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The 4th Sunday of Easter: 

The 23rd Psalm sets the scene for us to hear the Gospel of the Good Shepherd, but let us first quieten our 

hearts to pray: 

 

Risen Christ, 

faithful shepherd of your Father’s sheep: 

teach us to hear your voice 

and to follow your command, 

that all your people may be gathered into one flock, 

to the glory of God the Father. Amen. 

 

 

Psalm 23 
The LORD is my shepherd, I shall not want. 
2     He makes me lie down in green pastures; 
he leads me beside still waters; 
3     he restores my soul. 

 He leads me in right paths 
    for his name’s sake. 
4 Even though I walk through the darkest valley, 
    I fear no evil; 
for you are with me; 
    your rod and your staff— 
    they comfort me. 
5 You prepare a table before me 
    in the presence of my enemies; 
you anoint my head with oil; 
    my cup overflows. 
6 Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me 
    all the days of my life, 
and I shall dwell in the house of the LORD 
    my whole life long. 
 
 

John 10:1-10 
1‘Very truly, I tell you, anyone who does not enter the sheepfold by the gate but climbs in by 

another way is a thief and a bandit. 2 The one who enters by the gate is the shepherd of the sheep. 
3 The gatekeeper opens the gate for him, and the sheep hear his voice. He calls his own sheep by 

name and leads them out. 4 When he has brought out all his own, he goes ahead of them, and the 

sheep follow him because they know his voice. 5 They will not follow a stranger, but they will run 

from him because they do not know the voice of strangers.’ 6 Jesus used this figure of speech with 

them, but they did not understand what he was saying to them.7 So again Jesus said to them, ‘Very 

truly, I tell you, I am the gate for the sheep. 8 All who came before me are thieves and bandits; but 

the sheep did not listen to them. 9 I am the gate. Whoever enters by me will be saved, and will 

come in and go out and find pasture. 10 The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy. I came 

that they may have life, and have it abundantly. 

 

The vicar was asked to do ‘Thought for the Day’ on local radio. The programme producer asked 

for the details of his talk.  

‘I’m speaking on the 23rd Psalm’, said the vicar.  
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The producer sighed and said ‘is that all?’ 

‘Surely that’s enough,’ said the vicar. 

 

A few days later the Vicar received e mail confirmation of his talk and was surprised to read the 

title it had been given: ‘The Lord is my Shepherd, and that’s enough.’ 

 

As we continue in this time of lockdown I wonder if we can truly say the same - The Lord is my 

Shepherd, and that’s enough! 

 

In our gospel passage, as so often, Jesus paints a picture of a scene familiar in every day Palestinian 

life to teach and to challenge. Then, as today in Palestine, shepherds have an intimate relationship 

with their sheep, sometimes bringing them down from the hills and penning them up in a 

communal sheepfold overnight for protection. There the sheep are safe from wild animals, though 

not always from marauding sheep thieves, as the passage implies. The shepherds sit outside 

guarding the gate. In fact they are the gate for the sheep. 

 

In the morning each shepherd stands at the gate and literally calls his own sheep out to lead them 

to new pasture. As the passage says, “... the sheep hear his voice. He calls his own sheep by name and 

leads them out.’ 

 

There is a parallel here to our own situation. At the moment most of us are penned in lockdown 

to protect ourselves and others from this vicious virus. But the time will come when we will be 

called out again to some sort of new normality. In fact, as I prepare this the Prime Minister is 

returning to work after his own life threatening brush with Covid-19. All the media are predicting 

that his first priority will be to begin to plan the re-emergence. That re-emergence will not be into 

a time when the virus has been eradicated, but rather into a period of co-existence until an 

effective vaccine is sourced. 

 

So it seems a good time for each of us to begin to think and ask what The Good Shepherd has 

been preparing us for in this time of lockdown. How has his presence been transforming us? And 

what will our lives be when we re-emerge?  
 

Some of us may go back to the same jobs and community lives; some may return to a working or 

a community life that is somewhat different to before; while others sadly will have no work to go 

back to and will need to find other employment. Hardest of all, still others will face returning 

without the presence and support of a loved one they have lost. The lifting of restrictions will 

surely bring us all new challenges, emotionally, economically and spiritually.  

 

One thing I feel sure about is that we must not return to normal.  Some of us have learnt to live 

more simply these last few weeks and found time for important things we had neglected. 

Significantly across the globe our corporate carbon footprint has been much reduced. These are 

some of the positive outcomes alongside the heart breaking agonies of much sickness and death.  

In response to both and echoing one of our four Transforming Presence strategic themes we must 

inhabit our new world differently and distinctively. 

 

Whatever the situation is for each of you, the Lord Jesus, our Good Shepherd, is waiting at the 

gate to call you out again to new pastures of service.  

 

When the gates of return open will we discern the call of the Good Shepherd on our lives afresh? 

How will we re-emerge as disciples who trust in the Lord? What will our vocation and discipleship 
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be like then? Will it be the same old, same old way of being Christian, or will God have taught us 

new things and shown us new possibilities while we have been restricted? That is the challenge.  

 

You see, in and out of lockdown the Lord calls us. He knows our names - everything about us. 

Before we were formed in our mother’s womb he knew us and called us.  

 

As we hear him call again, and make those first steps of faith into a somewhat different and more 

challenging world, can we truly say, ‘The Lord is my Shepherd - and that’s enough’? 

 

 

The words of the John Bell’s hymn encourage us to hear and respond to God’s call as we look to a 

different future. 

 

Jesus Christ is waiting, waiting in the streets; 

No one is his neighbour, all alone he eats. 

Listen, Lord Jesus, I am lonely too. 

Make me, friend or stranger, fit to wait on you 
  
Jesus Christ is raging, raging in the streets, 

Where injustice spirals and real hope retreats. 

Listen, Lord Jesus, I am angry too. 

In the Kingdom’s causes let me rage with you .... 
   
Jesus Christ is calling, calling in the streets, 

”Who will join my journey? I will guide their feet.” 

Listen, Lord Jesus, let my fears be few. 

Walk one step before me; I will follow you. 
 

 

A final prayer: 

 
Merciful Father, 

you gave your Son Jesus Christ to be the good shepherd, 

and in his love for us to lay down his life and rise again: 

keep us always under his protection, 

and give us grace to follow in his steps; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 


