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All Saints Sunday HC – 3rd November 2019  

St John’s, Loughton (and sermon podcast) 

‘The Communion of Saints’ 

So are you ‘in’ or are you ‘out’? 

Are we ‘in’ or are we ‘out’? 

For nearly all of us, the date of 31st October has, in recent months, taken on a huge significance.  And 

it’s not surprising….  But whatever the future may hold for us personally or for our nation, 

Hallowe’en (or ‘All Saints Eve’ as is could also be described) points us to the great Christian Festival 

of All Saints, which we celebrate in our churches this Sunday. 

And it’s on saints – not Brexit – that I want us to focus for a few minutes. 

Week by week, we say the following words (or something very like them): 

 “I believe in the Holy Spirit 

The holy catholic Church 

The communion of saints. 

The forgiveness of sins, 

The resurrection of the body, 

And the life everlasting.” 

I believe in….. The communion of saints.  

But what does it mean? 

The word we translate as ‘communion’ is the Greek term koinonia, meaning fellowship.   

It’s used in the New Testament to refer to Christians meeting together for teaching, for sharing the 

Eucharist and for prayer. 

It’s used to describe the financial and material support which Christians living in one part of the 

world offer to Christians in another. 

It’s used to speak of partnership in service and sharing the gospel. 

‘Communion’ or koinonia is a word that implies connection, relationship, working together. 

But who are these saints? 

 Traditionally, we’ve used the word ‘saint’ as a title for certain, particularly holy, people – like St 

Peter, St Paul, St Cedd and so on.  We’ve named churches after them; made statues and plaster 

images of them; depicted them in stained glass windows; designated particular days, nations and 

activities for them to be patrons of – like St George, St Andrew, St David and St Patrick. 

But this isn’t a New Testament understanding of the word….  
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When St Paul writes his letters to the churches, he often addresses them ‘to the saints’ at Corinth, at 

Philippi or at Ephesus  – and so on.  Here ‘saints’ are not particularly holy people (although Paul 

might want to encourage them to be so!); rather they’re all those who have turned to Christ and 

been baptized, and who seek to follow him.   

In other words, all Christians are saints. 

So ‘The Communion of Saints’ means “the fellowship or partnership of all those who are called to 

be the people of God.” 

And that includes you and me. 

The most obvious way we express that communion is, of course, when we meet together for 

worship – especially when we share in Holy Communion – that very sacrament which Jesus 

instituted and which is the ultimate expression of our fellowship in Him.  As his saints, called into 

relationship with Him, we share together in holy things and are made holy by his Spirit at work 

amongst us. 

But there’s another dimension to what we mean by the ‘Communion of Saints’ – and one we 

perhaps overlook – which is that we share in fellowship not only with each other, here in Loughton 

[Essex and East London], and with Christ in the Eucharist – but with the whole Church of God; with 

Christians throughout the ages – including those who have died and those who are yet to be born; 

and with Christians across our nation and across the globe.  For in Christ we’re not bounded by space 

or time.  We’re never alone.  And that means that because of our relationship with Jesus, we’re 

always ‘in’ and never ‘out’. 

So, being part of the Communion of Saints brings responsibility . 

Of course, it brings a responsibility to pray for and support our persecuted sisters and brothers 

across the world – in places like Pakistan, Afghanistan, North Korea, the Middle East and northern 

Nigeria - present-day martyrs and saints who need us, even though they’re thousands of miles away.   

But it also brings a responsibility to pray for and support our Christian brothers and sisters who 

voted differently to us in the Referendum in June 2016; who think in a different way to us about 

leaving the EU; and who may be feeling elated, or bruised, or simply relieved that 31st October is 

now past, and it’s time to move forward. 

The point is… whether you’re feeling ‘in’ or ‘out’….  whether, as a nation, we are ‘in’ or ‘out’…… the 

trajectory of the Christian Gospel is that we are united with all the saints of God – past, present and 

future.  

 And our Christian calling is to foster that ‘communion’, that koinonia, that connectedness – which is 

grounded in our communion with Jesus Christ and sustained by our sharing in bread and wine at his 

table week by week.  So whatever happens with Brexit, whatever our or others’ views, we are called 

to reconciliation at the table of Jesus Christ; and through our communion, our koinonia, our 

connectedness, to witness to that reconciliation in our nation and in our world.   
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Never has ‘the Communion of Saints’ been so needed as it is today. For whether we’re ‘in’ or ‘out’ 

we must surely share in the task of rebuilding a common sense of purpose within our nation as we 

move into the future.  Put simply, if we believe in it, let’s live it! 

So as you come to receive bread and wine this morning, I encourage you to bring on your heart one 

of the saints of God who, this very day, is suffering – whether through persecution, oppression, 

sickness, disability or trauma and who needs to know that he or she is not alone.   

Bring someone departed, someone who now knows the joy of heaven – for whom every tear has 

been wiped away, and who worships the Lamb seated upon the throne of God…    

And bring also on your heart someone who you know thinks differently to you about Brexit but with 

whom you have a responsibility to share, lovingly, in fellowship, in communion, in koinonia as we 

meet today around our Lord’s table - saints on earth, with the saints in heaven – all one in the 

blessed Communion of Saints.   

Thanks be to God. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


