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Today is the Feast of Christ the King. Over the past couple of weeks I have had a particular delight – I 

have discovered recordings of Dorothy L Sayers’ play ‘The Man Born to be King.’ Written and first 

broadcast in the early 1940s, eighty years ago, this is a re-recording, found on YouTube. I highly 

recommend it. 12 plays, about 40 minutes long, telling the story of the life, death and resurrection of 

Jesus. You can just open YouTube and type in ‘The Man Born to be King’ and you’ll be able to find 

them as well. No pictures, of course, just the voices of the disciples, the Romans, the Jewish religious 

leaders – and Jesus. Listening has given me new insights and connections. I’ve just reached the trial 

of Jesus so I think things are going to get nasty.  

 “Are you the King of the Jews?” asks Pilate. ‘Whose idea is that?’ Jesus doesn’t seem all that keen 

on the title! The Jews were used to the idea of Kings - looking back to the glory days of King David 

and Pilate would have been familiar with the idea – he had to try to work with King Herod, ruler of 

Galilee. Jesus, though seems ambivalent – “Are you the King of the Jews?” Well, yes and no. 

Let’s start with the word ‘king.’ We are not much used to kings, certainly not in any sense of a 

powerful ruler. Yet today we want to celebrate something about Jesus’ authority. It’s an authority 

seen in his confidence in his own identity – sent by God and returning to God. Could we think of 

another title that would communicate that kind of power? What word would we use for the most 

important person in the world? Whether it’s King, or Lord or President or CEO – it’s still inadequate 

but just trying might help us to see something of Jesus’ authority. 

Now, what is Jesus ‘king’ of? Not armies, or land, or gold, or GDP – well not primarily. I thought 

about some of the less visible forces that govern our lives, some of the powers we may not be 

inclined to think God is in control of. Things like evil – corruption, wickedness. Fears and anxieties of 

illness and death. The nameless dread that is the future. To affirm that Christ is king here is a 

profound statement. Christ is king so corruption, favouritism, the power of the strong over the weak 

will not succeed. Christ is king, so that death is not an end but the gateway to life. Christ is king so 

the future is in God’s hands. 

Some of these things are easier to say on a Sunday morning than at 3am when sleep is interrupted 

by anxiety and stress. If you, like me, sometimes find yourself gripped by worry about a situation or 

care for someone, lying in bed trying to sort it out will hardly help. (There’s an annoying saying that 

‘If worrying won’t help the situation, don’t worry! True, but not helpful!)  It’s then the confident 

assertion that Christ is king, lord of all, is needed. So affirm it now, in worship with the company of 

the saints and then repeat it when alone. Christ is king.   

 

 

 


