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The Christian faith enables us to understand that God can bring peace to your past, purpose 

to your present and hope for your future; a theme that runs through the history of the 

Bible. 

 

All Saints Day, which we are celebrating today, would have little meaning without hope in 

the ultimate triumph of God and the forgiveness of his people. 

 

In the Old Testament, the prophet Isaiah expresses in picture language what will happen 

when God conclusively intervenes at the end of this age, with an emphasis on the shared 

hope of the entire people of God. 

 

For those in the past, those who have gone before us, God promises awesome blessings for 

his people, pictured here in terms of a great banquet. God offers salvation for all peoples 

and for all nations. 

 

There’s a parallel in Jesus’ story of the great banquet, to which the host had invited many 
people, but one by one they found excuses not to attend. 

 

At the end of the story the host is heard to say to his servant, ‘Go out quickly into the 

streets and alleys of the town and bring in the poor, the crippled, the blind and the lame…’ 

‘Go out to the roads and country lanes and compel them to come in, so that my house will 

be full.’ 

 

In his prophecy Isaiah insists that God will remove disgrace, suffering and death from his 

people. All this is God’s work, accomplished in his strength. 

 

His people are simply called to trust faithfully in his love. This is not a virtuous future hope, 

but the reality of God’s saving power. It will only be fully revealed in the future, but it is 

already present. 

 

And looking back, the people acknowledge that God was with them all along. 

 

These are the saints from the past and throughout history, who have responded to God’s 

love and offer of His saving grace. They have trusted in God and their faithfulness has 

revealed His faithfulness. 

 

Without them, without the message of God’s love they have shared from generation to 

generation, we wouldn’t be here today… 

 

 

If Isaiah expresses the shared hope of God’s people, our Bible reading from Revelation 21 

goes even wider than that. 

 

Here, there is a brilliant hope for the entire cosmos, the universe, in terms of his plans for 

the whole of time and space! 

 
Leading up to this point, the book of Revelation has described in vivid and symbolic 

language, the current situation of the world. 
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God is the almighty sovereign, but his rule is only acknowledged in heaven and in the hearts 

of His people on earth. 

 

Life as we know it is still marked; it’s still scarred by injustice, persecution and rebellion 

against God. 

 

The sacrifice of Jesus proclaims the resolution of this conflict, and the separation of the 

world from God is finally resolved; sorted out, symbolised by the city descending from 

heaven. 

 

God creates a new heaven and a new earth, where he will live face to face with his people 

and where they will suffer no more. 

 

This vision can be regarded as the ultimate fulfilment of the great Old Testament prophecies 

of renewal and regeneration of the world and the ushering in of a new age in which suffering 

and pain are abolished for ever. 
 

Today, as the people of God, we are called to proclaim the reality of the transforming work 

of Jesus Christ.  

 

Like the saints who have gone before us we are God’s witnesses of His amazing love and he 

wants us to share our faith with the community in which we live; to share the good news 

that Jesus brings to our lives. 

 

And as we do so, God will make all things new… 

 

 

From the shared hope of God’s people, described by the prophet Isaiah and the cosmic 

hope of Revelation, the story of the raising of Lazarus brings us to those who believe in and 

have accepted God’s saving grace and forgiveness. 

 

It brings us to a personal hope in Jesus, ‘the resurrection and the life’ (Jn 11:25). 

 

The story is personal in the sense that it relates to one individual. It also reveals the depth 

of the personal commitment Jesus makes to all. 

 

Jesus’ love for Lazarus and his sisters, Mary and Martha, coupled with his anger at the 

suffering human experience in a fallen world, moved Jesus to tears. 

 

Today, Jesus feels just as passionately about each one of us. 

 

The raising of Lazarus was an awesome miracle; one of the amazing signs which Jesus 

performs in John’s gospel to point to his authority and identity. 

 

Although the raising of Lazarus was an astounding miracle it is ‘only’ a raising back to mortal 

life. Lazarus would later die, as we all must. 
 

But, if we believe, if we are the people of God, we are also the inheritors of an even greater 

miracle. 
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Through His resurrection, Jesus has opened up the way for all who trust in him to follow, so 

that death is no longer the end, but merely the introduction to a new, transformed life 

together in the presence of God… 

 

We have both the present and future hope of the resurrection of life that Jesus offers to us, 

eternal life here on earth now and eternal life after we die, in God’s presence; the hope of 

heaven to come… 

 

The Christian faith enables us to understand the past, the present and the future hope we 

can have in a relationship with God, through his Son… 

 

Through the lives of the saints from the past and their faithfulness to God… 

 

Through our lives today as we live out our faith, sharing it with others… 

 

Through the knowledge of all that God promises; the everlasting hope for the future… 
 


