
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sermon  

Listening to God’s call 

2nd Sunday of Epiphany – 14 January 2018 

 

Elwin Cockett, Archdeacon of West Ham 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Page 2 of 3 
 

A sermon for the Second Sunday of Epiphany 
 
Samuel 3: 1-10 
Psalm 139: 1-16, 13-18 
Revelation 5 1-10  
John 1 43-51 
 
There are some fantastic stories in the Bible of people encountering God and being called by 

him. They range from terrifying experiences, like Paul’s on the Damascus Road, to the quiet 

ones, like Elijah hearing God’s ‘still small voice’, and the frankly mysterious story of Jacob 

wrestling with God. Very often the important question both in Bible times and for us today is 

not ‘Is God still speaking?’ but ‘Are we prepared to listen?’   

 

Let me say here and now that I believe that God is speaking to us all the time through the 

Bible, through other people, through flashes of inspiration, prayer and contemplation, and my 

challenge to you today is ‘what is God saying to you today, and how are you going to 

respond?’ 

 

Today’s first reading was beautiful. The boy, Samuel, hears a voice in the night. Thinking it is 

the voice of Eli, the old priest, he responds willingly, even enthusiastically, “Here I am!”  Eli, 

knowing that he had not called Samuel, tells him to listen for God’s voice, so that when he 

hears it, Samuel responds ‘Speak, Lord, your servant is listening’. Isn’t that a model that we 

can all follow? As we spend time with God in prayer, however we do it, we need to give God 

the space to speak, and allow ourselves the space to hear what he is saying to us.     

 

After all, God knows us inside-out. As our psalm, Psalm 139, makes clear, we are known 

completely by God. As our heavenly father, God has known us and loved us since before we 

were born. He knows our deepest fears and our hearts desires. He knows what we are 

capable of and, better than we do, understands our strengths and weaknesses. 

 

That means, of course, that when God calls us to a particular thing we can have complete 

confidence in him because he knows that we have the potential to fulfill that calling in his 

strength, guided by his Spirit. It also means, though, that he knows our weaknesses, our 

fallibility, and our failures to live up to our calling as sons and daughters of God. 

 

Thus it is that in our reading from Revelation chapter 5, in that hard-to-understand 

apocalyptic vision, when the angel asks who is worthy to open the seven seals we are told 

that no-one was found worthy. No-one, that is, except the Lamb, Jesus Christ, by whose 

blood were redeemed people ‘from every tribe and language and people and nation’.  

 

None of us is worthy. We all fail. ‘If we say that we have no sin we deceive ourselves. But if 

we confess our sin, God is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and cleanse us from all 

unrighteousness’. It is in Christ that we find forgiveness, renewal, and the strength to live up 

to his calling on our lives. And when we find that, it is exciting, and something worth telling 

others about. 

 

“Come and see,” says Philip to his friend Nathaniel in our Gospel reading. Philip had had a 

face-to-face encounter with Jesus. Now he wants to share the news of that with others, even 

others who are slightly skeptical, like Nathaniel. ‘Can anything good come out of Nazareth?’ 
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Nathaniel asks, rather scathingly, but Philip persists, and the result is that Nathaniel too 

comes to know Jesus.  

 

Sharing good news is about inviting others to share in the joys we have experienced. Philip 

does not disguise his joy at encountering Jesus; he lets his light shine. His invitation is 

welcoming, not coercive. He shares experience, not theology. He wants his friend to 

experience the life-changing truth he has encountered. Nathaniel’s affirmation of faith 

emerges in his encounter with Jesus.  

 

There’s a lovely story that I often read at Christmas about Papa Panov (you might know it) 

who dreams that he is going to meet Jesus on Christmas Day. During the day, he meets 

various people who he helps out – a cold roadsweeper who he shares his breakfast with, a 

young mum with a baby to whom he gives a pair of shoes he’d made, and beggars off the 

street, who he shares his soup with. But at the end of the day, he is disappointed because it 

seems that Jesus hadn’t come. And then, as if in a dream, he sees all the people he’d met 

during the day, and they all say ‘didn’t you see me?’ Then Jesus speaks ‘I was hungry and 

you fed me, naked and you clothed me, thirsty and you gave me drink’. 

 

The good news is seen in the Bible in the person of Jesus – his words, his actions, his 

presence here among us. God with us. And now, God calls us together to be the body of 

Christ – in our words, our actions, and our presence among those he calls us to serve.  

 

The way we serve others is the greatest testimony to the love of God at work within us. God 

is constantly speaking, through his word and through the lives of his people. May each of us 

respond to his call and together be the people that he is calling us to be, through the power 

of his Spirit at work within us. 

 


