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EASTER DAY 2021  
 
10Then the disciples went back to their homes, 11but Mary stood outside the tomb crying. As she wept, she 

bent over to look into the tomb 12and saw two angels in white, seated where Jesus' body had been, one at 

the head and the other at the foot. 13They asked her, "Woman, why are you crying?"  
14"They have taken my Lord away," she said, "and I don't know where they have put him." At this, she 

turned around and saw Jesus standing there, but she did not realize that it was Jesus.  
15"Woman," he said, "why are you crying? Who is it you are looking for?" Thinking he was the gardener, she 

said, "Sir, if you have carried him away, tell me where you have put him, and I will get him." 16Jesus said to 

her, "Mary." She turned toward him and cried out in Aramaic, "Rabboni!" (which means Teacher). 17Jesus 

said, "Do not hold on to me, for I have not yet returned to the Father. Go instead to my brothers and tell 

them, 'I am returning to my Father and your Father, to my God and your God.' "  

 
18Mary Magdalene went to the disciples with the news: "I have seen the Lord!" And she told them that he 

had said these things to her.  

 

 

Easter changes everything!  And as we begin to emerge from this cruel pandemic we so long for change! 

 

It feels like the wilderness of Lent has lasted a whole year. The more so for the many who have been 

brutally struck down with Covid or bereaved: that has been their harsh reality and experience. 

 

Sometimes, one word changes everything: 

• It may be a cross word that breaks a loving relationship or friendship; 

• sometimes it’s a dreaded word from a doctor that announces a serious illness; even the word ‘Covid’. 

• but at other times it’s a simple word of recognition that brings joy and hope for the future. 

 

So it was on the first day of the week almost 2000 years ago in a garden somewhere in Jerusalem.  And that 

one word was a name, ‘Mary’   

 

That one word, ‘Mary’, changed everything for Mary Magdalene that first Easter Day: 

 

She was left alone, distraught and grieving for the dead Jesus in that Garden on the first Easter morning, 

knowing his body was missing from the tomb…. 

 
1Early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary Magdalene went to the tomb …..  

She goes to the tomb early in the darkness.  The dark is symbolic, for the light has gone out from her life. 

For Jesus is dead.  

 

She goes in utter dread to do final rites of death and burial, to complete the anointing of Jesus’ body.  

 

She finds the tomb empty. Her whole life is empty.   

What is happening, where has Jesus body gone?   
2"They have taken my Lord away," she said, "and I don't know where they have put him." 

 

Many of us feel fearful and fragile at times in our lives. It has been the experience of so very many this past 

demanding year, and maybe is now for some of you listening?  
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Disappointed, perplexed, defeated, broken .... 

That was exactly how the disciples felt after the crucifixion 

• Some had locked themselves away in fear in the upper room.   

• Two are travelling the Emmaus Road “downcast”, for their lost hero, the one who was going to make 

everything right. 

Now Mary is alone in the garden, at the door of an empty tomb, agonised and tearful. 

v. 14 At this, she turned round and saw a man standing there, but she did not realise that it was Jesus. She 

thinks he’s the gardener. 

 

In our lives the risen Jesus is standing next to us, but we don’t often realise it or recognise him. 

 

"Sir, if you have carried him away, tell me where you have put him, and I will get him. 

Then it happens: "Mary."  

She turned toward him and cried out in Aramaic, "Rabboni!" (which means Teacher). 

 

The greatest recognition scene in human literature! 

ONE WORD CHANGES EVERYTHING.  "MARY."  HER NAME! 

Her life is turned around about and upside down.  And all because of one word:  “Mary”  

 

However you feel today: joyful, hopeful, fearful, grieving, broken …. The Risen Jesus calls your name this 

Easter Day, as he called Mary’s. 

 

And he does know your name. He knows what you’re like.  More than that - he knows you -inside out!  It is 

written on the palm of his hand.  Behold, I have engraved you on the palms of my hands. Isaiah 49:16 

Get the force of that for a moment. In Risen Christ’s wounded crucified hands you are named, remembered 

saved.. 

One word changes everything:   

 

Three church friends were discussing death and one of them asked: "What would you like the vicar to say 

about you at your funeral?" 

The first of the friends said: I would like her to say, ‘he was a great human being, who cared about his 

community.’ 

The second said: ‘She was a great wife and mother, who was an example for many to follow’.  

The third friend said, ‘When the vicar stands next to my coffin, I would like the vicar to say, "Look, she's 

moving!!" 

 

As Jesus calls your name again this Easter Day, what is it that needs moving and resurrecting in your 

discipleship? 

• Your prayer life? 

• The Bible? 

• A relationship? 

• The relationship with Jesus?   

• Re-Commitment? 

• What needs resurrecting in your church? 

• What needs resurrecting in this diocese? 
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This Easter Day 2021 remember the risen Jesus calls your name as he called Mary Magdalene’s.   

 

Know too that, whatever your feelings, whatever your life situation, whatever your hopes or fears, however 

near or far you are from death, he is risen in power. 

 

That first Easter Day from recognition came Resurrection  … and it is the same today. 

As you next come to the communion rail whenever that is, and hold up your hands for his bread and wine, 

his body and blood, remember   

HE KNOWS YOUR NAME….. You are written on the palms of his loving crucified hands.  

 

Christ is risen - He is risen indeed.  Alleluia.        Have a Holy Easter. 

 


