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One of the things I love about the churches in East London and Essex is the sheer variety of worship 

being offered. The chances are that whatever your tradition - ancient or modern, quiet or loud, 

colourful vestments or not - you will find it in an Anglican church somewhere near you. Of course, 

that variety is sometimes a sign of real differences about aspects of what it means to be a Christian. 

Nevertheless, there are some important things that they have in common, one of which is the Bible. 

Whatever the tradition of your church, the Word of God is read at worship, consistently and 

seriously, however catholic, evangelical, conservative, progressive, charismatic or traditional that 

church might be – just to pick on a few possible labels. 

So, when James says, in this morning’s reading from his letter, “Be doers of the Word, not merely 

hearers”, that should be something that we can all unite behind – to put into action what we read in 

the Bible. As we are reminded every time we come to worship, the central message of the Bible is of 

God’s amazing love for all people, that, whatever our failures and mistakes, those who come to Jesus 

Christ can find forgiveness, salvation and hope in him, and the strength to live our lives according to 

his Word through the Holy Spirit at work in us. As we look ahead to a new term, a new season, it is 

good to remind ourselves of this eternal message of God’s love and to commit ourselves afresh as 

doers of his Word and not merely hearers. 

Of course, we remain fallible human beings at the same time. And one thing that human beings are 

good at is finding things to criticise each other for, sometimes as a way of distracting from the main 

point, even though we are all compromised in the end. I felt some sympathy for Alok Sharma, the 

Climate Minister, when one newspaper demanded that he should resign if he hadn’t sold his current 

car within a month and replaced it with an electric car. Rather than engaging seriously with the issue 

of climate change, they found one thing to criticise the minister for as a distraction.   

That’s what the Pharisees were doing in our Gospel reading today. Rather than engaging with Jesus’s 

message, they criticised him because some of his disciples had not washed their hands, as required 

by tradition. Jesus’s reply was to quote from the prophet Isaiah about people who honour God with 

their words but whose hearts are far from him.  

What, then, does it mean to be doers of God’s word, to honour him with our hearts as well as with 

what we say?  Jesus calls his followers to love God and to love our neighbours. And it is in the light of 

that that James says, “Religion that is pure and undefiled before God is this – to care for orphans and 

widows in their distress.” Orphans and widows were among the most vulnerable, disadvantaged 

people in society, and James saw standing up for the disadvantaged as a key way of living out the 

commandment to love our neighbours. 

One of the most remarkable things we have seen in this extraordinary period has been three 

England footballers – all three young, gifted, black Christians – living out their faith in very public 

ways. Whether in supporting food banks, campaigning for disadvantaged children to have free 

school meals during the Summer holidays, or in making their stand against racist abuse, Marcus 

Rashford, Raheem Stirling and Bukayo Saka have never hidden the fact that it is the Word of God 

that informs their actions. They are doers of the Word. Of course, some have sought to distract from 

their deeds by drawing attention to their wealth or tarring them with the negative aspects of some 

of those supporting ‘Black Lives Matter’ in the US, as if Rashford, Stirling and Saka were a Marxist 

cell out to destroy capitalism.   
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That will happen to us, as well, when we seek to be doers of the Word. It has been fantastic to see 

how our churches have responded to their communities needs during the pandemic. 

Of course, when you get involved in that kind of work, some people will call you a do-gooder, or 

point out your failings. We are all fallible, forgiven sinners, and some of us have had much to be 

forgiven for. But don’t let that put you off. As John Wesley said, “Do all the good you can, by all the 

means you can, in all the ways you can, in all the places you can, at all the times you can, to all the 

people you can, as long as ever you can.” 

The Gospel of Jesus Christ is good news – good news to us who, in the words of the hymn, are 

‘ransomed, healed, restored, forgiven’ and good news to others to whom we can reflect the love of 

God. As Jesus said “Let your light so shine before others that they may see your good deeds and 

glorify your father in heaven” (Matt. 5:16) 

So, brothers and sisters, don’t look for the differences, the things that divide, but look for the good 

you can do, the people you can serve and the opportunities that will come your way to make the 

love of God known, remembering that God is able to do immeasurably more than all we ask or 

imagine through his power that is at work within us. 

Almighty God,  

who called your church to bear witness 

that you were in Christ reconciling the world to yourself: 

help us to proclaim the good news of your love, 

that all who hear it may be drawn to you; 

through him who was lifted up on the cross, 

and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and for ever.  

Amen 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


