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These are tough times!  For most of us, the past two years have been challenging at best. For those 

who have been seriously ill, or who have lost loved-ones Covid has been desperately awful. For just 

about everyone, the restrictions, the loss of opportunity to spend time with others, and the impact 

on jobs, schools, relationships and the freedoms that we usually enjoy has been massive.  

 

The impact on churches has been huge and very painful.  We have all felt powerless at times. And, 

while most of our churches and their leaders have been doing a brilliant job, too often the headlines 

have been about cuts in clergy numbers, stipends, and even churches. To many, these have felt like 

signs of decline. It would be easy to get depressed about the whole situation. We seem powerless. 

And yet… 

 

I want to encourage you today, to bring you hope, and to help you to see that we can be 

ambassadors for hope in the communities that we serve.  To encourage you that the very moment 

when we feel utterly powerless is when God can work in us and through us to bring hope and light 

through the love of God and the power of the Spirit at work within us. 

 

Time and time again in the Bible, we read of God bringing hope to those who are hopeless, power to 

the powerless and light to those who have been walking in darkness. How many of the Psalms start 

with lament and end up celebrating the steadfast lovingkindness of God who loves us and wants 

nothing but the best for us. 

 

So many of Jesus’s teachings and actions are about how, in God’s economy, there is always hope for 

those who lack hope, justice for the downtrodden, peace and healing for those in pain, and blessings 

– abundant blessings, by the sheer Grace of God, far greater than anything we deserve or can 

imagine.  

 

As someone wrote:  

The teachings of Jesus tell us that in God's economy, workers who come early in the morning, 

workers who come in the hot noonday sun, and workers who begin to pick grapes as the sun begins 

to slide down the horizon all get paid the same wage, a living wage, a sustainable wage. 

A rich man throws a party, invites all his rich friends, and they do not come. So, he sends his servant 

out in the streets and gets the poor, the homeless, the sick, and the blind, and invites them to sit at 

the table and enjoy the banquet. 

A crowd is gathered on the mountainside, and Jesus is there to preach. But before he starts preaching 

the good news, he enacts the good news, using a child's lunch to make food for thousands. Abundant 

food, so that there are basketfuls of left-overs at the end. 

In God's economy, the despised Samaritan has the good heart to pick up a sick man off the ground, 

put him on his donkey, take him to the hospital, and leave money there to pay for his care. That's 

what God's economy looks like.  

 

And the things that Jesus taught through his parables he lived out in his actions. Time and time 

again, to people experiencing crises, Jesus would bring compassion, hope and abundant blessing. 

Our Gospel reading today is no exception. Who is experiencing the crisis?  Well, it’s the bridegroom. 

In that culture, it was the bridegroom’s responsibility to provide the wine for the wedding feast. And 

a groom who failed to do so would bring shame on himself and his family. 



 

So, the scene is set. Lots of people, including Mary, Jesus and all his disciples had been invited to the 

wedding. One detail tells us that this was a prestigious wedding: The water-jars for washing the 

guests were stone, not clay. Stone jars were difficult and expensive to make, so were only used by 

the well-off. But being well-off doesn’t prevent or save you from shame if you run out of wine at 

your own wedding. 

 

The writer of this account fills it with all sorts of detail that has echoes for us ‘on the third day’, ‘my 

hour has not yet come’ and so on, but today I want to just concentrate on the sheer outrageous 

generosity of what Jesus did. He took the water intended for ceremonial washing and turned it into 

somewhere between 750 and 1100 bottles of fine wine that so impressed the steward that he told 

the bridegroom ‘most people serve the good wine first and the second-rate stuff later but you’ve 

kept the best until now’. More importantly, Jesus had had compassion on the hapless bridegroom 

who had failed to prepare enough wine, and had removed the cause of his shame, not just with a 

few bottles but with an abundant blessing far beyond what was actually needed.  

 

You see, God wants to bless us. When we are struggling, he wants to transform us and the situations 

that we are in through the abundant, overwhelming riches of his grace. When people and families 

and communities are struggling, he wants us to be agents of his grace, bringing hope and love and 

new life through his spirit at work within us. 

 

I shall always remember the burglary at St Paul’s Church in Stratford a few years ago in which the 

few things that they had in their food bank were taken. At the very least, it was embarrassing, 

because it meant that they had nothing to give away the next day. But God had other ideas. As word 

spread in the local community, people who had never had anything to do with the church started 

appearing with gifts of food. Children at the local primary brought bags of stuff, local residents 

appeared with boxes of pasta, and even the local police had a whip-round. In no time, St Paul’s food 

bank was full with far more than they had lost, and everyone in the local community knew about 

their work and their generosity to the needy. That’s the grace of God. 

 

So, dear friends, do not be disheartened. We are in difficult times, but we can have hope. Hope in 

the God who loves us with an abundant, overwhelming love far beyond anything that we can 

imagine, the God who want to bring hope and love and light to our world, and who invites us to 

share in that task as we allow the holy spirit to guide us and equip us to be agents of his love.  

 

As the prayer for today says, may he ‘transform the poverty of our nature by the riches of his 

grace, and in the renewal of our lives make known his heavenly glory, ’ through Jesus Christ, 

Amen 

 


