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WORSHIP PODCAST FOR SUNDAY, 13 June 2021 

(The Second Sunday after Trinity) 

Nicholas Henshall 

Dean of Chelmsford 

 

Opening Music: Etude in B minor by Fernando Sor 

 

Introduction 

Let me start with the opening verses of Psalm 92, the Psalm suggested for today’s readings. 

 

Psalm 92 

 

 2  How good to thank you, Lord, 

   to praise your name, Most High, 

 3  to sing your love at dawn, 

   your faithfulness at dusk 

 4  with sound of lyre and harp, 

   with music of the lute. 

 5  For your work brings delight, 

   your deeds invite song. 

 

 6  I marvel at what you do. 

   Lord, how deep your thought! 

 

 

REFLECTION: Seeing God 

 

"I looked and looked but I don't see any God up here". Words attributed to Yuri Gagarin, the first 

human in space 60 years ago. The words themselves were part of a finely tuned Soviet media 

machine projecting Soviet power and influence, celebrating a God-free world and the triumph of 

technology.  

 

For most mainstream Christians the remark was pretty much content free. Whatever popular 

mythology might suggest, Christians don't believe that God is an old man with a white beard who is 

sitting somewhere on a cloud. One of the weaknesses of so many modern atheist thinkers, Richard 

Dawkins foremost among them, is that they create a version of God quite different from the God of 

the Bible and Christian tradition and then suggest it would be absurd to believe in such a God. YES, 

WE AGREE - that's not the God we believe in! 

 

So how do we describe God, the God we DO believe in? Typically, we name God's characteristics: 

gentle and merciful, joy for the poor, love, compassion, peace. And of course, the name God uses to 

Moses in Exodus 3: "I am", “the one who is” – the name that Jesus uses of himself again and again 

most prominently in John but indeed throughout the Gospels. 

 

You may be familiar with the story of a primary school art class. The lesson is drawing to an end, but 

one child continues drawing well after the bell has gone. "What are you drawing?" the teacher asks. 

"A picture of God" comes the reply. "But no one knows what God looks like!" "They will in a 

minute!" 

 

We easily fall back into pictures, which is OK but ultimately inadequate. 

Jesus shows us what God is like. His healings illustrate and make clear God's bias to the poor, his 

love for the marginalised, his welcome for the stranger. Above all in the crib and the cross Jesus lives 

out God’s self-emptying of power, God's vulnerability, God's weakness. 
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It may be that the parables of Jesus give us the clearest way to see what God is like, and what the 

Kingdom of God looks like. The parables are extraordinary in their depth and scope, even if we 

often read them as simple lessons in the life of faith. 

 

Let's look briefly at the parable of mustard seed in today's Gospel. We often read the parables as if 

Jesus as if they were simple parallels or metaphors – "the kingdom of heaven is like a mustard seed 

which grows". But there is a lot more going on. It is a whole event: "the kingdom of God is like a 

mustard seed growing up into a tree where the birds can nest" or " the kingdom of God is like a 

merchant in search of fine pearls who finds one of great value and sells everything he has to buy it." 

Or most famously of all the kingdom of God is "like an alien heretic who finds a beaten-up man on 

the side of the road, ignored by religious professionals, who then looks after the man at his own 

expense." 

 

The parables tell us that God is not static but dynamic. Dynamic is a word used often in the New 

Testament. We typically translate "dynamic" with the English word "power". But that is misleading. 

The word dynamic does not mean "power over other people". That’s a different word altogether. 

Rather, it means something closer to capacity, agency, ability to act. In the Gospels Jesus frequently 

uses the word to mean “I am able…” 

 

God is never a thing. I know it’s easy to question some of the things we sing in church, and I've 

always particularly struggled with the line in a song very popular in my last church that "God is bigger 

than a submarine". I even know the actions that go with it. But it is a serious category error. God is 

not a thing and so cannot and must not be compared with other things! God is more like a 

continuous happening, and the kingdom of God is a live, constantly unfolding event into which we 

are invited. 

 

Many years after Gagarin's spaceflight, his friends made it clear that he had never said the words "I 

don't see any God up here” and affirmed that Gagarin was a Christian believer. A certain irony there 

- and of course a believer not in a crass, Dawkins-like pop-up God who lives somewhere up in the 

sky, but in the dynamic, happening God revealed in the Scriptures who is constantly re-making and 

leading us into the new future. Or as Paul has it in today’s reading from 2 Corinthians "everything 

old has passed away; see, everything has become new. 

 

 

Closing Prayer 

 

O God, 

at whose bidding the seed will sprout 

and the shoot grow towards full stature, 

hear the prayer of your assembled people. 

Make us trust your hidden ways, 

that we may pray with confidence 

and wait for your kingdom now growing in our midst. 

We ask this through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 Amen. 

 

 

Closing Music: Estudios Sencillos 6 by Leo Brouwer 

 


