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Grace, mercy and peace 

from God our Father 

and the Lord Jesus Christ 

be with you. 

and also with you 

Lord, speak to us  

that we may hear your word.  

Move among us  

that we may behold your glory. 

Receive our prayers 

that we may learn to trust you. 

Amen. 

The Collect for today: 

Lord, you have taught us that all our doings without love are nothing worth; 

send your Holy Spirit and pour into our hearts that most excellent gift of love, 

the true bond of peace and of all virtues,  

without which whoever lives is counted dead before you.   

Grant this for your only Son Jesus Christ’s sake,  

who is alive and reigns with you,  

in the unity of the Holy Spirit,  

one God, now and for ever.  

Amen. 

A reading from the Book of Genesis:  Genesis 21.8-21 

Reflection: 

‘Seeing things differently’ 

Some twenty-five years ago, my husband David was given a lithograph of a 

work by the artist Marc Chagall. Part of a series of Old Testament biblical 

sketches, it portrays the harrowing story of ‘Hagar and Ishmael in the Desert’ – 

a story told in one of today’s Old Testament readings from Genesis chapter 21.  

Sarah, Abraham’s wife is elderly and childless; and with Sarah’s 

encouragement, Hagar, an Egyptian slave-girl, has borne a child by Abraham 

because she, Sarah, could not. But then, miraculously, Sarah herself gives birth 

to Isaac as God has promised.  The two young boys begin to grow up, and as 
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they do, an enmity develops between the two women and Abraham is forced, 

against his will, to throw Hagar out into the wilderness, where – with minimal 

supplies of bread and water - she and the young child will surely die.  It is a 

shocking and desperate story.  For Hagar and Ishmael, it’s a story of ill-

treatment, abandonment, even ethnic cleansing – caused not by war or famine 

or despots or strangers, but by those closest to them.  In our own day, we 

would call it ‘domestic abuse’.  There is much more that could be said – and for 

some, this story will be painfully close to home…..  

But in this podcast I want to reflect for a few moments on two short phrases 

from our reading which may help us as we continue to face the consequences 

of this extraordinary period we are presently living through, and from which 

we shall emerge – different, and yet the same; changed, and yet surrounded 

by much that remains familiar.  For Covid-19 will change all of us.  It will 

change our world, our nation and our Church. 

The first phrase I want to highlight is this, and it comes twice, in verse 17.  It 

reads: 

“God heard the voice of the boy.” (x 2) 

Hagar has left the child, Ishmael, under a bush and has gone a short distance 

away – unable, just like any mother, to watch her child die of thirst.  We don’t 

know exactly how old Ishmael is, but he’s probably a toddler, aged two or 

three; and certainly young enough not to be able to fend for himself.  Hagar 

weeps and cries out in anguish.  And yet we read, not ‘God heard the voice of 

Hagar’, but “God heard the voice of the boy”.  Our children – across the world, 

across our nation, across our churches – are praying.  Our children are crying 

out.  And God loves them and hears their voices – even when we are deaf to 

them.  Let’s not ignore the power of our children’s and grandchildren’s 

prayers.  Rather, let’s honour them, just as God does.  For he hears and longs 

to save them. 

The second phrase follows on from the angel’s words of encouragement to 

Hagar, and it is this: 

“Then God opened her eyes and she saw a well of water.” (Genesis 21.19) (x 2) 

Hagar is desperate.  She can see no way forward, no escape from the desert – 

literal and metaphorical – in which she and Ishmael find themselves.  All she 
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can contemplate is her own death and that of her beloved child.  There is no 

way out.  Until, that is, God opens her eyes to what is already there…. A well of 

water that she hasn’t seen because of her tears; a source of life and a future 

that has simply gone unnoticed because she’s been blinded by her fear and 

pain and hunger and torment.  

But when the angel came to her and encouraged her…. 

“….God opened her eyes and she saw a well of water.” (Genesis 21.19) 

Emerging from the Coronavirus pandemic will not be easy for any of us. 

Economists tell us it will be decades before western nations recover financially; 

the impact on developing nations may be even more devastating; as a national 

Church and as a Diocese, we will find ourselves – for a while - in a wilderness, 

in a desert, where it’s hard to make ends meet financially, where caring for our 

buildings will feel even more of a strain than it has in the past, and where some 

of us may feel that all we can do is look on as that which we have loved dies a 

painful and harrowing death.  It is right to acknowledge that pain, to lament, to 

cry out and to grieve. 

But “God heard the voice of the boy” and “….God opened her eyes and she saw 

a well of water.” 

We need, by God’s Spirit and God’s grace, to learn to see things differently.  

We need to listen to the voices of our children and young people and to the 

voices of those who are young in the faith.  For there’s no doubt that God 

listens to them.  And, though we weep, we need also to allow God in Christ to 

open our eyes, and through our tears to see by his Spirit what is already there; 

to see the wells of life-giving water which he is providing – just like the water 

of which he spoke to another woman who was an outsider – the woman of 

Samaria in John chapter 4 – another woman who, incidentally, may also have 

been the victim of domestic abuse….. 

When we are desperate, we can so easily miss what is already there before our 

eyes.  Our fear and anguish and sense of hopelessness can blind us to the 

resources God is already providing.  As we reflect on this harrowing story from 

some four thousand years ago, let us cry out to the God who already sees and 

hears, and trust that he will come to our aid.  For then– if we only have eyes to 
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see and ears to hear – we will discover that in his Son Jesus Christ, he already 

has.  

Let us pray: 

A prayer of Origen, one of the early church fathers, about seeing things 

differently: 

May the Lord Jesus touch our eyes, as he did those of the blind.  

Then we shall begin to see in visible things those which are invisible.  

May he open our eyes to gaze, not on present realities,  

but on the blessings to come.  

May he open the eyes of our heart to contemplate God in Spirit,  

through Jesus Christ the Lord,  

to whom belong power and glory through all eternity. 

Amen. 

A prayer for those who suffer abuse: 

Gracious God, you created us in your image and breathed life into us,  

a life you want us to live abundantly.  

We ask you to free those living with abuse  

-physically, mentally or spiritually – from their oppression,  

so that they may walk in peace and enjoy a life full of your blessings.  

In Jesus’ name, we pray. Amen. 

To a troubled world  

peace from Christ.  

To a searching world  

love from Christ.  

To a waiting world  

hope from Christ. 

And may the blessing of God almighty, Father, Son and Holy Spirit be upon us 

and remain with us always. Amen. 

 
If this morning’s reflection has touched on issues that affect you personally, help is available 

for those facing domestic abuse at nationaldahelpline.org.uk or by phoning 0808 2000 247. 


