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Luke 11:1-13 (NIV) 
 

1 One day Jesus was praying in a certain place. When he finished, one of his disciples said to 

him, ‘Lord, teach us to pray, just as John taught his disciples.’ 
2 He said to them, ‘When you pray, say: 
‘“Father, 

hallowed be your name, 

your kingdom come. 
3 Give us each day our daily bread. 
4 Forgive us our sins, 

    for we also forgive everyone who sins against us. 

And lead us not into temptation.”’ 
5 Then Jesus said to them, ‘Suppose you have a friend, and you go to him at midnight and 

say, “Friend, lend me three loaves of bread; 6 a friend of mine on a journey has come to me, 

and I have no food to offer him.” 7 And suppose the one inside answers, “Don’t bother me. 

The door is already locked, and my children and I are in bed. I can’t get up and give you 

anything.” 8 I tell you, even though he will not get up and give you the bread because of 

friendship, yet because of your shameless audacity he will surely get up and give you as 

much as you need. 
9 ‘So I say to you: ask and it will be given to you; seek and you will find; knock and the door 

will be opened to you. 10 For everyone who asks receives; the one who seeks finds; and to 

the one who knocks, the door will be opened. 
11 ‘Which of you fathers, if your son asks for a fish, will give him a snake instead? 12 Or if he 

asks for an egg, will give him a scorpion? 13 If you then, though you are evil, know how to 

give good gifts to your children, how much more will your Father in heaven give the Holy 

Spirit to those who ask him!’ 

 

 

The subject of our gospel reading today is prayer… 

 

On occasions it’s hard to pray and for lots of reasons it can be a real struggle… 

 

When is the best time to pray, where is the best place to pray, how do I pray, what should I 

pray for, how long should I pray for? The questions around prayer are many and there are 

no easy or quick answers. 

 

It’s as we struggle that we need to ask God to give us a deeper understanding of what 

prayer is, asking the Holy Spirit to help us to pray in whatever way is best for us, as 

individuals and the church. 

 

In our reading the disciples are watching Jesus praying in a certain place and they probably 

realise that he’s got something they don’t! So they ask: ‘Lord, teach us to pray, just as John 

taught his disciples.’ (v1). 

 

The disciples had witnessed John the Baptist’s teaching and wanted to know what Jesus 

taught. Jesus responds with a theologically packed pattern for prayer (vs 2–4). 
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But prayer is not about formulas or techniques… Its effectiveness, its usefulness, doesn’t 

depend on the efforts of the person who prays, but on the One prayed to – that is, the 

Father (v 2a).  

 

So Jesus focuses on the nature and character of God, in what we know as the Lord’s Prayer: 

his holiness, his kingdom (v 2b), his provision for human need – both material (v 3) and 

spiritual (v 4). 

 

So much has been written about The Lord’s Prayer, and certainly the words will be among 

the best known and most repeated words in Scripture! 

 

Yet they are so few… fewer in Luke’s version than the equivalent in Matthew’s gospel 

(Matthew 6:9–13). 

 

Here, in Luke, Jesus says ‘When you pray, say …’ 

 
In Matthew, he says, ‘This, then, is how you should pray’. 

 

We can pray these words, but we can also use them as a pattern, coming to grips with what 

they mean for our lives day by day… 

 

So how come that Jesus provided such a brief prayer for his followers? 

 

Was this because he somehow thought prayer was pointless. We don’t really need to pray, 

because God already knows our needs, as some of his modern followers suggest? 

 

Or, although it might perhaps help psychologically, is there no actual value in praying 

because God doesn’t intervene, or interfere, in his universe?  

 

Neither of these ideas fit the model of Jesus. 

 

It was seeing Jesus at prayer that prompted this unnamed disciple to ask him to ‘teach us to 

pray’. 

 

If Jesus thought prayer was essentially a waste of time, it is unlikely that his engagement in 

prayer could have prompted this request! 

 

Clearly, Jesus was deeply committed to praying, and indeed Luke’s Gospel is the one that 

emphasises the praying Jesus most. 

 

Ironically, it was because Jesus was so deeply committed to prayer that we have this prayer 

at all. 

 

So, these very familiar words tell us what Christian prayer is all about. It’s a communal 

prayer: 

 

 It’s all about God and what he is like; Lord of heaven and earth. It’s all about the 

coming of his kingdom on earth; as, together, we seek God’s priorities. 
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 It’s about his care for his creation as we pray for sufficient for our needs day by day; 

then moving beyond ourselves to help provide for the hungry, who are praying this 

prayer in desperation. 

 

 It’s about the constant need of forgiveness in a broken world. We pray for 

forgiveness of our sins and then seek forgiveness of others and to put things right. 

 

 And it’s about avoiding daily the pitfalls which litter our path; asking the Father to 

help us walk in the Way of Jesus and not the negative ethos of the world. 

 

Jesus then emphasises the importance and value of prayer as he goes on to describe God’s 
constant availability and readiness to help (vs 5–8). 

 

The parable which follows (vs 5–8) is not intended to portray God as some heartless or idle 

friend who can’t be bothered to listen. 

 

Rather, it teaches that even if a bad friend will eventually respond to your pleas for help, 

how much more will a loving and gracious God respond… 

 

This is reinforced by God’s willingness to respond to all who turn to him (vs 9, 10) and to 

know his unfailing generosity (vs 11, 12). 

 

It’s clear that we are to be bold and deliberate about what we pray; to say what you want. 

 

It all comes back to the nature of the God we pray to.  

 

Even though this might be difficult for some adults or children to understand, an earthly 

father knows how to respond appropriately, in the right way, to his child’s request (vs 11–

13). 

 

If this is the case, how much more will God share his blessings – even to the point of sharing 

his very self and pouring out his Spirit upon us as we pray! 

 

So God the Father has given us his Spirit (v 13b). 

 

It’s the Spirit who teaches us to pray as we should and who, when we fumble for words, 

‘intercedes for us with groans that words cannot express’, as described by the apostle Paul 

(Romans 8:26)… 

 

The greatest challenge of this gospel passage for each of us is that it requires us to reflect on 

and evaluate our own prayer life. 
 

Do we pray alone like Jesus did? 

 

If someone saw us would they want to know how to pray like we do? 

 

Do our prayers have the depth and intimacy that Jesus’ prayers did? 
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Do we think that it’s the length of our praying or the literary skills in our prayers that 

impress God enough to answer them? 

 

Prayer is not about how earnest or impassioned we are. 

 

Nor is it about adopting the right technique. 

 

It’s all about God and what he’s really like. 

 

In the end, we don’t need formulas or techniques, but we do need to be in a relationship 

with God that entitles and enables us to call Him ‘Father’… 

 

These are crucial words about a crucial subject. 

 

Pray, not just for a greater understanding, but the willingness to put what you discover into 

practice. 
 

And as you do so, turn to God, in prayer, with renewed confidence… to know that He is 

listening and will respond… 

 

 

 

 

 


