
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sermon  

Truth, significance and purpose in Christ 

2nd Sunday after Trinity – 25 June 2017 
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If ever you thought that having a closer relationship with God was a route to an easy life of health, 

wealth and earthly prosperity, today’s readings tell another story.   

 

Take our first reading, in which the Old Testament prophet Jeremiah complains to God that although 

he has been doing what God asked him to do; he has become a laughing stock. ‘Everyone mocks 

me,’ he says. ‘All my close friends are watching for me to stumble.’ 

 

Today’s Psalm continues the theme: ‘For your sake have I suffered reproach; shame has covered my 

face’ and ‘Let not the water flood drown me, neither the deep swallow me up’ 

 

Then, in Romans 6, the Apostle Paul tells us ‘consider yourselves dead’ and in our Gospel reading we 

hear Jesus telling his disciples that if people called even him ‘Beelzebul’, we too can expect to be 

abused and ill-treated. Worse than that –  His warning that whoever does not take up the cross and 

follow him was not worthy of him must have been shocking to those who heard it first, because 

everyone knew that under the Roman occupation a person who was carrying a cross was on the way 

to their own execution by crucifixion. 

 

History tells us that Jesus was not speaking metaphorically. All but one of the twelve came to a violent 

end; only John surviving to live out his days in peace. And Paul spent his last few years in chains in 

Rome before he, too, was killed. None of them experienced ‘health, wealth and prosperity’. As the 

16
th
-century mystic Teresa of Avilla put it, addressing God, “If this is the way you treat your friends, it’s 

no wonder you have so few!” 

 

The question of why bad things happen to good people is a serious one. Why does God allow 

coachloads of Coptic Christians in Egypt to be blown up?  Why do good people we know suffer – 

recognising that for many of us it’s personal: My own father – a missionary doctor who spent his life 

serving the poor in India and Africa, and who was a far better Christian that I am, died at the age of 

36. Why? Why should we put our faith in a God who allows this? Why should we believe in the 

Gospel of Jesus Christ? 

 

Well, the first answer is because it is true.  
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It is true that there is a God who knows us and loves us and wants us to live in a loving relationship 

with him that transcends death itself. Knowing that truth, that you – you - are loved by God so much 

that Jesus lived and died for you, defeating death in the process, changes everything.   

 

That it is true is one of the best-attested facts of history. Would those closest to Jesus – the witnesses 

to his resurrection - have lived and died as they did if they’d thought for one minute that it wasn’t true? 

Of course they would not.  Like those disciples, we too can live our lives in the light of that truth, no 

longer enslaved by sin but alive in Christ. ‘Know the truth’ said Jesus, ‘and the truth shall set you free’ 

(John 8.32). 

 

 The second answer is about significance. The Gospel of Jesus Christ tells us who we are.  

 

We are not just bundles of dust and DNA in an endless Cosmos. We matter to God. We have 

significance to him and in him. He knows us inside out. Jesus tells us that ‘even the hairs of your head 

are all counted. So don’t be afraid; you are of more value than many sparrows’. 

 

That does not mean that life is going to be all smooth sailing. But it does mean that in the storms of 

life you need not be afraid because he is there alongside you. You matter to him. You are never 

forgotten.  And let me say this: If you’re not facing challenges in your life of faith, it might just be that 

the question you need to ask yourself is not why others are going through such things but why you 

are not. It might be that you need the encouragement to ‘push out from the shore’ and let the wind of 

the Spirit fill your sails to take you on a journey of discovery.  

 

Who knows where that journey will take you, except that God will be there with you, even when 

storms do come, as they surely will.’ And if you keep trusting him, keep putting your faith in him, that 

faith will make a profound difference to your life and to the lives of those around you - which brings 

me to the third answer:  

 

The Gospel of Jesus Christ gives purpose to the lives of those who put their faith in him.  

 

As one Christian writer put it, ‘“Don’t tell me what you believe. Tell me what difference it makes that 

you believe”.   
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God wants us to love people. He calls his followers to be peacemakers and bridge-builders. But 

sometimes your faith is going to make you unpopular and you will encounter opposition. Problems will 

arise. There are countless examples of people who have made a difference to the lives of others by 

the ways in which they have lived out their faith and made known the love of God in word and deed. 

Many of those people have been much loved, but many have also been reviled, misunderstood, 

mocked and even killed.   

 

This is to be expected, even sometimes within families. Jesus even talks about setting ‘a man against 

his father and a daughter against her mother’, although I should add a note of caution here: Sadly, 

religious leaders have too often misused this passage to exercise unhealthy control over their 

followers by requiring them to sever all family relationships.  What these difficult verses suggest, at 

least, is that there are exceptional circumstances when following Jesus with integrity will be more 

important than even our most cherished familial relationships. Taking up a cross – will, at times, 

require being more committed to truth-telling than keeping friendships.  

 

That said, you should also know that you do not face these problems alone. God in his great love for 

you is with you, and ‘is able to do immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine, according to his 

power that is at work within us.’ (Ephesians 4.20) 

 

There’s an old hymn that goes something like this: 

Will your anchor hold in the storms of life 

When the clouds unfold their wings of strife? 

When the strong tides lift and the cables strain 

Will your anchor drift or firm remain? 

 

We have an anchor that keeps the soul 

Steadfast and sure while the billows roll 

Fastened to the rock which cannot move 

Grounded firm and deep in the Saviour’s love. 

 

 

It is when we are anchored in the love of our Lord Jesus Christ and putting our trust in him, that we 

are able to face all that life can throw at us, knowing the ultimate truth that we are loved, and that our 

lives have significance and purpose in him. May that be true of you and of me, whatever tomorrow 

may bring. 


