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It is extraordinary that - with all the metaphors at his disposal, Jesus should choose to 

describe himself as the ‘good shepherd’. At the time of Jesus, shepherding was listed by the 

rabbis as being one of those professions that no law-abiding Jew should teach to their 

children. And even in medieval times, shepherds were seen as being not quite up to the 

mark. Their constant and devoted care of their sheep, day in - day out, meant that they 

couldn’t attend church or take part in religious festivals. In fact - in years gone by - 

shepherds used to be buried with a strand of wool in their hands so that, when they got to 

the pearly gates, the reason for them not going to church would be clear for all to see. But 

it was this total and utter devotion of the shepherd to their flock - devotion that is 

uninterrupted even by the apparent demands of religion - is how Jesus chose to describe his 

devotion to us.  

But John’s gospel does not only portray Jesus as the good shepherd. It also - with great 

insight - describes him as the lamb of God. And this is more than just another reference to 

the kind of sacrificial death that Jesus would suffer. It also suggests that Jesus is the beloved - 

the lamb of God - the one who is loved and cared for by the Father. Following his 

temptation in the wilderness, Jesus was ministered to by angels. He was loved by his Mother 

Mary and by the rest of his family. He was housed and fed and supported by those who 

followed him; and there are times when he received the total and utter devotion of 

particular individuals such as when a woman anointed his feet with perfume and wiped them 

with her hair. 

And we too are called to be both Shepherd and lamb - lover and beloved. We are God’s 

precious lambs. God loves us and – whereas once we were lost in the wilderness of this 

world’s temptations - God has searched for us, he’s raised us up in his arms and he’s 

brought us safely home. And as our shepherd, God continues to love us and heal us and 

comfort us and strengthen us and feed us and guide us. It is a relationship of utter 

dependency. Just as the helpless sheep look to the shepherd for everything so we look to 

Jesus. We are God’s precious precious lambs. 

But we are also called to share in the task of shepherding. ‘Follow me’ Jesus said to Apostle 

Peter - if you like – be shepherded by me – but he also said to him as a last request ‘Feed 

my sheep’. We too are called to feed Jesus’ lambs, to tend his sheep. We all are called to 

share God’s love for the lost, to seek them out - to find them and to bring them home. 

Pope Francis once said to his priests that they were to bring the healing power of God’s 

grace to everyone in need, to stay close to the marginalized and to be “shepherds living with 

the smell of the sheep.” This is about compassion. Both Matthew and Mark tell us that when 

Jesus saw the crowds, he had compassion for them. Why? Because they were harassed and 

helpless, like sheep without a shepherd. 

The writer David Bosch wrote a really sophisticated and sometimes quite heavy book on 

mission. But – in it – with glorious simplicity he wrote: There is Church because there is 

mission. There is mission because God loves people. 
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As God’s precious lambs, you are loved; And as the Church, you are called to be an 

expression of God’s love and compassion for the world; bringing a message of healing and 

wholeness - devotion and care - to all the people with whom we come into contact. 

 


