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People react in different ways to difficult situations. Have you noticed? A complex, uncertain 

situation, no-ones really sure who is in the right. On the roads, for example, when there's a jam, the 

prospect of delay: some drivers are assertive - faced with competition for a space they push forward, 

sounding their bell. That's my bit of road! The busy traffic, though, makes some nervous: they won't 

go out during rush hour or when it's dark. 

 

Complexity, uncertainty - it's not just the roads! There's the international news, countries at war 

with each other and themselves. Our country, in such a mess, with calls for mutual understanding 

and tolerance being ignored by those with fixed views on politics, immigration, race, work and the 

environment. Perhaps it's no wonder that some are very anxious and some are very angry.  

 

Anger and anxiety. You see both in the reading from the Acts of the Apostles. Saul is angry! He is 

determined to wipe out this new challenge to the purity of the Jewish faith. Later he described 

himself as zealous for the faith. And he's certainly one of the rising stars of the Jewish community. 

He might be anticipating a glittery future ahead, top of his profession, a renowned Jewish teacher. 

Just so long as this new sect doesn't win too many followers! After all, it might attract the attention 

of the Romans if it continues to refuse to worship the Emperor and then no doubt, all the Jews 

would suffer.  

He's prepared to go to quite a bit of trouble to achieve what he wants. He has the High Priests 

permission to arrest these troublesome Jews. He's an important person and he's going to take 

action! 

Yes, Saul is angry. Perhaps he's a little anxious too, but his reaction is to be aggressive, to hit out, to 

destroy. He's not only claiming his part of the road, he's going to take out anyone who gets in his 

way.  He'll put the fear of God in them! They won't know what's hit them!  

 

Then there's Ananias. He sounds like the kind of person I would like to know - wise, stable..  But 

he's properly anxious. He has received some clear instructions from God and they appal him. He 

even checks if God understands the situation! Does God realise that Saul has made a name for 

himself as an aggressive and effective destroyer of Jesus' followers? Surely God can't mean him, 

Ananias, to visit this man voluntarily? Can't I stay inside my own house, Ananias suggests? Perhaps he 

thinks of  all the good he could do if he stayed alive, reassuring the community, leading it in prayer. 

While the murderous Saul is in town the best thing to do is stock with the necessary food, drink and 

other essentials and look after self and family.  

 

Angry Saul and anxious Ananias. God deals with both in dramatic ways. He stops Saul in his tracks - 

perhaps there was no other way of getting through? Stunned, Saul is led helplessly into town, no 

longer fired up with anger, now just hoping for the kindness of strangers.  

God won't let Ananias off the hook. Yes, He does know of Saul's reputation and that is why he is 

telling Ananias to go and see him.  

 

So far this has seemed like a story about two men. But now we see that, all along, it is about God. 

God has been preparing Saul for his ministry as the messenger to the Gentiles. When he changes the 

direction of his life, and changes his name to Paul, he will be  a dedicated and effective servant of 

God. God has been working in Ananias life for years, growing the spirit of listening, wisdom and 

obedience that is needed at this moment. Neither angry, nor anxious, God has acted. 

 

Saul and Ananias - two people in the midst of a confusing and complex world, reacting with anger 

and anxiety. And us? You might of course be living a life free from worry about the future -or about 

the present. You might be at peace with your friends, family, colleagues and neighbours, and not 

disturbed by aggressive language and actions around you. But that would be unusual at this time! 

More common would be the despair and weariness - and confused hope of Jesus' followers after his 

crucifixion. As the Gospel reading tells us, their glorious future dashed by his death, then they 

believe they have seen Jesus, then nothing. They return back home and back to what they know - 

the former familiar way of life -, fishing, but catching nothing - up and down their emotions go like a 



yo yo out of control. Then someone from the shore shouts instructions about where they should 

put their nets - what would they know? How long does it take them to recognise that, in the midst 

of their confusion there is one who, quietly, peaceably, in control is preparing a meal for them and 

waiting for them to turn, look up from their nets and head for the shore.  

 

How like Saul and Ananias we are. How like Jesus disciples! But perhaps there's an alternative to the 

old, stale cliches - fight or flight, anger or anxiety. We could look up, and see the Lord waiting, ready 

for us, preparing our futures while the present is secured. May our trust in our risen, victorious 

Lord increase so that we may place our confidence, our hopes, fears and anxieties in Him and hear 

his invitation. Come, come home to His deep deep love. Amen, so be it.  

 


