
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sermon 
 

3 February 2019: The Presentation of Christ in the Temple 
 

Malachi 3:1-5; Hebrews 2:14-end 
Luke 2:22-40 

 
Peter Hill 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Does wisdom come with age and time?  What do you think? 
 
Not always.  No doubt we all know some very foolish older people.   Yet age and experience should 
tend to bring wisdom.  In my experience older people who are close to God are very wise indeed! 
 
There’s a verse, I saw years ago etched in a stained glass window which speaks to me on this theme: 

When as a child I laughed and wept, time crept. 
When as a youth I dreamed and talked, time walked 
When I became a full grown man, time ran 
And later as I older grew, time flew 
Soon I shall find while travelling on, time gone 
Will God have saved my soul by then?   Amen. 
 

Simeon and Anna in our Gospel reading were looking forward to the salvation of God’s people. They 
were mature, older, faithful believers, nearer the end of life than its beginning.  Clearly they had had 
hard lives. Luke tells us that Anna had lost her husband many years before.  Yet for all the difficulties 
of life they were both extremely close to God, praying in the Temple daily and waiting patiently for 
the one who had been promised: the Messiah, the Christ. 
 
And now, this very day, all their patient waiting is to be rewarded.  The time has come...  not any old 
time, but God’s time – the kairos time. Why?  Because a young couple have brought their new born 
son to church for the first time.  They are met and welcomed, and the baby is fussed over by these  
older devout church folk.   A special ceremony follows.... something that happens all the time in so 
many parishes churches today. 
 
Yet of course it was much more than that! 
It had been a pretty ordinary birth for that part of the world in those times: no midwife, no 
paediatrician, no scans, no heart monitor, no pethidine injection, no gas & air (which I enjoyed) 
Just a birth, like any other birth at the time: a birth such as most births in the world even now still 
are; wondering, worried parents, the loving care of a young mother, the pain and joy of it all.  Yet 
before and immediately after there had been strange and wondrous visitations: angels, shepherds, 
magi from the east and this amazing revelation from two old people in the Temple in Jerusalem. 
 
Forty days after his birth the infant Jesus, God in flesh and blood, is presented in the Jerusalem 
Temple, six miles up the road from his birthplace in Bethlehem.  It is the time of his mother Mary’s 
purification according to the Jewish religious ritual of the day. Mary & Joseph, whose lives have been 
turned upside down, know God is deeply involved in their child’s life. 
 
Simeon & Anna, these older devoted ministers and prophets of God, worshipping and waiting in the 
Temple somehow recognise that this child is the Messiah, the long promised one, whilst the leaders 
of the church, the priest of the Temple were oblivious: just another couple, another first born son to 
be presented. 
 
The Feast of the Presentation of Christ in the Temple brings the celebrations of Christmas and 
Epiphany to a close.  For us who worship and follow the Christ today, it is a tipping point. We begin 
to turn from the joy of Christmas to the wilderness journey of Lent and the horror of the cross: from 
the wonder of the Incarnation to the agony of the Passion. 
 
As Jesus is presented in the Temple, he is presented to us, his body the church.  And the familiar 
words of the prophet Simeon echo down the centuries:  29 Lord, now lettest thou thy servant depart 
in peace, according to your word.  30 For mine eyes have seen your salvation, 31 which you have 



prepared before the face of all people, 32 a light to lighten the Gentiles and the glory of your people 
Israel.  
 
All wisdom in the universe is met together in this wonderful and little used story and in this Christ 
child who lies oblivious at its heart. It speaks to us still of the wisdom of living, the wisdom of waiting 
and the wisdom of giving, of offering lives afresh and continually to God out of thanksgiving and 
anticipation. 
 
No, wisdom does not necessarily come with age but it does come with time and if we are open to 
God - Wisdom is in fact being open to God! 
 
We see this vividly in both Simeon and Anna: 
Simeon is described as “righteous, devout and looking for the consolation of Israel” v25.  He was 
looking ahead with hope in God and now his hope had been fulfilled. 
Anna we are told was “worshipping with fasting and prayer.”  v.37   Now her prayers have been 
answered! 
 
After years of patiently waiting, that day they recognised God as he came to them in the child Jesus, 
and they responded with praise, thankfulness, openness and courage.  
 
Someone has said that a thankful heart is a door that is open to God. 
What have you to be thankful for in Christ today? Our Eucharist means and is thanksgiving.  
How will we open our hearts to God with hope and consolation and maybe action for the future? 
 

When as a child I laughed and wept, time crept. 
When as a youth I dreamed and talked, time walked 
When I became a full grown man, time ran 
And later as I older grew, time flew 
Soon I shall find while travelling on, time gone 
Will God have saved my soul by then?   Amen. 
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