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Today is Easter Sunday. However, for Christians there is an important sense in which every 
day is Easter day. The whole of life, everything we do and think, and therefore every Sunday 
of the year from Advent through to Christ the King is seen through the lens of Easter. Easter 
is the central event and central belief of the Christian faith. Without Easter nothing else 
about Christianity really makes sense. As Paul says in a verse that is not included in today's 
lectionary readings, "If for this life only we have hoped in Christ, we are of all people most 
to be pitied." (1 Corinthians 15.19) 
 
The first reading today is Isaiah 25.6–9. It is a vision of all things being gathered together by 
the God who wipes away tears and takes away disgrace. Death is swallowed up for ever (vs 
8). This is the victory that Easter achieves. 
 
Psalm 118 1-2; 14-24 is a song of thanksgiving after victory. Israel rejoices in God's steadfast 
love (vs 2). At vs 17 we find the lines, "I shall not die, but I shall live, and recount the deeds 
of the Lord." These words seem to speak clearly of Christ's victory over death, but also point 
to the task of the Church today which is to tell the story of what God has done. This psalm 
also contains some verses that became extremely important for the Christian Church – “The 
stone that the builders rejected has become the chief cornerstone. This is the Lord's doing; 
it is marvellous in our eyes. This is the day that the Lord has made. Let us rejoice and be glad 
in it" (vs 21-24). These verses seemed to the first Christians to describe Christ. He was the 
one who had been rejected, and yet by his resurrection became the cornerstone of the new 
community of faith. Jesus quotes these words himself at Matthew 21.42. Peter then quotes 
them before the Jewish counsel at Acts 4.11. Paul alludes to them in Ephesians 2.20 when 
he describes Christ as the cornerstone of the Church. 
 
In 1 Corinthians 15.1–11  Paul doing what the psalm commands: he is recounting the deeds 
of the Lord, reminding the Church in Corinth of the good news that he has proclaimed (vs 1) 
and by which they have been saved (vs 2) 
 
But on Easter day itself it is my belief and experience that the preaching of the resurrection 
must centre on the story itself and in so doing ‘recount the deeds of the Lord’ to the church 
today. John 20. 1–18 is, perhaps, the greatest account, ending in Mary Magdalen 
announcing to the disciples that she has ‘seen the Lord’ (vs 18). 
 


