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Prayer: May the words of my mouth and the meditations of our hearts be acceptable to you, O Lord, 
our rock and our redeemer. Amen 
 
 
Our first two readings have taken us to Malachi, the messenger, who in the 4th century BCE called 
out a people complacent in their faith, who called out religious leaders who paid lip service and not 
heart service to the God they claimed to serve. And to John, the Baptist, a 1st century CE ascetic who 
even when enclosed in his mother’s womb leapt in the presence of the One who had come into the 
world. That same John, who the prophet Isaiah spoke of hundreds of years before, proclaimed the 
baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins and in that proclamation was calling the people of 
God, standing on the edge of existence, out of their complacency and back to the living God. 
 
Humanity stands on the edge of existence; on the edge of a precipice. Yet we do not see what is 
before us. We do not see the fall. We do not see the danger. We stand on the edge but the 
familiarity of this place, this edge of existence, has bred complacency in the hearts and minds of 
humanity. Complacency of danger. Complacency of risk. Complacency that causes us to forget that 
our existence is not a right. A complacency fueled by the continual distraction of threats to our 
existence that are many and constant. Space rockets crashed in asteroids, vaccines amended for 
variant, nations rush to hold back the chaos of rising waters, adjusting to weather that destroys life 
and livelihood. But the threat to our existence is not new. 2,500 years ago, a people were still reeling 
from the captivity of exile, the decimation of their land and temple. 2,000 years ago, a people were 
under occupation, terror stalking their land in the form of a Roman Eagle.  
 
Humanity has stood at the edge of existence for millennia, but we have taken our existence for 
granted. This place of complacency blinds us to what is and what will be. And in our resistance to all 
that threatens, we declare our existence to be a right. But in that declaration of right, we forget that 
our existence is a gift, a gift of divine love spoken by the One in whose image we have been formed. 
 
Too often, when humanity has looked in the mirror of its existence, it has not seen the dignity of the 
divine image in which it was formed. Rather, we humans, when faced with our own reflection, see 
only ourselves - not the image giver. And faced with the reflection of ourselves, our vision reduces to 
ourselves, our own needs, our own troubles and concerns. And as we age, that reflection in the 
mirror only serves to continually reminds us that our individual existence is limited, we all face the 
edge of existence, we will all walk off the edge into death. 
 
Perhaps it is that fear of the edge of our existence, that causes us to reject and pretend, “eat and 
drink for tomorrow we die!’ is the cry of people who are lost in a self-obsession that is driven by the 
fear that there is no tomorrow. We see the impact of people lost in fear on the edge of existence, 
only seeing their own needs and wants. For the obsession with self, breeds contempt. Contempt for 
the other, the different, the alien, the stranger, the refugee, the one who is our neighbour. It is little 
wonder that we do this, for standing on the edge of existence, our natural disposition is to look after 
number one - every person for themselves and all that… 
 
But woe to us who live on the edge of existence when we only see ourselves. Our own needs and 
desires. Our own wants and comforts. For the one who is coming, comes with a refining fire that will 
consume selfish desire. We eat and drink in the complacency of today, denying tomorrow, because 
we do not know the King who has entered death and risen in glory to eternal life. 
 
Thank God for the prophets! For the voices that call us to see the one who is coming, this refiner’s 
fire, the salvation of our God, the King of Glory. Praise God, for the voice that cries out in the 
wilderness, calling us to see the One who has come into the world. The voice of the prophet, calls 
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humanity out of its self-obsessed complacency to see that the edge of existence has an end, a telos, 
a point of completion, where in death we will fall into our end or rise with our King.   
 
The prophet is one who knows where they have come from and the story they are part of. The 
prophet knows that the story they speak of is not their own, but the great story of God. The prophet 
knows how they have arrived at this edge of existence because they remember they are rooted in 
the traditions of our shared story, traditions that empower, enliven and embolden their words to call 
us out of our complacency and see the edge at which we stand. As a people, we need the voices of 
the prophets who call us to wakefulness and watchfulness. 
 
Advent is a time to wake up and see where we stand. It is a time to wake one another up, as we 
watch for our King. In his letter to the church in Philippi, the apostle Paul prays for the people as he 
looks to the day of Jesus Christ. Paul knew that to stand on the edge of existence, the people of God 
need love, knowledge and full insight. We are not a people who are called to live for today, we are a 
people who are called to live for our King and look for his coming. Who will live in the compassion of 
our King, showing love for our neighbour, compassion to the stranger, and hope for our world. 
 
And in this hope of our coming King Jesus, this Advent this is my prayer for each one of you, that 
your love may overflow more and more with knowledge and full insight to help you to determine 
what is best, so that in the day of Christ you may be pure and blameless, having produced the 
harvest of righteousness that comes through Jesus Christ for the glory and praise of God. Amen. 
 
 
 

 


