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In case you hadn’t noticed, there’s an election around the corner! 
 
All the political parties are selling us visions of what the future will be like if they’re elected. But it’s 
not obvious how to work out the differences between them and which ones are pipedreams; which 
just aspirations, and which are the nailed down ‘this will happen if we are elected’ sure fire 
promises. 
 
What we do know is that things will not turn out the way the manifestos predict. This isn’t to give in 
to the corroding cynicism of our age. Our politicians need and deserve our trust, and we must pray 
for them, for this election and for all who are standing for Parliament. It’s just that events will come 
along and compromises will be needed. Therefore, it may be wise to think about the character of the 
person you are voting for, not just their party. But that’s not really what this sermon is meant to be 
about. 
 
Today is Advent Sunday; the day the Church turns its attention to the future. Our eyes turn towards 
Christmas and the birth of the Saviour, the one who can be trusted no matter how circumstances 
change; and to what the Church calls the ‘last things’, that which awaits us beyond this life: death 
and judgement, heaven and hell. 
 
Because of Christmas, because God has come down to earth we need not fear death and judgement. 
Jesus shares our dying as well as our living. He offers us the hope of life eternal. If we invite him into 
our lives; if he dwells with us; if we are clothed in him and by him, then our life and the future of the 
world is changed.  
 
And yes there will be a judgement, but God has appointed Jesus as judge – and this is very good 
news: the one who judges us, is the one who knows us better than we know ourselves and who 
loves us dearly.  
 
Our scriptures do carry a warning, however: we mustn’t hang about; we must live now as if the 
future that is promised in Christ is already here. Salvation is near. This is what Paul is saying to the 
Church in Rome.  
 
And there is urgency: we need to wake up to the new reality that we find in Christ. Jesus himself says 
that we don’t know when the hour will be that God brings things – the whole creation! - to a good 
end (Matthew 24. 36; 42). After all, if we knew when the burglar was coming, we would have made 
sure the alarm was set (see Matthew 24. 34). 
 
There may be an election message here, after all. If there are some good things you want to see 
changed or achieved in our national life, don’t wait until a government is elected and gives resources 
to make it happen, act now yourself in whatever ways you can to embody and express the change 
you want to see. Now is the hour when we need to awake from slumber. 
 
And nurture within your mind and heart the vision of a new humanity that comes in Christ and of 
God’s kingdom on earth, what Paul calls “putting on the Lord Jesus” (Romans 13. 14). 
 
Isaiah’s vision of peace on God’s mountain is as astonishing and challenging today as it was hundreds 
of years ago: the very vision of peace our world longs for. Indeed, my critique of the current political 
manifestos is not the popular one - that they promised too much - but they are to parochial, to UK 
focused, and promise too little. 
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The Christian vision – the Advent hope – is of a restored creation; not just our own salvation, as if 
the Christian faith were nothing more than some sort of spiritual self-help, but a redeemed world 
where every nation and all peoples seek God, and where there is no need for war or the weapons of 
war, and where swords are made into ploughs (see Isaiah 2. 4). 
 
Keep this vision before you as you travel through Advent; as you travel through life. 
 
It is a vision that bursts from the pages of scripture. We see it demonstrated in Jesus.  It is God’s 
manifesto for the world: put on the Lord Jesus.  
 
Therefore we can say with the Psalmist whenever we come to church to have this vision rekindled: “I 
was glad when they said to me, let us go to the house of the Lord” (Psalm 122. 1). 
 


