
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Worship for  

the 18th Sunday after Trinity – 11 October 2020 

 

 

by 

Elwin Cockett 

Archdeacon of West Ham 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Page 2 of 6 
 

God, our judge and saviour, 

teach us to be open to your truth 

and to trust in your love, 

that we may live each day 

with confidence in the salvation which is given 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 

Readings 

Exodus 32.1-14 

32When the people saw that Moses delayed to come down from the mountain, the 

people gathered around Aaron and said to him, ‘Come, make gods for us, who shall go 

before us; as for this Moses, the man who brought us up out of the land of Egypt, we do not 

know what has become of him.’ 2Aaron said to them, ‘Take off the gold rings that are on the 

ears of your wives, your sons, and your daughters, and bring them to me.’ 3So all the people 

took off the gold rings from their ears, and brought them to Aaron. 4He took the gold from 

them, formed it in a mould, and cast an image of a calf; and they said, ‘These are your gods, 

O Israel, who brought you up out of the land of Egypt!’ 5When Aaron saw this, he built an 

altar before it; and Aaron made proclamation and said, ‘Tomorrow shall be a festival to 

the Lord.’6They rose early the next day, and offered burnt-offerings and brought sacrifices of 

well-being; and the people sat down to eat and drink, and rose up to revel. 

7 The Lord said to Moses, ‘Go down at once! Your people, whom you brought up out of the 

land of Egypt, have acted perversely; 8they have been quick to turn aside from the way that 

I commanded them; they have cast for themselves an image of a calf, and have worshipped 

it and sacrificed to it, and said, “These are your gods, O Israel, who brought you up out of 

the land of Egypt!” ’ 9The Lord said to Moses, ‘I have seen this people, how stiff-necked they 

are. 10Now let me alone, so that my wrath may burn hot against them and I may consume 

them; and of you I will make a great nation.’ 

11 But Moses implored the Lord his God, and said, ‘O Lord, why does your wrath burn hot 

against your people, whom you brought out of the land of Egypt with great power and with 

a mighty hand? 12Why should the Egyptians say, “It was with evil intent that he brought 

them out to kill them in the mountains, and to consume them from the face of the earth”? 
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Turn from your fierce wrath; change your mind and do not bring disaster on your 

people. 13Remember Abraham, Isaac, and Israel, your servants, how you swore to them by 

your own self, saying to them, “I will multiply your descendants like the stars of heaven, and 

all this land that I have promised I will give to your descendants, and they shall inherit it for 

ever.” ’ 14And the Lord changed his mind about the disaster that he planned to bring on his 

people. 

Philippians 4.1-9 

41Therefore, my brothers and sisters, whom I love and long for, my joy and crown, stand 

firm in the Lord in this way, my beloved. 

2 I urge Euodia and I urge Syntyche to be of the same mind in the Lord. 3Yes, and I ask you 

also, my loyal companion, help these women, for they have struggled beside me in the work 

of the gospel, together with Clement and the rest of my co-workers, whose names are in the 

book of life. 

4 Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. 5Let your gentleness be known to 

everyone. The Lord is near. 6Do not worry about anything, but in everything by prayer and 

supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. 7And the peace of 

God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ 

Jesus.  

8 Finally, beloved, whatever is true, whatever is honourable, whatever is just, whatever is 

pure, whatever is pleasing, whatever is commendable, if there is any excellence and if there 

is anything worthy of praise, think about these things. 9Keep on doing the things that you 

have learned and received and heard and seen in me, and the God of peace will be with you. 

 

Gospel Reading 

Matthew 22.1-14 

22Once more Jesus spoke to them in parables, saying: 2‘The kingdom of heaven may be 

compared to a king who gave a wedding banquet for his son. 3He sent his slaves to call those 

who had been invited to the wedding banquet, but they would not come. 4Again he sent 
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other slaves, saying, “Tell those who have been invited: Look, I have prepared my dinner, 

my oxen and my fat calves have been slaughtered, and everything is ready; come to the 

wedding banquet.” 5But they made light of it and went away, one to his farm, another to his 

business, 6while the rest seized his slaves, maltreated them, and killed them. 7The king was 

enraged. He sent his troops, destroyed those murderers, and burned their city. 8Then he 

said to his slaves, “The wedding is ready, but those invited were not worthy. 9Go therefore 

into the main streets, and invite everyone you find to the wedding banquet.” 10Those slaves 

went out into the streets and gathered all whom they found, both good and bad; so the 

wedding hall was filled with guests. 

11 ‘But when the king came in to see the guests, he noticed a man there who was not 

wearing a wedding robe, 12and he said to him, “Friend, how did you get in here without a 

wedding robe?” And he was speechless. 13Then the king said to the attendants, “Bind him 

hand and foot, and throw him into the outer darkness, where there will be weeping and 

gnashing of teeth.” 14For many are called, but few are chosen.’ 

 
 

A Reflection 

What are we to make of today’s Gospel reading, with its strange parable – or two parables, 

maybe – about a king inviting guests to a wedding banquet and then being angry when one 

gets in without suitable clothing?  It’s a bit like that dream you’ve probably had – I know I 

have – where you’re somewhere really important but realise that you’re wearing the wrong 

clothes. 

Well, firstly it’s about God’s love for you and for me. If the king in the story is God the 

Father, then Jesus seems to be telling us that God has reached out to humanity time and 

time again, sending messengers with the good news and longing for us to respond. He does 

so out of deep love for us – ‘God so loved the world’, as John 3:16 says ‘that he sent his only 

begotten son that all who believe in him should not perish but have everlasting life”. 

That’s not ‘God made the world’ or ‘God was angry with the world’. It’s ‘God so loved the 

world’. And that includes you.  The story tells us that God never gave up on us, and never 

will give up on us. Like the father in the story of the Prodigal Son, God has his arms open 

wide to those who will respond to his invitation. 

Secondly, it’s an invitation that’s open to anyone, good or bad, whether we think they – or 

we – deserve it or not. The thief on the cross next to Jesus had done nothing to deserve it, 



Page 5 of 6 
 

but Jesus told him that they would meet again in Paradise. As that great hymn, To God be 

the glory, puts it  

‘The vilest offender who truly believes, 

that moment from Jesus a pardon receives’. 

 

If it’s an invitation that’s open to everyone, why do some people not respond?  In this first 

parable, Jesus tells us that some will be too concerned with the business of this world, with 

success, whatever form it takes – money, career, status, even family – to seek God’s will for 

their lives. There’s nothing wrong with worldly success, but if it becomes your idol, like the 

golden calf in our first reading, it replaces God. It’s a question of priorities.  ‘Seek first his 

kingdom and his righteousness’ says Jesus in the Sermon on the Mount, ‘and all these things 

will be given to you as well’. 

Then there are those who will respond with anger or disdain to the good news. You 

probably know someone who is furious with the God that they don’t believe in, and who 

rejects the invitation of God to join the banquet. We can pray that hearts may be softened, 

but knowing that God never forces his love on anyone. 

Be sure, though, that no-one is beyond the love of God.  Like the thief crucified next to 

Jesus, there is nothing that we can do to deserve God’s love and yet, like the heavenly father 

that he is, he loves us without qualification. If you were the most sinful, wretched person in 

the world, God would still love you. That’s Grace. ‘Amazing grace, how sweet the sound, that 

saved a wretch like me’, wrote the ex-slave trader, John Newton. Newton, of course, had a 

deeply troubled conscience. Thousands of Africans had died or were enslaved through his 

actions and the trade that he had been part of and that continues to have repercussions in 

our own time. He knew he didn’t deserve God’s love, and yet learned humbly that God did 

indeed love him – even him - and was inviting him to know life in all its fullness through him. 

Newton went on, of course, to play a big part with Wilberforce, Ignatius Sancho, Olaudah 

Equino and others to abolish the slave trade. You could say that Newton learned through 

the grace and love of God that Black Lives Matter. 

So what are we to make of the second part of the Gospel reading?  Here’s a man who, after 

all, has responded to the King’s invitation. He is there because he has been invited. But 

when he is found to be wearing the wrong clothes he is thrown out, ‘into the outer 

darkness where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.’ 

The Bible has plenty to say about clothes. Paul says in Romans 13:14 ‘clothe yourselves with 

the Lord Jesus Christ’, and in Ephesians 6 he uses the imagery of ‘the whole armour of God’.  

As one writer has put it, ‘to put on the wedding robe provided by the king is to take on the 

garments of Christ; when we come to the wedding feast, we are clothed like everyone else 

in mercy.’   

And if we ‘put on’ the garments of Christ, we take on the values of the Kingdom of God. 

We will ‘let our gentleness be known to everyone’, and seek those things that are true and 
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honourable, just and pure. We stand with the one who was anointed to preach good news 

to the poor, to proclaim freedom for prisoners and recovery of sight for the blind, to 

release the oppressed and to proclaim the Lord’s favour. 

There will be those, Jesus is telling us, who respond to the invitation but don’t ‘put on 

Christ’, who don’t show any love for God or for their neighbour, and in whom there is no 

evidence of the ‘fruit of the Spirit’ that Paul describes in Galatians 5: love, joy, peace, 

patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control.  Perhaps with an eye 

to the parable, Paul warns us that those whose lives are marked with hatred, discord, 

jealousy, fits of rage, selfish ambition, dissensions and factions – in other words, those who 

are like the man in the parable who is found wearing the wrong clothes - will not inherit the 

Kingdom of God.    

Sometimes, seeking to make known the values of the Kingdom of God is going to get us into 

trouble. If, like John Newton, we see that wrongs caused by the slave trade persist to this 

day, we have to say that black lives matter to God and to us.  If we see the poor being 

ground and trapped by debt, we have to say that they matter to God and to us. And if we 

see lies being told in order to keep people down, even if they’re told by someone holding a 

Bible and standing in front of a church, we must tell the truth, even if that attracts hostility. 

And so, my friends, let me encourage you not only to respond to God’s loving invitation, 

but to ‘put on Christ’, to allow the Holy Spirit to mould you and change you so that your 

lives reflect the work of the Spirit within you. As Paul writes, ‘whatever is true, whatever is 

honourable, whatever is just, whatever is pure, whatever is pleasing, whatever is 

commendable, if there is any excellence and if there is anything worthy of praise, think 

about these things’. Clothe yourselves with the Lord Jesus Christ, and as you join in the 

banquet of the Eucharist, may the grace and peace and love of God be with you. 

We praise and thank you, O Christ, for this sacred feast: 

for here we receive you, 

here the memory of your passion is renewed, 

here our minds are filled with grace, 

and here a pledge of future glory is given, 

when we shall feast at that table where you reign 

with all your saints for ever. 

Amen 

 


