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In the story of the transfiguration, Peter, James and John accompany Jesus up a high mountain. They 

are bewildered by what they encounter and their responses are awkward. They don’t understand 

what they are a part of, and much is yet to be revealed. Jesus warns them: ‘Tell no one about this 

vision until after the Son of Man has been raised from the dead’.  

 

Despite their partial knowledge and understanding, the disciples realise that they are in the presence 

of someone and something much greater than them, they are afraid. Jesus reassures them, touches 

them and tells them to get up from the ground. They may not understand what has happened, but 

the vision will leave an impression on them that they will never forget.  

 

As Christians we are caught up in something much greater than ourselves, and whilst much has been 

revealed to us, there is still much which is mystery. Yet, despite our partial knowledge what we have 

been shown is enough to inspire faith and encourage transformation.  

 

Inspiring faith and encouraging transformation are essential to our Christian calling. What vision of 

God is going to inspire and transform your local church, your deanery, our diocese this year and 

next? Because the challenges of running a church, paying the bills and sustaining ministry in our 

diocese is not going to get any easier.  

 

We know that the Kingdom of Heaven has a lot more to offer us than ‘keeping the show on the 

road’. God’s vision will be that which reaches out and transfigures the local community and will have 

a particular message of hope for the poorest and neediest.  

 

When Jesus was on the mountain top God revealed Jesus as His Son, saying: ‘This is my Son, the 

beloved, Listen to Him’. As God forms and reforms us over and over again as His people, he calls us 

to faithful listening to His Son. What might we hear afresh if we pay attention? The Parable of the 

Growing Seed has much to teach us in this age of anxiety about church decline.  

 

The kingdom of God is as if someone would scatter seed on the ground, and would sleep and rise 

night and day, and the seed would sprout and grow, he does not know how. The earth produces of 

itself, first the stalk, then the head, then the full grain in the head. But when the grain is ripe, at once 

he goes in with his sickle, because the harvest has come. (Mark 4:26-29)  

 

There is not and never can be a perfect manual on ‘how to run a successful church’. Just working 

harder and harder, or stretching resources more thinly is not going to help. Different models of 

ministry will be fruitful if they are driven by a desire to increase faithfulness. Instead of asking: how 

can we grow our churches? we must learn to ask: ‘how can we help God bring people to faith in this 

place?’.  

 

When Jesus took some of his disciples with him up the mountain he showed once more how his 

ministry was shaped by a desire to bring others with him – to create witnesses to all that was 

happening. He calls us to be faithful witnesses too – to bring others with us, not as leaders, but as 

followers of Christ.  

 

So, as we reflect on the story of the Transfiguration in our communities on the 23rd February, and 

as we engage in prayer for our diocese and local churches, let us remember that Jesus Christ is 

Lord; that the disciples followed Jesus around and the most extraordinary events occurred in their 
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midst. They certainly weren’t in charge, and they got many things wrong. So, we too must learn that 

we are not in charge, and that we get much wrong. In a renewed spirit of humility and service we 

may find that we become people who others want to listen to. Like the seed that grows over night 

without our help, in giving up our desire to be in control, we may rejoice again in the kingdom that 

only God can grow. 


