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Jesus sat on the Mount of Olives with Peter, James, John and Andrew, who asked him, 

privately, “tell us when this will be, and what will be the sign that all these things are about 

to be accomplished”. 

If you have ever visited Jerusalem you will know what a stunning view you get from the 

Mount of Olives. The hill drops away steeply into the valley, and there, on the other side, is 

the city. Today, what dominates the scene, closest to you, is the Dome on the Rock, with 

its gold-plated dome glinting in the sun. 

In Jesus’ day, it was the Temple, newly renovated and rebuilt. King Herod began the 

restoration before Jesus was born, and it had only just been completed after over forty 

years of work. It, too, gleamed white, with bronze doors, in the sun. All that is now left is 

the Western Wall, a holy site for Jews today, where you can still see the fine stonework. 

No wonder one of his disciples was awestruck by the masonry. 

It might well be however, that, by the time Mark wrote his gospel, the temple was already in 

ruins. About forty years after Jesus taught on the Mount of Olives, the Romans overthrew a 

disastrous revolt. They laid siege to Jerusalem, took the city and laid waste the temple. No 

wonder people remembered Jesus saying that not one stone would be left upon another 

and that all would be thrown down. Was this a sign? 

Today’s reading comes from what we now call Holy Week. Although they did not know it, 

Peter, James, John and Andrew were in the calm before the storm. They had been with him 

from the beginning. They had seen him cast out demons, heal the sick, feed the hungry and 

raise the dead. They had also heard him tell them that he must suffer and die and rise again. 

All through the Gospel they had struggled to understand this. Had he not come to Galilee 

proclaiming the good news of God, saying, ‘the time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God has 

come near; repent and believe the good news’? (Mark 1.15). 

How could the rule of God begin? How could it involve his suffering and death? And yet, 

within days they would see it all unfold. And, gradually, as they knew that he was indeed 

risen from the dead, they began to see the power and glory that was around them; that this 

was the way in which the kingdom of God had come close. 

John Fenton wrote about this teaching of Jesus on the Mount of Olives, that “just as Jesus 

way to glory was through shame and humiliation, so it will be for the world also. Evil will 

have its way, and work itself out, destroying everything. It is parasitic and can only live by 

destroying its host. The disciples are not to underestimate how long this will take. They 

were not to be misled by those who think it is the end before it really is”. 

It is a hard message; but as today’s reading from Hebrews makes clear, our role is not to sit 

on the side-lines, watching it all happen, while helplessly ringing our hands. The kingdom of 

God is indeed close. The risen Lord Jesus gives us the hope we need that evil cannot win. 

Shame and humiliation are not the end, but the beginning. God will lead us, through them, 
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to his Kingdom, just as he led frightened disciples to an empty tomb and then on to Galilee 

to meet again with the risen Lord Jesus. 

The writer of Hebrews, today, exhorts us to hold onto our hope without wavering; and to 

consider how to provoke one another to love and good deeds; meeting regularly together 

and encouraging each other. That is the mission God calls us to, and, through it all, to 

proclaim the good news afresh. 

We are not called to sit on our hands and wait, while we try to work out when the end of 

the world will come. That is a counsel of despair. Rather, we are called, by Our Lord, to 

repent and believe the good news – that God’s kingdom is real; that God’s kingdom is good; 

and that it is so very close that we can reach out and almost touch it. 

News that is so good that it cannot be kept quiet. 

 

 


