
The Ven Elwin Cockett, Archdeacon of West Ham 

2nd Sunday after Trinity – 25 June 2017 

 
 
 

  

 

 

 

 

Sermon Notes  

Jeremiah 20.7-13, Romans 6.1b-11, Matthew 10.24-39 

2nd Sunday after Trinity – 25 June 2017 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Page 2 of 4 
 

Today’s Gospel reading is a minefield that many preachers would rather avoid.  

Nevertheless, handled with care, it contains much to encourage and equip any congregation. 

 

Although the passage selected starts at verse 24, it helps to put it in the context of the 

opening verses of the chapter, which describe Jesus giving the twelve disciples authority and 

sending them out to preach the good news of the Kingdom. It is in carrying out that mission 

that the disciples are to understand that, just as they do what Jesus has taught them to do, 

so they can expect to suffer the same rejection and danger as he has experienced, and 

would experience further, of course. 

 

It is a theme that has strong contemporary relevance, of course, not least when we think of 

the plight of Christians in parts of the Middle East. There are very few Western churchgoers 

who have experienced anything like the attacks on Coptic Christians in Egypt, but there will 

be those in your congregation who have been through illness, bereavement or other 

hardship and will have asked “Why me?” and might even have questioned God’s love for 

them.  For that reason, you might want to balance carefully the comfort that this passage 

offers to those who have suffered in life, and particularly for their faith, with a challenge to 

the majority of us who are at risk of being too comfortable. If the greatest price we pay for 

being Christians is to give up our Sunday mornings and put a few pounds in the collection, 

are we really living out what it means to take up our cross and follow Christ? What 

difference does being a Christian make to you and to each person in your congregation?  

 

“Anyway,” some will be thinking, “what about the promises that God makes to his people 

about his plans to prosper them?” 

 

The Old Testament, Psalm and Epistle readings are helpful. Jeremiah would have been 

familiar with those promises of prosperity, which were conditional on obedience, and yet in 

his obedience to God he was not enjoying such prosperity.  Similarly, the Psalmist’s lament 



Page 3 of 4 
 

will speak, as is so often the case, to those in your congregation whose life-experience has 

been less than ideal.  

 

So, if being a follower of Jesus Christ doesn’t necessarily come with a promise of ‘health and 

wealth’, in contrast to the claims of some preachers around the world, why should anyone 

put their trust in the Gospel?  You might want to give some thought at this stage about why 

you are doing so (and even whether you are). 

 

I have suggested three reasons: 

1. Truth. The Gospel is true. Most of the basics courses such as Alpha and Pilgrim have 

material about the proofs for the historical and theological truth of the Gospel, and 

you might like to quote examples. I have suggested that the most relevant for our 

purposes is the witness of the disciples, who would surely not have lived out their 

lives as they did if they did not know for certain that Jesus had risen from the dead 

and that his claims were true.  Truth is important, as CS Lewis explained so well in 

his oft-quoted piece about Jesus being one of three things: Mad, bad or God. The 

good news of Jesus is true, with huge implications for every single one of us. 

 

2. Significance. If we are just chemicals (as I heard someone claim today) gathered by 

chance from the dust of space, we have no significance. But if the creator of 

Universe knew you from before you were born (Ps 139), calls you by name, and 

loves you deeply, then you have huge significance. It can take a long time for some 

people to accept that God loves them and considers them to be significant members 

of his creation – not just people in general but them in particular - and so it is worth 

repeating frequently.  A key part of our task as preachers is to make known the love 

of God. When we know that we are loved, we know that we are significant. 

 

3. Purpose. It has been said that those who survived the Nazi death camps were the 

ones who had a purpose in life, something that they wanted to do once the war was 

over. Many people today feel that their lives lack purpose (“Life’s a bitch and then 

you die”) and try to fill the gap with things that never quite do it. Our true reason 
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for existence is to be the people that God created us to be, to seek his will and to 

follow it. The lives – and deaths - of some Christians will appear to others to have 

been wasted, but when viewed through the economy of the Kingdom of God can be 

seen to be glorious workings out of God’s purposes.   

 

 

All of us have reminders of our purpose. For me, this quote from the Heidelberg 

Catechism rings true: ‘What is your only comfort in life and death? That I am not my 

own but belong with body and soul, both in life and in death, to my faithful Saviour, 

Jesus Christ.’ 


