
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sermon Notes  

Genesis 24: 34-38, 42-49, 58-67   Psalm 45: 10-17 

Romans 7: 15-25a   Matthew 11: 16-19, 25-30. 

Trinity 4 – 9 July 2017 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Page 2 of 3 
 

The cluster of readings for this Sunday may seem to have little in common. The Old 

Testament reading tells the story of Abraham’s search for a bride for Isaac. The Psalm, 

celebrates the marriage of a king. The passage from Romans reminds us of our human 

frailty. Whilst we may desire salvation, what we often create is disaster. The Gospel reading 

includes the invitation to come to Jesus and to find in him a new understanding of how God 

is at work. 

 

 

Genesis 24: 34-38, 42-49, 58-67 is essentially about the fulfilment of God’s promise 

concerning the descendants of Abraham (Genesis 12: 1-3). Abraham’s servant carries out his 

instructions to find a wife for Isaac from among Abraham’s kin. Neither the earlier 

barrenness of Sarah nor the bachelorhood of Isaac were able to derail the divine mission of 

redemption and blessing. The encounter at the well between the servant and Rebekah is 

not only touching but it also introduces a human element into the divine story. Rebekah is 

also given the freedom to choose Isaac (although the servant’s prayers of thanksgiving that 

he had been led by God ‘the right way’ might have made it very hard to say ‘no’).   

 

 

In choosing Psalm 45 to sit alongside the reading from Genesis, the compilers of the 

lectionary run the risk of diminishing Rebekah’s role as the psalm suggests that the 

‘princess’ exists purely for the benefit of the king and that her role is to bear children (sons) 

in order to continue the family line. Preaching on this psalm would need to be done with 

great sensitivity. 

 

 

Romans 7: 15-25a describes the conflict between willing and doing. The omnipresence of sin 

means that, despite every good intention, human beings often fail to follow through on 

their more excellent desires. We leave undone those things that we ought to do; and we do 

those things that we ought not to do; and there is indeed no health in us. In Nick Hornby’s 

book ‘How to be Good,’ Katie – a GP and mother of two - begins to make a mental list of all 

the things she feels guilty about. She says: ‘What alarms me is just how easy it is to 

remember things I’ve done wrong, as if they’re floating on the surface of my conscience all 

the time and I can simply skim them off with a spoon. I’m a doctor – I’m a good person and 

yet there’s all this stuff.’ Then she adds, ‘When I look at my sins (and if they’re sins then 

they are sins), I can see the appeal of born-again Christianity. I suspect that it is not the 

Christianity that is so alluring; it’s the rebirth. Because who wouldn’t want to wish to start all 

over again?’ I am sure that St Paul would concur. 

 

 

And then in Matthew 11: 16-19, 25-30 we have two sections. One of which comprises a 

short parable about children sitting in the market-places and calling to one another, ‘We 
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played the flute for you, and you did not dance; we wailed, and you did not mourn.’ This 

curious saying reflects the unresponsiveness of the people despite them having been given 

every opportunity to hear the good news and witness the mighty works of Jesus. The second 

section culminates in the invitation to come to Jesus. The summons is to a discipleship that 

is easy (the word used means suitable, appropriate, easy to wear) and to an experience of 

rest. In The Message, Eugene Peterson translates this verse, ‘Are you tired? Worn out? 

Burned out on religion? Come to me. Get away with me and you’ll recover your life. I’ll show 

you how to take a real rest. Walk with me and work with me - watch how I do it. Learn the 

unforced rhythms of grace. I won’t lay anything heavy or ill-fitting on you. Keep company 

with me and you’ll learn to live freely and lightly.’  


