
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sermon  
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True glory  Isaiah 62:1-5, 1 Corinthians 12:1-11, John 2:1-11 

“Jesus did this, the first of his signs, in Cana of Galilee, and revealed his glory; and his 

disciples believed in him.” 

A while ago I asked a group of clergy what they thought true glory looked like and they 

couldn’t really decide – but I imagine a group of non-Christian folk, with a more secular 

understanding of glory, might find it easier and come up with something like winning the 

World Cup or ‘Strictly’, driving through Windsor in a gilded carriage, or perhaps even 

charging over the top of the trenches to face unrelenting enemy fire. 

Many ideas we might come up with would be amazing, inspiring, unique, beautiful, but are 

they glorious?  What are the hallmarks of real glory and have we ever seen it? 

I'm not sure I've got the answer, but I reckon that we could start by suggesting that true 

glory must always take us above and beyond.  In the miracle at Cana, Jesus took water, the 

most boring drink you could think of, the most common substance on the planet, and didn't 

just turn it into wine, he turned it into the very best wine - in vast quantities.  Way above 

and beyond. 

So how does that compare with Geoff Hurst’s World Cup hat-trick or a hero of the First 

World War?  Whatever human beings achieve, that mastery often leaves people striving to 

see if they can match the achievement, or even surpass it.  People often quote their heroes 

as the inspiration for how they managed to do even more. 

But nobody said after the wedding at Cana, 'I'm going to beat that.'  True glory isn't seen in 

anything we can then aspire to in our own strength, surely it's only seen when we are lifted 

above and beyond ourselves, when we are left wondering, speechless - worshipping, even. 

Above and beyond....  Records fall, politicians retire, technology advances - just when we 

think we've got there, achieved the ultimate, got to the top, done the best that could ever 

be done, it passes.  But true glory never fades. 

The amazing thing about this moment of glory is that is has lasted, not because it was 

surrounded by publicity, not because it turned out to be a great party, not because large 

sums of money were involved or because Jesus took centre stage - but because it took the 

few who witnessed it above and beyond anything they knew or could imagine.  As St Paul 

once said (1 Cor 2:9), "No eye has seen, no ear has heard, no mind has conceived what God 

has prepared for those who love him." 

True glory isn't when we see something we want to emulate or exceed.  True glory is when 

we see something that we know we could never imagined on our own.  It can be 

anonymous, humble, seemingly insignificant, and yet still glorious - ordinary water into 

wonderful wine at a wedding taking place in a small village, nowhere special, between two 

people whose identity we have no idea of.  This wasn't raising the dead or giving sight to the 

blind.  In the grand scheme of things, it wasn't that important - but it was glorious. 
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Here is the good news for a world where glory so often disappoints, fades, or comes with 

strings attached and hidden agendas.  In Jesus Christ (John 1:14), "The Word became flesh 

and dwelt among us. We have seen his glory."  We have seen it.  The glory of the 

incarnation, the glory of the cross, the glory of Easter.  The glory of grace, mercy, 

gentleness, kindness and love shown in such measures as to leave us worshipping the one in 

whom we have found these things. 

Having just said that we can’t hope to emulate this glory, that’s not strictly true.  We can 

show this glory in our own lives when we feed the hungry, welcome the stranger, forgive, 

reconcile, love, hope, build, strengthen, in ways we would never have normally done 

without the presence of the Holy Spirit within. 

In a world starved of true glory, we have some remarkable news for everyone, news we 

shouldn't hesitate to proclaim and demonstrate.  Listen to Isaiah’s words of encouragement, 

“The nations shall see your vindication and all the kings your glory.  You shall be a crown of 

beauty in the hand of the Lord, and a royal diadem in the hand of your God.” 

A recent survey of multi-millionaires asked how much money you had to have to be rich 

and they all said about twice the amount they already had (and they were already multi-

millionaires) – so no glory in wealth then. 

In a conversation with someone who works for a fashion magazine, I was told that there are 

now no photographs in any magazine that won't have been touched up in some way.  We all 

want to look like people who don't actually exist - it can't be done, and so there's no glory 

in appearance either. 

Some folk are desperate for power only to discover that one day someone more powerful 

comes along and they have to stand aside, or they get out-voted in plans they have slaved 

over to save the nation.  So no glory there either. 

At the 2000 Olympic Games Bradley Wiggins won a bronze medal and felt as though he’d 

achieved all he ever wanted to – except when he won gold in 2004, which he thought was 

better, until he won two golds in 2008.  I guess even Olympic glory doesn’t do the trick. 

These things just don't satisfy, they only offer false promises that never truly deliver. 

But we have seen true glory.  “Jesus did this, the first of his signs, in Cana of Galilee, and 

revealed his glory; and his disciples believed in him.”  We have seen someone who never 

disappoints, someone who is eternal and who transforms the poverty of our nature by the 

riches of his grace.  If anyone wants to know what glory looks like, don't let them get 

carried away by anything other than the real thing - the 'above and beyond-ness' of Jesus 

Christ. 

And, however unlikely it might seem to you, we are the glorious bearers of this amazing 

news. 


