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The exchange between Jesus and Pilate in this week’s gospel reading is for me one 

of the most compelling narratives in the Bible. It seems to bring the reader right in to 

praetorium to witness the drama and tension of Christ’s arraignment before the 

Roman governor.  “Are you the King of the Jews?” asks Pilate. Jesus does not give a 

direct answer.  “Is that your own idea, or did others talk to you about me?” he replies, 

provoking Pilate to contemptuous sarcasm, “Am I a Jew –Your own people and chief 

priests handed you over to me…”  It also highlights the extent of the rejection of 

Jesus by his own people. He came unto his own, and his own received him not, the 

1st chapter of John’s Gospel tells us. And yet this was their King.  

Sometimes serious insights come from the most unlikely places – this part of the 

Passion narrative always reminds me of the Ridley Scott film, Gladiator (to which 

apparently a sequel is being planned). In the famous battle scene Maximus, General 

of the Roman armies of the North, is about to enter battle with the barbarian hordes.  

Defeat by the mighty Roman Army is inevitable. Maximus’ second in command 

Quintus observes, ‘People should know when they’re conquered.’ To which Maximus 

says, ‘Would you Quintus, would I?’  A challenging question which opens the door to 

self-examination and should be asked more frequently in real life.   

Post-resurrection, looking through the lens of 2000 years of Christian teaching it is 

easy to be stridently critical of those who handed Christ over to Pilate. This is the 

King they had been waiting and longing for. How could they make such a terrible 

mistake? And yet as we condemn their blindness and ignorance, there remains a 

challenging and uncomfortable question - Would you have recognised Jesus as 

King? Would I? 
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Today, the last Sunday of the Church year we celebrate the festival of Christ the 

King – initiated in 1925 by Pope Pius the XIth in response to the rise of fascism, and 

later adopted across the Anglican Communion. Its purpose was to focus on the 

Kingship of Christ, and the role of the church as the body of Christ in the face of 

rising secularism.  We celebrate by praising and worshipping Christ whom we 

proclaim as King.  In many churches across the land our praise will be expressed in 

songs such as Crown Him with many Crowns, and King of Kings, Majesty a great 

favourite of mine (which sadly we only sing rarely in my church as the congregation 

keep on adding an extra note at the end of each verse which infuriates our organist!) 

But as we stand at the threshold of the beginning of a new church year, in a world 

which increasingly demonstrates frightening parallels with the uncertain and 

intolerant periods leading to the rise of extremism in the 20th Century, it is perhaps 

appropriate not just to praise, but to look back and ask ourselves some searching 

and uncomfortable questions too. Not so much ‘Would we have recognized Christ 

had we been there at his trial’, but more importantly ‘How do we as followers of 

Christ recognize him as King in our lives now?’. 

In some ways it is rather difficult to understand the full measure of kingship, and 

what acknowledging or recognizing a king actually involves.  There are few absolute 

monarchs left in the world. Not least because human monarchs have never 

measured up to the ideals set by their subjects and have mostly been removed from 

power or had their powers curtailed.  But even within the flawed human model of 

kingship there are fundamental things that characterize the relationship between 

King and subject. One is reverence – where I come from there is a whole thing about 

lying down completely prostrate in front of the King. Another is obedience.  A third is 

loyalty. 
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As we celebrate Christ the King we have the opportunity to reflect on how we 

acknowledge Jesus as King. Not just within the cozy confines of church, but in our 

everyday lives. Do we long to be in his presence and come to him with reverence 

and awe?  Do we crave his approval above the approval of man?  How ready are we 

to obey him? Do we take up our crosses and follow him with courage? Are we 

willing, like him, testify to the truth?  As the secularization of the world continues 

apace, despite the best efforts of Pope Pius, are we still willing to acknowledge 

Jesus as Lord and testify to his kingdom?  

Where proper, not ceremonial monarchs reign, at the root of the relationship with 

their subjects is power. We serve a different type of King – whose kingdom is not of 

this world but is spiritual. A King who was born and came in to the world to testify to 

the truth. A King who does not rule by force, violence or oppression. A King who 

came not to be served but to serve and give his life as a ransom for many; whose 

sacrifice compels us to respond by offering our all.   A King who in Henri Nouwen’s 

words is ‘..the mocked King on the Cross as well of the King of the universe’.  In the 

chaos of the complex and competing circumstances which impact our lives day by 

day it is easy to forget that Jesus is King of the Universe. The apocalyptic vision in 

the reading from Daniel gives a glimpse of the glory and majesty of Jesus our Lord, 

Saviour and Redeemer. Let us remember this as we worship him, honour him and 

praise him as King today and always. 

Amen 

 

 

 


