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Some Greeks came to Philip, one of Jesus’s followers, and said “Sir, we would see Jesus.” 

 

“Sir, we would see Jesus.” Those words are often inscribed on pulpits, where the person 

who is about to preach can see them and be challenged by them. They are a reminder of our 

task to make Jesus known. 

 

But were those Greeks who spoke to Philip introduced to Jesus? And did he welcome them 

and teach them to be his disciples? Well, John only tells us that Philip told Andrew, that the 

two of them went and told Jesus – and that Jesus started talking about his death. And 

whatever it was that drew the Greeks to Jesus – whether it was his reputation for miracles, 

or his teaching, or the possibility that he was a great prophet or king – it probably wasn’t 

that he was expecting to be killed and was warning his followers that they might have to do 

the same. 

 

This was the Jesus of John 15:13– Greater love has no-one than this, to lay down one’s life 

for one’s friends. This was the Jesus who would go to the cross in the ultimate expression of 

love for you and for me.  

 

That wouldn’t have been easy for those Greeks to understand. As the Apostle Paul later 

wrote, “We preach Christ crucified, a stumbling block to Jews and foolishness to Gentiles” 

(1Corinthians 1:23). But it is in Christ crucified that we see the love of God who welcomes 

us, forgives us, and draws us in to a new kind of life - life in all its fullness made possible 

through his love at work in us. If you want to see Jesus, see him first as the Saviour who 

went to the cross so that you might have life. 

 

It is in the words of Scripture that we see what that life looks like, starting with the Gospel 

accounts. In the Sermon on the Mount, we see Jesus setting out values that run counter to 

any conventional way of thinking. And in his attitudes towards women, towards the poor, 

towards foreigners and outsiders, and towards those who lives didn’t reflect religious 

norms, Jesus showed an attitude of openness and love that is as challenging now as it was 

then. Even if you think you’ve heard those stories a thousand times, it’s important to go 

back to them, to see Jesus afresh in Scripture, and to allow the Jesus you see there to speak 

to you as you seek to be more like him through the work of the Holy Spirit within you. 
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One of the best decisions I made in parish ministry was to set aside the rather tired 

reflections that we had been offering in my church on Good Friday and, instead, to have 

Mark’s Gospel read aloud from beginning to end. It was astonishingly powerful to hear the 

story from beginning to end. Deeply moving. If you ‘would see’ Jesus, then read Mark’s 

Gospel. And then John’s and Luke’s and Matthew’s. Believe me, it will change you. 

  

Now, when you get towards the end of Matthew’s gospel, you will find one other important 

way in which we are to see Jesus. In Matthew 25, Jesus tells the story of people being 

surprised when a king rewards them saying “I was hungry and you fed me, I was thirsty and 

you gave me something to drink. I was a stranger and you invited me in. I needed clothes 

and you clothed me. I was sick and you looked after me. I was in prison and you came to 

visit me.” “But when did we see you?” the people say. “I tell you the truth,” replies the king, 

“whatever you did for the least of these brothers of mine you did for me.” 

 

We are called to see Jesus in others and to serve Jesus in others. Even when they are hard to 

love – perhaps especially when they are hard to love. So when you hear of our brothers and 

sisters in Marsabit in need, or of the refugee families coming to this diocese, or of others 

who are homeless, or in need of a food bank, or in trouble of any kind, remember the words 

of Jesus: “Whatever you did for the least of these brothers of mine, you did for me.” 

 

“Sir, we would see Jesus” said those Greeks. And today, we see him in the love of God 

poured out for us on the cross, we see him in the words of Scripture, still speaking to the 

hearts of those who would follow him, and we see him in those in need who we have the 

privilege of being able to serve.  

 

Finally, let me promise you that as you encounter Jesus, you can expect to be changed and 

your perspective on the world and the things that you find hard changed. Your 

understanding about what matters will become aligned with that of Jesus. As the song goes,  

‘Turn your eyes upon Jesus,  

look full in his wonderful face,  

and the things of Earth will grow strangely dim,  

in the light of his glory and grace.’ 


