
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Journeying towards hope?…. 

 
Genesis 17. 1-7, 15-16; Romans 4. 13-end; 

Mark 8. 31-end. 
 
 

Sunday 28th February 2021 

The 2nd Sunday of Lent 

 

Collect 

Almighty God, 
you show to those who are in error the light of your truth, 

that they may return to the way of righteousness: 
grant to all those who are admitted into the fellowship of Christ’s religion, 

that they may reject those things that are contrary to their profession, 
and follow all such things as are agreeable to the same;  

through our Lord Jesus Christ 
who is alive and reigns with you, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. 

Amen 
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In the name of the Father, and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen 

 

If any want to become my followers, let them deny themselves and take up their cross and follow 
me. Mark 8.34b 

 

The last few weeks have been a time of self-denial for many of us as we have travelled 
together through this most recent lockdown. There are things we have not been able to do, 
people we have not been able to see and places we have not been able to go. For many of 
us it has felt a little as though Lent has begun a little bit early this year. So, when we finally 
came around to asking ourselves the question on Ash Wednesday “what have I given up for 
Lent” for some there didn’t seem that there was that much left. 

Yet, in the last few days with the announcements having been made in the media about the 
ending of the lockdown and a slow return to something closer to normality an atmosphere 
of hope and expectation seems, in some ways at least, to have returned to our national 
narrative. We are talking again about plans for the summer, we are looking forward to what 
might be possible, rather than simply thinking of all the things we have not been able to do 
and wondering when it will all end. 

Lent has for many years been a time of longing and waiting, of expectation and preparation. 
A time for us to examine ourselves, but to do so mindful of the all-embracing love of God, 
which places the abstinence of Lent within a much broader eternal context. No matter how 
tough we make Lent for ourselves, no matter how much chocolate and other things we give 
up, there is always Easter around the corner. 

It is a little bit like this when it comes to our thinking about the current pandemic lockdown. 
For many the last few months have been a time of serious soul searching and an opportunity 
to examine some fundamental questions about life, its purpose, the relationships within it, 
and how we understand faith in God in the midst of everything else that is going on. As we 
have struggled to make sense of our own faith in God in the midst of all that has gone 
around us and among us. So many in our world have been drawn to ask questions that leave 
them longing and hoping for a better future and a deeper knowledge of who they are in the 
midst of God’s love. 

St Mark’s Gospel reminds us very clearly of the Gospel imperative that we become fully 
dependent upon God and seek in complete faith to follow him as disciples. Even if that 
means we step forward with something as difficult and complex as a cross to bear.  

To step forward in this way is to sit light to the fears and concerns of the past, to focus on 
the hopes and assurance we have in Christ and to have the capacity to take risk and 
respond to opportunity. 
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As we prepare to come out of this present time of lockdown and once again do many of the 
things we have cherished, to see the people we love and to go to the places we treasure, let 
us also seek to become renewed in our journey as disciples and followers of Jesus. Let us 
have the courage to let go and depend on him, let us be confident in the vocation to which 
he calls us and let us be joyful in how we seek together to share that love, hope and joy to 
our sisters and brothers as they emerge from this time of lockdown as changed people. 

As we get ever closer to Easter we are reminded of the hope of resurrection and the 
promise of eternal life. Everything we do and say is set into a broader perspective. As we 
travel these final weeks through lockdown and Lent may we be refreshed in our focus to 
bear witness to God’s love and light in a fragile and searching world. A world which is still 
searching for the “new normal.” 

In the name of the Father, and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen 


