
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sermon Notes  

Revelation 7: 9-17; Psalm 34:1-10; 

1 John 3:1-3; 

Matthew 5:1-12 

 

Sunday 5 November 2017 

Fourth Sunday before Advent or All Saints Sunday 
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Revelation 7:9-17 

Here we are given a picture of the Lamb seated on God’s throne, surrounded by a great 

crowd. Jesus, the sacrificial Lamb, is also the risen and ascended one and is revealed in this 

vision not only as God’s only son but also as the only one who is worthy to sit on the 

throne with God.  

The great crowd drawn from across the globe they are there not on personal merit but 

because of Jesus. The vision describes each on as clothed in white robes, robes that have 

been washed in the blood of the lamb. They are there because the ascended Jesus 

represents humanity, because he has redeemed humanity and lifted humanity into the space 

and presence of God.  Members of the great crowd have something else in common,  not 

only are they presented in robes washed by the lamb, they are also the crowd who have 

endured and preserved through suffering. 

Jesus the lamb on the throne is also given another title that of shepherd. It is he who will 

care for, lead and heal those who have suffered.  

 

Psalm 34:1-10 

This psalm is an acrostic psalm, not captured in English. It begins with a declaration of praise 

for Gods gracious generosity reaching out to rescue the psalmist. This is expressed in 

personal terms and could well be of David.  In the light of the psalmist’s praise of God for 

his gracious provision and rescue, The psalmist moves to extends an invitation to others, “ 

O taste and see that the Lord is good.” It is a summons to trust in God and his generous 

provision. 

 

1 John 3:1-3 

John writes to the beloved ones. He wants them to know the sheer extent of the Father’s 

love for them. This love is different from any other kind of love, it is as if it is from a 

different country and has a different origin. 

It is a love that reaches out and makes the beloved God’s children. This is not simply in 

name but also in status. The beloved are adopted and receive the benefits of being God’s 

children. This is a love to be received and accepted. It is also a love to be lived . john talks 

about this living in the language of purifying. 

 It is a love that should then inform and shape our priorities for living. Once we have 

received this love and know this change of status as adopted as Gods children, we have a 

part to play in cooperating with God to allow the way we live, our actions and thoughts, the 

decisions we make to be purified and shaped by his love. 
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Matthew 5:1-12 

Each of these statements is begun in English in the NRSV as Blessed. Other bible translators 

have translated the Greek word Makarios as ‘how happy’ as in JB Philips translation of the 

new testament or as ‘Wonderful news’ in Tom Wrights Matthew for Everyone 

Commentary. 

Why this difference and what does it mean for us? The word literally means counted as 

fortunate, counted as blessed; people to be congratulated. Yet the description in the ten 

beatitudes is of people who find themselves in tough and potentially destructive places and 

situations.  

This passage offers us a way of critiquing the values that are held to be important in our 

culture and offers an alternative distinctive way of life shaped by Kingdom values. 


