
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sermon Notes  

 

2 Kings 2:1-12;  

Psalm 50:1-6;  

2 Corinthians 4:3-6;  

Mark 9:2-9 
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2 Kings 2:1-12  

This short passage at the beginning of the second book of Kings describes the prophet Elijah 

being taken up to heaven in a whirlwind leaving behind his follower Elisha. Elijah had 

previously called Elisha to follow him by throwing his mantel around him.( I Kings 1:19:19-

21) . Elijah prepares Elisha for his departure, as do bands of prophet that they meet on their 

journey.  Elisha expresses the desire to have a double share of Elijah’s spirit, this might seem 

strange until one understands that the eldest son in a Jewish family would receive a double 

portion. Elijah cannot grant Elisha’s request because this calling and equipping is from God 

alone. He does suggest, however, that whether he receives a double portion will depend on 

whether he can see what happens to Elijah.  Elisha kept watching, leaving us with the 

suggestion that he can see and recognise spiritual realities. 

Psalm 50:1-6 

At the beginning of this psalm, the psalmist sets the scene for a trial.  A trial in which God is 

the judge who calls  both earth and heaven to serve as the jury.  Who is to be judged? It is 

God’s people who will be judged. 

2 Corinthians 4:3-6 

This is the second letter of Paul written to the church in Corinth that is recorded in our 

Bibles. A church which has questioned both Paul’s ministry and his message. In chapter 4 we 

find Paul setting out his stall.  He does so by describing himself as a slave of the Christians at 

Corinth who serves them with the sole purpose of announcing the good news of Jesus.  

Paul speaks of minds that are blinded and a message that is veiled. For the glory of God is 

not easy to see unless God shines his light and gives understanding. 

Mark 9:2-9 

Three disciples walk with Jesus up a mountain. An ordinary event but an event that becomes 

extraordinary as something of the glory of Jesus is revealed. The disciples see the brightness 

of Jesus, the figures of two whom they recognise as Moses and Elijah. As Peter tries to 

respond in the only way he can by suggesting the construction of dwellings. They hear a 

voice from the cloud which identifies Jesus “this is my Son the beloved, listen to Him.” 
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As they descend the mountain Mark ends this with the seemingly simple request by Jesus 

not to tell anyone, or at least not to tell anyone one just yet. Instead of the usual prohibit of 

telling this is time limited and they were given permission to speak of this only in the light of 

the resurrection. 

 


