
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
The Transfiguration 

 
Luke 9: 28-36 

 Sermon by Peter Hill 
 

6 August 2017 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Page 2 of 4 
 

Have you ever had a mountain top experience? 

Some years ago I led a parish holiday trek to the top of Snowdon:  The weather was bad: fog 

and rain all the way. But for a few brief minutes near top the rain stopped, the clouds 

parted, all was clear and we had a magnificent view.  We saw things as they really were. 

 

In a different, yet even more real way that is what is described in our Gospel from Luke 

chapter 9: a mountain top experience, only a much deeper and more significant one, both 

for Jesus, for three of his disciples and for us. 

 

We don’t know exactly which mountain, but we do know the circumstances: 

 Just before this Jesus has taken all the disciples way up north on retreat and asked 

them “Who do you say that I am? 

 Peter has had the great insight “You are the Christ”. 

 Now something awful is going to happen.  Jesus has told them so: he will soon die.  

The disciples, especially Peter cannot cope with this. 

 

Now a few days later Jesus goes off to pray.  But this time he takes only three disciples with 

him: Peter, James and John.  He goes up and up a high mountain.  It takes ages. He prays.  

Suddenly a bright light engulfs him such that he appears transfigured before them.   

 

As the three look on, Moses and Elijah appear and speak to Jesus of his “departure” v.31 – 

literally his “exodus”. In other words his impending death!  Then to cap it all they hear God’s 

voice: “This is my Son, the Beloved; listen to him!” 

 

An amazing experience for the 3 disciples: a true mountain top experience.  They see in 

Jesus the glory of God; the veil between heaven and earth is taken away. 

 

Unbelievable?  Is it?  Well it depends what we see as the true reality!  For we Christians live 

in the light of the resurrection?  We are resurrection people! 

 

So what are our current realities? 

 The awful conflict in Syria and Iraq. 

 Worries about terror attacks here at home. 

 Brexit and the future of Britain 

 Divisions in our church! 

 The personal joys, sufferings and challenges of our individual pilgrimages though this 

world.  What are your own personal realities at this time? 

 

Whatever they are today, in this worship when we recall the Transfiguration of our Lord, see 

the true and ultimate reality: catch a fresh glimpse of the greater glory of Jesus.  Hear again 

God the Father’s voice for him and for you: This is my child, my beloved… 



Page 3 of 4 
 

The Transfiguration somehow connects us with the mystery of creation and eternity. The 

veil between earth and heaven is indeed removed! True reality is where Jesus and human 

beings truly come together.  

 

For at least the last 300 years the Western World - the industrial and scientific world - has 

become increasingly intolerant of mystery. Ours is an age which is obsessed with the idea of 

knowing and explaining everything for it to be real. There are many things that we can't see, 

many things that we can't touch, which are real and powerful: the light from the Sun, the 

radiation that we transmit for telephones and televisions, the love that we experience from 

our parents and our partners... All these things are unseeable and untouchable - yet real.  

 

But what was it all about, this transfiguration?  Let me offer you three thoughts before 

closing: 

 

Firstly, Jesus needed it.   Never forget he was absolutely human as well as divine. He must 

have had doubts about his identity and purpose in life as we all have.  He needed to be sure 

of his calling and mission. Moses the lawgiver and Elijah the prophet strengthened and 

encouraged him for the way of the cross.  Above all he needed again, as at his baptism, to 

hear of his Father’s love and assurance.  

 

The disciples needed it.  They were perplexed and distressed, Jesus had predicted his death 

on a cross. Suffering was ahead for them too.  They didn’t get it, they had expected a 

warrior Messiah, not a suffering servant. They needed to see beyond.  For them this was a 

glimpse of the Kingdom of God: the true reality. 

 

And finally we need it!  We need to hear the witness of these men so we too can be 

strengthened in our faith and discipleship, especially when faced with suffering and grief, so 

we too can see the true reality of life in Christ.   

 

We need to be awake to the possibility of other mountain top experiences, other smaller 

transfigurations in our lives: times of deep intimacy with God; times of spiritual insight; 

times to see beyond the mundane difficulties; times of divine mystery and awe and to 

glimpse the true reality of life and love in Jesus.  

 

Too many of us settle for less than the real thing. Now I can’t explain to you what a holy 

transfiguring moment might be for you, nor can I arrange one for you, nor can I tell you 

exactly how sacred events come to pass. But I can tell, and do tell you, that these moments 

are real.  
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Most of us have had fog-clearing moments. A recent Gal-lop Poll reported that 85% of the 

people interviewed said that they had had a “mystical” experience with God. This is a high 

percentage! And they often come at times of demand and suffering.  

 

Also these “numinous” moments come to us most often when we put ourselves in the way 

of them. If I hadn’t climbed Snowdon I wouldn’t have got the view. As someone has said:  

“You can’t have a mountain top experience if you don’t climb the mountain.”  
 

 


