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The word presentation always takes me back to school days.  The school made an effort to make the 

presentation of prizes a bit of an occasion. A speaker was invited. There was a piece for us all to sing 

for which we had to practise. Those receiving prizes had to learn to walk across the stage, stop, 

curtsey (it was a long time ago) and shake hands as the prize was presented.  It was an occasion – so 

much more than just something being handed over – or posted or emailed the prizes were 

presented.  

But Jesus’ presentation in the temple which we remember today was nothing like that. It was rather 

a hole in the corner affair. His parents appear to slip in to do their duty, with their small sacrifice, 

faithful Jews as they are. Perhaps they were glad of the anonymity, hoping the stigma of Jesus’ 

conception and the peculiar events of his birth were not known here. It seems they could have 

slipped out again without anyone noticing. 

One imagines that if they had been, well, more important people, with a bigger donation more fuss 

would have been made. Perhaps a drum roll and trumpets and a long procession – the Jews were 

not averse to plenty of noise and colour in worship. As it was, we’re not told if anyone even officially 

greets them and receives the sacrifice.  It struck me this time as I read the text that Simeon had just 

popped in from outside. He wasn’t on the Temple staff. A layman, he is close to God in prayer and 

listens to the prompting of the Spirit. ‘Just put your head in something might be happening today.’ 

We imagine Simeon as an old man because he speaks of his life being full-filled, but he may have 

been in the prime of life, a working man. Watching, waiting, ready to welcome the messiah. 

Anna, now she's a long term resident in the temple and she was properly old; but certainly still full of 

life. When I lived in Newry in Northern Ireland I picked up the phrase that somebody might be ‘dead 

but hadn't the wit to stiffen,’ ‘dead but hadn't the wit to stiffen.’ Some people seem to die in spirit 

before they really do die. They stop expecting anything new in life, they stop learning anything, stop 

hoping for anything.  Anna, she was full of life, always on the lookout for God's spirit at work. 

I wonder if Anna and Simeon’s reaction to Jesus took Mary and Joseph by surprise. What did they 

think of this new child who has just entered their life? Do they have any inkling of how much was 

going to change?  

As Richard and I look  through the Christmas cards we receive each year we check our contacts 

(always puzzling  over the one or two which we haven't a clue who they are from) and keep those 

with pictures we particularly like. This year we had one which was truly awful:  the faces of Mary 

Joseph and Jesus were so beatific, so pious, so plastic they were scarcely human. Quite unlike a card 

we had a few years ago. Mary and Joseph were in the same pose staring down at Jesus in the crib 

but underneath my friend had imagined a conversation: ‘It's your turn to change him.’ ‘No it's not it's 

yours.’  That’s the scandal of the incarnation – a real baby!  Jesus really was a human baby – messy 

as well as glorious.  
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So why is this baby being presented to God? The Jewish Law said that the firstborn son belongs to 

God. A gift for God, a present for God. Bur surely this baby is already known to God?  A verse from 

the letter to the Hebrews explains this for us: ‘He himself shared flesh and blood so that, through 

death he might destroy the one who has the power of death.’  In everything, flesh and blood, Jesus 

identifies with us.  The collect for today puts it this way: ‘As your son was presented in the Temple in 

substance of our flesh.’ Or, to put it another way: ‘It’s your turn to change him – no it’s yours.’   All 

the physical mess of being human, the relationships, the events of our lives: Jesus shared a human 

life with us. It doesn’t stop there: Jesus shares our human lives so that we might share his. The 

collect continues: As your son was presented in the Temple in substance of our flesh grant that we 

may be presented to you with pure and clean hearts.’  Jesus, presented to His heavenly Father makes 

it possible that we too might be presented to God. We might be given as a gift to God.  Now that 

really is a mind blowing thought: God might receive us as a gift, a prize, a present.  

Appearing before the Lord would make me want to be cleaned up almost immediately! But I'm quite 

sure that though we might need cleansing inside we don't need dehumanising, we don't need our 

essential humanity be stripped away so that we become kind of ethereal spirits. Just as Jesus was 

presented to God in his full humanity and full divinity so we come before God as we are, humans 

glorious in his sight.  ‘We offer you our souls and bodies, to be a living sacrifice,’ as the prayer after 

communion puts it. Jesus was presented to God at the outset of his life. God welcomes us too, with 

joy and delight as we are presented to Him. Believing we are a present for God, glorifying in the 

bodies he has given us, we live our lives in that light.    

 


