
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Blessed Virgin Mary (Festival) 

Isaiah 61: 10-end 

Luke 1: 46-55 

Sunday 15th August 2021 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Page 2 of 4 
 

I wonder what kind of things you like to celebrate?  I don’t mean so much planned 

celebrations, I mean unexpected good news that fills you with joy and energy.  So much so, 

that you’ve just got to do something about it; tell somebody, share the news, mark it in 

some way.  And it’s something that puts a swing in your step, a smile on your face, a song in 

your heart.   

 

• Good news about a loved one who was unwell… 

• A solution to something that was worrying you, burdening you… 

• A new job, a marriage proposal, a baby… 

• News that war is over, that freedom has come to your country… 

• A long-hoped for change has come, life will be different… 

 

Think of the last time you experienced this, felt this, shared this… and I imagine that you 

might have an inkling of how things were for Mary.   

 

Mary had received such unexpected, inexplicable news.  God’s angel visited her with a 

message and a task, and Mary said “yes” to God.  Barely knowing the fullness of what was 

asked of her, but filled with the joy of God’s blessing, Mary went to visit her cousin 

Elisabeth, with a song in her heart.  And what a song!   

 

The Song of Mary – the Magnificat – is one of the best known songs in the Christian 

tradition.  It has been sung in so many differing forms in the life of the Western Church 

since the 6th century.  I spent most Sundays of my childhood singing the Magnificat at Choral 

Evensong.  As a young chorister I won’t have understood fully what I was singing.  But the 

music itself will have taught me something of its significance: the joy, yearning and hope will 

have shone through the melodies and harmonies.   

 

Mary’s song follows in the great tradition of Jewish hymns and psalms and it is steeped in 

scripture from the prophetic tradition.  Mary was singing of the ancient dreams of God’s 

people, in language learnt and treasured from childhood.  We can hear echoes of today’s 

Old Testament reading from Isaiah in Mary’s song.  Isaiah and Mary’s song balance what God 

has done and what God will continue to do; how God has saved and how God will save.  

Both of these texts invite us – and people in every place and time – to live towards a future 
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which is claimed and redeemed by God.  And it’s radical stuff, full of revolution: economic, 

political, moral. 

• Rulers are brought down, the humble lifted up… 

• The hungry are fed, the rich sent away empty… 

 

Over the years, the Magnificat has been deemed so radical and revolutionary that it has 

been banned for fear that it would incite rebellion: for example, in 19th century India under 

British rule and in Guatemala in the 1980s.  Mary’s Song is about God’s radical re-ordering 

of the world.  This is what the Kingdom of God is like.  Our expectations are overturned.  

Like the prophets of the Old Testament, Mary gives voice to a longing and a hope for the 

future shaped by God, shaped by God’s love and faithfulness, shaped by God’s values.  And 

this future is better for those who need it to be better.  In carrying this song to her cousin 

Elisabeth - this hope and this longing - Mary is a prophet and a missionary.  And she calls us 

to be the same. 

 

This Sunday is the Feast of the Blessed Virgin Mary, and a Patronal Festival for many 

churches.  However, it is an opportunity for us all to celebrate the truth of the incarnation, 

and so to celebrate that we are all God’s children, claimed and redeemed by God.  And we 

give thanks too for Mary, in whose name many of our churches are dedicated, and for the 

ways in which she points us to God.  Through her song, Mary calls us to sing God’s praises, 

to find the song in our hearts that we want to sing today.  But she calls us do more than 

this.  She calls us to dare to name injustices and to have the confidence to give voice to 

what God’s Kingdom is like.     

 

One paraphrase of the Magnificat is titled “The Canticle of the Turning”.  It reminds us of 

the radical nature of God’s kingdom, taking shape in and through us, as we walk in Mary’s 

steps and sing her song: 

My heart shall sing of the day you bring.   

Let the fires of your justice burn. 

Wipe away all tears, for the dawn draws near, 

And the world is about to turn.   
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You may like to let Mary’s Song shape your imagination and your prayer this week by asking 

these questions: 

 

I wonder what you might want to celebrate?   

What has God done for you?   

How do you feel blessed by God?   

What is making you rejoice at the moment? 

 

I wonder what hopes you have for a future which is claimed and redeemed by God?   

What powers need to cease and who needs lifting up?   

Who are the hungry in our midst who need good things? 

 

Rejoice, magnify God’s holy name, and sing your praises to God.  For when we sing, what 

we have to say is intensified and magnified.  When we sing our words take on a greater 

vitality, they have more meaning than when they’re just said.  Our hopes take on a reality 

that seems more possible.  Like Mary, may we give voice to a longing and a hope for the 

future shaped by God, shaped by God’s love and faithfulness, shaped by God’s values.  And 

may this future be better for those who need it to be better.  Amen.     

  


