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SERMON NOTES 

 

2 Corinthians 8.7-end 

This forms part of chapters 1 - 9 of 2 Corinthians, a letter sent from Macedonia to Corinth 

to assure the Corinthians of Paul's continuing care for them. The theme throughout the 

letter is what it means to be an apostle. 

 

This section is part of Paul's instructions about the collection for the church in Jerusalem - 

the fund Paul is raising as a gift from Gentile Christians to Jewish Christians. The collection 

is both a response to genuine human need and symbolic of the partnership of Jews and 

Gentiles in the Gospel. 

 

 

Mark 5.21-end  

This forms part of the Gospel account of Jesus' ministry in Galilee. It is in the following 

chapter that he begins his final journey to Jerusalem. Chapter 5 falls into two parts, both 
extended accounts of healing miracles. 5.1-20 is the healing of the Gerasene demoniac, and 

verse 21 picks up the narrative directly from there - Jesus crossing back across the lake. 

 

What follows is the account of two contrasting healing miracles. The account is written in 

such a way as to emphasise the contrast - a "chiastic" narrative structure in its simplest form 

of a "story within a story". Such structures are found throughout the Bible and indeed in all 

sorts of writing. Here the passage begins with the first part of the story of Jairus. That is 

then interrupted by the healing of the woman with the flow of blood - and the delay this 

causes triggers the miracle of the raising of Jairus' daughter who has died in the interim. 

 

The contrasts are emphasised throughout: Jairus is an important man, one of the leaders of 

the synagogue; the woman is completely unimportant and ritually unclean. Jairus can order 

Jesus "Come and heal my daughter", whereas the woman can only hope she remains noticed 

in the crowd. Yet despite the contrasts, the healing miracles are both astonishing and unique 

- the woman reaches out to touch Jesus' robe and Jesus knows that power has gone out of 

him. The dead girl is raised.  

 

There is an important use of language in verses 41-42 which is completely lost in most 

English translations: in verse 41,first records Mark Jesus' instruction in Aramaic (Mark is the 

only Gospel writer to use any Aramaic, the spoken language of the Jews in Palestine in the 

time of Jesus). He then translates into Greek "little girl, get up" using the ordinary Greek 

word for "get up". But in verse 42 a different word is used: "immediately the girl arose" - 

exactly the same word that the New Testament consistently uses for the resurrection of 

Jesus. An important point is being made: this miracle points forward to the Easter mystery. 

And in case we miss the point, another detail - Jesus takes with him Peter, James and John, 

something that happens twice more: at the Transfiguration and in Gethsemane. 
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