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THE GATHERING 
 
The Lord be with you 
and also with you. 
God in Christ has revealed his glory. 
Come let us worship. 
From the rising of the sun to its setting 
the Lord’s name is greatly to be praised. 
Give him praise, you servants of the Lord. 
O praise the name of the Lord! 
 
 
THE JOURNEY OF THE MAGI AT BARKING LODGE     
 
 
The Collect 
 
Creator of the heavens 
Who led the Magi by a star 
To worship the Christ-child: 
Guide and sustain us, 
That we may find our journey’s end 
in Jesus Christ, our Lord. 
Amen. 
 
THE GOSPEL READING 
 
Alleluia, alleluia. 
We have seen his star at its rising, 
and have come to pay him homage. 
 
Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew   (Ellen) 
Glory to you, O Lord 
 
Matthew 2:1-11 
In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, wise men from the East came to 
Jerusalem, asking, ‘Where is the child who has been born king of the Jews? For we observed his star at its 
rising, and have come to pay him homage.’ When King Herod heard this, he was frightened, and all Jerusalem 
with him; and calling together all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the 
Messiah was to be born. They told him, ‘In Bethlehem of Judea; for so it has been written by the prophet: “And 
you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; for from you shall come 
a ruler who is to shepherd  my people Israel.”  
 



Then Herod secretly called for the wise men and learned from them the exact time when the star had 
appeared. Then he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, ‘Go and search diligently for the child; and when you have 
found him, bring me word so that I may also go and pay him homage.’ When they had heard the king, they set 
out; and there, ahead of them, went the star that they had seen at its rising, until it stopped over the place 
where the child was. When they saw that the star had stopped, they were overwhelmed with joy. On entering 
the house, they saw the child with Mary his mother; and they knelt down and paid him homage. Then, opening 
their treasure-chests, they offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. And having been warned in a 
dream not to return to Herod, they left for their own country by another road.   
 
This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
 
ADDRESS 
 
So it’s a new year. 
What are your first questions as 2021 begins? Maybe: 

• Will it be as brutal as last year, as we continue through this pandemic? 

• Will the vaccines work? 

• When will I get one? 

• Will the economy turn round so can I get a job? 

• Can I cope with much more of this? 
 
What are the big questions for you at the start of 2021? 
 
I wonder if you know what the first big question in the New Testament is?   
 
It’s there in Matthew’s Gospel when the mysterious Wise Men or Magi, Eastern astronomers arrive in 
Jerusalem.  
They ask  ‘Where is the child born to be king?   
The first big question is about Jesus! 
 
The right question - but they ask it of the wrong person: the evil King Herod. You know the story: in the end by 
the guidance of an ancient scripture and the light of a star they make it to Bethlehem and the baby King Jesus. 
It’s always important with big questions to ask them of the right people! 
 
You may be asking if the vaccine is safe. The right people: the medical scientists have universally said a big YES.  
So, if you are offered a vaccine, I hope you will take it.   
 
One thing is clear to me, the pandemic has reminded us that we are not in control of this planet.   
In the midst of the wondering, waiting, worrying in this new year, the accompanying question for us who have 
faith or are searching for meaning is, so where is God in all this?  Perhaps that’s the big question for you in 
2021?  ‘Where is the child who has been born king?’ v.2 
 
In effect “Where is Jesus in all this?   
How can I find him afresh?   
Or maybe even for the first time? 
 
 
Today we celebrate the EPIPHANY. 



Epiphany is about the revealing of God in Christ. 
God showing himself to us. 
 
The January sales may well be off this year, with their attractive shop window displays, beckoning you in to 
consider and buy. But that in fact illustrates the meaning of Epiphany: manifestation, revelation, display.  
 
God puts himself out there on display: 
▪ In creation, the light of a star 
▪ Through outsiders: Magi, wise men 
▪ He’s out there for the shoppers, the bargain hunters, the seekers as well as the churchgoers. 
▪ He is out there in the world as much, if not more than in here in the church. 
▪ The more so through this pandemic   
Jesus came to show us what God is like. 
 
I love the story of the teacher in a primary school who, looking over a little girl pupil’s shoulder, asked her what 
she was drawing  
“ I’m drawing God,” came the reply. 
“You can’t draw God.  No-one knows what he looks like,” said the teacher. 
“They will in a minute,” said the girl! 
 
Jesus is what God looks like. 
He is the image of the invisible God. 

• He is in the vulnerable baby in the cattle stall, for all who are so vulnerable at present.  

• He is in the bleeding hands of the crucified man stretched out in love to us on a rough wooden cross. 

• He is in the glorious body of the Risen Christ, bringing hope to us all. 
 
God is out there for us in Jesus, for all of us. 
The question at the start of this fearful new year is, “Is he in here – in our hearts?” for you and for me. 
 
Sometimes he comes to us in the least likely people, in the most unexpected of situations! 
That is the story of the wise men 
 
Like them we are pilgrims travelling on through this world.   
Like them we carry many questions and concerns at every turn in the road.   
But the greatest of all is: WHO IS THIS JESUS? - for us and for others? 
 
R.S. Thomas reminds us in his poem “Pilgrimages”:  “He is such a fast God, always before us and leaving as we 
arrive!”  For all pilgrims, the journey counts as much as the destination.   
 
I wonder how much that was true for the Wise men in our Gospel, following that star in trust and faith. 
They did not know at first where they were going, how far the journey would take them or who they would 
find!   
 
These Magi, these wise men speak to us strongly about TRUST! 
 
They trusted God in the darkness 
They followed a star:  light in the darkness. 
 
The pandemic journey has been a dark one for so many, but Christ is our light. 
   



Notice, that despite the Christmas card images, Matthew does not say it was a bright or bigger star, simply a 
star, a small point in the sky.    Arriving in Jerusalem they simply ask:  ‘Where is the child who has been born 
king? For we seen his star in the east and have come to worship him.’ 
The implication is that it is a new star, but nothing is said of its size.  Light in the darkness – a star, a pin prick 
maybe, but God’s light for them. 
 
In pondering it we should not forget the practicalities: 
Daylight obscures stars, so do clouds in the night sky. 
Yet the stars are still there, and this star was still there for the Magi, even though at times they could not see it. 
 
Trust in God is no trust unless we can trust him in the darkness, when there is no reassuring light. 
You will have had dark times last year, maybe for some extreme and long darkness. 
 
Then your answer to that question WHO IS JESUS? will really count.  If you truly know this one who died and 
rose for you, you will know he can be trusted. 
 
The Magi were latecomers to the manger, but much better late than never!  They found Jesus. 
Our destination, in worldly terms, is unclear, but the calling through this dark pandemic is: 
▪ to keep going, to keep setting out in faith; 
▪ to face the darkness in trust; 
▪ to expect God in the unexpected and least likely people; 
▪ to offer God to others, for we ourselves are called to be his Epiphanies 
 
And to keep asking: Where is the child born to be king? 
 
A Prayer 
Lord God, you have called your servants 
to ventures of which we cannot see the ending, 
by paths as yet untrodden, through perils unknown. 
Give us faith to go out with good courage, 
not knowing where we go,  
but only that your hand is leading us 
and your love supporting us; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  
Amen. 
 
 
 
INTERCESSIONS   
 
Let us worship the Saviour with joy 
and make our prayer to our heavenly Father. 
The magi came from the east to worship your Son: 
Father, grant to Christians everywhere 
the spirit of adoration … 
Lord of glory, 
hear our prayer. 
 
The infant Christ received gifts of gold, incense and myrrh: 
Father, accept the offering of our hearts and minds 
[at the beginning of this year] … 



Lord of glory, 
hear our prayer. 
 
The kingdoms of this world have become 
the kingdom of our Lord and of his Christ: 
Father, grant an abundance of peace to your world … 
Lord of glory, 
hear our prayer. 
 
The Holy Family lived in exile and in the shadow of death: 
Father, look in mercy on all who are poor and powerless, 
and all who suffer … 
Lord of glory, 
hear our prayer. 
 
Your Son shared the life of his home and family at Nazareth: 
Father, protect in your love our neighbours, 
our families and this community of which we are a part … 
Lord of glory, 
hear our prayer. 
 
Father, we rejoice in our fellowship 
with the shepherds, the angels, the magi, 
the Virgin Mary, Saint Joseph 
and all the faithful departed. 
In your unfailing love for us and for all people, 
hear and answer our prayers through your Son, 
our Saviour Jesus Christ. 
Amen. 
 
 
BLESSING 
 
May God the Father, 
who led the wise men by the shining of a star 
to find the Christ, the Light from light, 
lead you also in your pilgrimage to find the Lord. 
Amen. 
 
May God, who has delivered us from the dominion of darkness, 
give us a place with the saints in light 
in the kingdom of his beloved Son. 
Amen. 
 
May the light of the glorious gospel of Christ 
shine in your hearts and fill your lives 
with his joy and peace. 
Amen. 
 
And the blessing of God Almighty, 



The Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, 
Be with you this day, and always. 
Amen. 
 
 
 


