
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sermon Notes  

Genesis 22: 1-14 

Psalm 13 

Romans 6: 12-23 

Matthew 10: 40-42 
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The passage from Genesis raises questions which are uncomfortable for us – we need to remember 

that in an era when child sacrifice was not unknown in surrounding nations, the story emphasises that 

Abraham does not have to carry through the initial request, because ‘The Lord will provide’. We note 

the prophetic quality of this assurance in v 8 and v14, in the light of much later Christian 

understandings of the atonement. The idea of Abraham being ‘tested’ links with the experience of 

Israel in the wilderness (Deuteronomy 8:2), and we see Abraham’s faith and obedience – which 

precedes God’s provision. Abraham has seen the birth of Isaac, and God’s care for Hagar and his child 

by her, and his trust in God has grown in and through these experiences. This reaches a climax with 

his willingness to sacrifice the precious, promised son of his old age.  

 

Psalm 13, with its reference to ‘enemies’ and its plaintive, honest cry of ‘how long’ contrasts with 

Abraham’s unquestioning obedience and gives us a different picture of relationship with God. The 

psalmist’s frustration and sense of desperation echo down the centuries – but the final verses 5 and 

6 show how anguished, questioning prayer can lead to a place of renewed trust and refreshed worship. 

 

In the second part of Romans chapter 6, Paul is working out the consequences of being united with 

Christ in baptism. Some typical Pauline contrasts are drawn, between sin and righteousness, law and 

grace, slavery and freedom, culminating in v23: ‘For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God 

is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.’ The word used for ‘wages’ here is sometimes used for the 

payment made to soldiers and for pocket money given to slaves, which is a more likely reference in 

view of the rest of the passage. At the centre of Paul’s argument is the obedience that comes ‘from 

the heart’ (v17) and completely changes allegiance. This makes a nonsense of the idea of freedom to 

sin because of the availability of forgiveness; Paul understands discipleship, like slavery, as something 

exclusive. 

 

The language of reward is also found in the Gospel reading. The chapter has begun with a reminder 

from Jesus that those who have been sent out may encounter welcome and hospitality, or arrest and 

persecution. Obedience and faithfulness are likely to damage human relationships, cause rifts within 

families and be very demanding for the disciple. To receive someone implies listening to them and 

offering them food (v10 and v14). Yet those who respond with welcome and generosity to the one 

who stands before them will be rewarded. The parable of the sheep and goats in Matthew 25 seems 

to be anticipated here; in dangerous and difficult times, those who welcome disciples, no matter how 

insignificant, are welcoming Jesus, and indeed, the one who sent him.   

 


