a 

subversive act. The Spirit upsets the existing unity! The story suggests that there was some sense of 

unity before the Spirit acted. The disciples were together at the beginning of the story, apparently in 

quite an orderly fashion but towards the end of the story there is confusion! Pentecost subverted 

the unity which already existed and brought about a new kind of unity that respected diversity and 

differences. 



Page 3 of 4 
 

The Spirit of God has no regards for the privileged and the noble ones. Peter’s message is clear: 

Holy Spirit’s work is not restricted to the privileged and holy ones; rather the Spirit is poured “upon 

all flesh”.  Holy Spirit’s working sphere includes sons as well as daughters, young as well as old, and 

male and female slaves. The marginalized and the oppressed are equal partners with the privileged 

and the rulers. This open and free work of the Spirit subverts the status quo.  

Having unity with like-minded people is an easy task. But being one with those who disagree with us 

needs work of the Spirit.  On this day of Pentecost, we need to ask ourselves, whether the Spirit is 

really at work among us, making us humble, non-judgemental, open and inclusive as individuals and as 

communities. 

The second dimension of the work of the Spirit is witness. It was already established that the Spirit 

would enable the disciples of Jesus to be his witnesses to the end of the earth. The Day of Pentecost 

itself was a great event of proclamation. The immediate sign of the outpouring of the Spirit was that 

the people heard the disciples speaking about God’s deeds of power. A group of fearful disciples 

who would rather prefer to stay behind closed doors in fear and shame has now become 

empowered to proclaim the Gospel openly and publicly.  

In this proclamation the Spirit breaks all the communication and cultural barriers. People gathered 

there in Jerusalem spoke different languages. Pentecost did not make the listeners who came from 

various countries to understand the language of the disciples (which was Hebrew). In other words, 

the outsiders were not made to conform to the insiders. Instead, “Each one heard them speaking in 

the native language of each” (Acts 2:6). This is a subversive move. Jews in Judea thought Hebrew was 

God’s language. God would speak only in this holy language. But Pentecost upsets their narrow 

linguistic and national perception.   God speaks in all languages. And God speaks to all people.  

If we want one gift on this Pentecost, let us go for the gift of speaking in other people’s languages. I 

am not talking about learning new foreign languages; I am talking about the languages we hear every 

day: the language of the youth, the language of the irreligious, the language of a social activist, the 

language of our growing children, the language of the old, the weak and the sick. We are called to 

speak the language of the people; and proclaim the Gospel to everyone.  

A church which raised a witness to God attracted people too. All the visitors in Jerusalem that day 

knew that there was something happening! Do people in our locality feel that there is something 

happening here? Do they feel compelled to find out what is happening here?  

 

Let us conclude. The Holy Spirit does reveal the wisdom of God in creation; let us take care of 

it.  The Holy Spirit reveals the welcome of God for people of all races and languages, let us embrace 
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everyone. The Holy Spirit was given to empower us in our witness of Jesus Christ, and may we live 

out this Gospel and proclaim it afresh. Amen 

 


