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“Christ has been raised from the dead, the first fruits of those who have died… for as all die 
in Adam, so all will be made alive in Christ.” (1 Corinthians 15. 20 & 22) 
 
This is the great message of Easter: the thing that changes everything, not just that Jesus is 
raised from death, but we too are made alive in him.  
 
Paul contrasts the disobedience and failure of the first man, Adam, and by extension the 
disobedience and failure of the Adam that is in each one of us, with the faithfulness and 
self-giving love of Christ. Because of his faithfulness as his obedience to God’s will – even to 
death on a cross – we are reconciled to God. The old order collapses. The new order, or as 
we call it, the New Testament, begins. Christ is the first fruits – but then those who belong 
to Christ; that means us! 
 
This is why Paul also says that if it is “for this life only that we have hoped in Christ, then we 
are to be most pitied” (1 Corinthians 15. 19). He is warning us not to reduce the Christian 
faith to some sort of heavenly good example to follow, or imagine the Church to be the 
‘Jesus Christ appreciation society’, those who are inspired by his teaching and committed to 
keep his memory alive. If we do this, we tragically miss the whole point of Easter. Jesus has 
come from God. Jesus is returning to God. His life and ministry has a purpose: it is to take us 
with him. (Jesus makes the point clear in John’s Gospel on the night before he dies when he 
says: “I am going out to prepare a place for you, and after I have gone, I shall return to take 
you with me” (John 14. 3) 
 
But this does not mean we don’t care about the world. And God knows there is much to 
care about at the moment: political paralysis; deepening divisions in our own nation; a 
widening gap between rich and poor; an intolerance of those who are different; knife crime 
on our streets and prejudice and hatred in our hearts. What is our response? We set our 
sights on God. We learn from him. In the resurrection of Jesus from the dead we see our 
destiny with God in glory, and at the same time we work that much harder and with greater 
joy and perseverance that God’s kingdom comes on earth as we try to live as he lives and let 
him be alive in us. 
 
Peter says that he is a witness to this (Acts 10.39). He speaks of how the Christian faith is 
spreading across the world. He says it is a message of peace: peace with God and peace with 
each other. He says he is a witness because he “ate and drank with Jesus after he rose from 
the dead” (Acts 10.41). He is now commanded to tell others. 
 
Who will witness to this today? Peter is not here to do it. Nor is Paul. But Jesus still has 
witnesses who can tell the story of God’s love and what it means. The qualification to be a 
witness hasn’t changed either. It is about eating and drinking with him after he rose from 
the dead. And isn’t this what we do whenever we celebrate the Eucharist? It is what we are 
doing this morning.  
 
The Roman Catholic documents on evangelisation put it starkly: they say that these things 
which are most precious to the life of the church – and the Eucharist is included in the list – 
only “acquire their full meaning when they become witness.” Therefore it is not just that 
we’ve been called to follow Jesus, but we are his witnesses; and, until we take hold of this, 



the sobering warning is that we haven’t really ever received the fullness of Holy 
Communion. It must overflow from this holy table into a life of self-giving holiness, a life of 
service and witness. 
 
Jesus is no longer with us in the flesh. We cannot see him today as others saw him on that 
first Easter day. But by the Spirit he is present to us when we break the bread and share the 
cup. We hear him speaking to us and calling us through the words of scripture. The Eucharist 
is a foretaste of the heaven that awaits us. It is iron rations for our journey through life. It is 
the means by which we are strengthened for our witness today. 
 
So do not be like Mary Magdalen clinging to Jesus as he was in that moment when she 
encountered him in the garden, but let Jesus speak to you today as he spoke to Mary then 
telling her to tell others. Go to those who are your brothers and sisters, your neighbours, 
colleagues and friends, and bear witness to the new hope and new life that we receive 
through the Risen Christ. Do it by what you say; and do it by the example of your loving 
service. 
 


