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Holy, holy, holy Lord God almighty…which wert and art and evermore shall be. 

 

That’s a hymn which many of us will sing today, extolling the holiness and glory of God on this Trinity 

Sunday. As we contemplate the truth that God is unchanging, we also see how God, Father, Son and 

Holy Spirit, is constantly at work in the world.  

 

The psalms often point us to the glory of God seen in creation, and Psalm 29 uses the image of 

thunder and lightning to highlight the power and majesty of God – and yet the end of the psalm 

shows that this isn’t simply a show, a parade of strength for its own sake. The revelation of God’s 

glory here encourages people to seek God’s strength and God’s peace – for a mighty God is able to 

come to the aid of needy people.  

 

We’re rightly cautious of great displays of power, such as authoritarian regimes showing their 

military might to the world.  Power itself can be a dangerous thing. We can be seduced by it, 

tempted to parade our position, our authority and influence, the force of our personality in front of 

others. Our individual desires come to the fore and we’re concerned just for ourselves. But at the 

heart of God is love – the love between the Father, Son and Spirit. The power and majesty of God is 

revealed to us, and central to that majesty is love.  

 

Isaiah’s experience of God’s majesty is momentous. His visions at the beginning of the book have 

been about judgement, but now he’s caught up into God’s very presence. He receives God’s grace 

and cleansing with the live coal touching his lips. There’s lots of movement as the seraphs fly to and 

fro – it’s a busy scene. We see God’s love overflowing in concern for his people, as Isaiah is 

commissioned to speak to the people that they might ‘turn and be healed’.  

 

There’s a film called ‘Looking for Eric’ in which the central character finds the famous footballer Eric 

Cantano stepping out of the poster on his bedroom wall and offering advice and wisdom. Instead of 

just being a static image to gaze at, Eric enters into this man’s particular difficulties. Not remote, but 

involved. Not a stage show but a source of blessing and peace. That’s the image of God, Father Son 

and Holy Spirit, which we find in Scripture.  

 

In John’s Gospel, we often find Jesus in deep conversation with individuals. Nicodemus is one of 

them, and that dialogue has given us one of the most famous and best loved verses in the Bible – 

John 3: 16 For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes in him 

may not perish but may have eternal life.  
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We need to be born ‘from above’ if we’re to see God’s kingdom and to be drawn into God’s life. 

That’s not something that we can do for ourselves or achieve on our own. We’re made part of God’s 

family – beloved, adopted children, so precious that Jesus was lifted up on the Cross for us. The Holy 

Spirit within us gives us confidence in our adopted status, and enables us to cry out to God from the 

depth of our being.  

 

As Christians, we’re called to worship in Spirit and in truth. Our yearning to know more of the truth 

of God means that we want to understand the Trinity. That understanding is much more about our 

experience than our minds, though. It’s like other kinds of learning: I can read all about mountain 

climbing, but getting to the top of Snowdon, say, and seeing the view across North Wales on a fine 

day, will really reveal what it’s all about. 

 

God invites us to draw close to him as we pray, as we praise, as we worship and adore. With Isaiah, 

we acknowledge that we’re people of unclean lips. With the psalmist, we ascribe to the Lord the 

glory of his name. We cry, ‘Abba, Father.’ All this is possible because the overflowing love and grace 

of God, Father Son and Holy Spirit has reached out to us and drawn us in. We understand more of 

God as we voice our praise: Holy, Holy, Holy Lord God almighty…God in three Persons, blessed 

Trinity.  

 

 


