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That is the theme of Jesus parable in Luke 12, often entitled ‘The parable of the rich fool.’ 

 

A rich man has a great harvest, much more than he needs. Instead of being generous to others with 

his good fortune, he is intent on building bigger barns to hold on to it all.  v.20  But God said to him, 

'Fool! This night your soul is required of you, and the things you have prepared, whose will they be?' 

Stark words from Jesus, but that is very much the reality for all of us: we can’t take it with us! 

 

The surface issue is materialism: accumulation and protection of all that comes our way. The more 

the rich fool had the more he wanted. More importantly, the deeper issue is where our real 

treasure lies! Is our overwhelming focus our own endless needs and wants, or God’s call to live 

generously? The fool in the parable doesn’t look or see beyond himself. That is where his heart is – 

in his own desire for more.  ‘I, my…’ - No parable in the Gospels is more full of those two words 

than this one. Someone once described the word ‘my’ to me as an aggressive pronoun! 

 

Have you ever drunk sea water I wonder? In Jesus day there was a Roman Proverb: Money is like sea 

water. The more you drink, the thirstier you become. 

 

When this rich fool has an excess of crops the one thing that doesn’t enter his mind is to give it 

away.... His whole attitude is the reverse of graceful, generous Christian stewardship. Instead of 

sharing his good fortune with others, living for the day, and even denying himself, he aggressively 

affirms and protects himself. Instead of finding peace and happiness in giving, he finds satisfaction in 

keeping and hoarding, but it is an empty pocket in the end. 

 

There is nothing wrong with money or possessions in themselves. It is being possessed by those 

possessions that is damaging, wrong and in the end robs us of salvation! 

 

Speaking to his students who were about to leave university Rudyard Kipling, said this: “As you go 

through life, don’t seek for fame or for money, or for power, because one day you will meet a Man who 

cares for none of these things, and then you will realise how poor you are.” The rich fool never saw 

beyond himself. 

 

We are entering hard times economically due to the pandemic. Some are losing jobs and livelihoods. 

Our Christian family of churches in the diocese is struggling to resource ministry, especially in some 

of our neediest communities, urban and rural. We all need to live and give more generously for 

others, rather than ourselves.  

 

In the end this life is not about our standard of living, rather it is about our standard of loving. Loving 

God in Jesus, loving our neighbour as ourselves. The rich fool never saw beyond himself. So, what 

are our riches? Where do our treasures lie? 

 

In the second half of the reading Luke has placed the challenging words of our Lord on living non 

anxiously for the day: faith rather than materialism. In the verse preceding our reading Jesus sums it 

all up: ‘Life does not consist in the abundance of possessions.’ Stark, yet absolutely true... as are these 

other words of Jesus:  ‘Where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.’  Amen. 
 

 


