
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sermon  

Sunday next before Lent – 3 March 2019 

Exodus 34:29-35; Psalm 99; 2 Corinthians 3:12-4:2; Luke 9:28-36 

Caring, Following, and Listening 
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Luke 9:28-36 (NIV) 
 

The Transfiguration 

 
28About eight days after Jesus said this, he took Peter, John and James with him and went up 

onto a mountain to pray. 29As he was praying, the appearance of his face changed, and his 

clothes became as bright as a flash of lightning. 30Two men, Moses and Elijah, 31appeared in 

glorious splendour, talking with Jesus. They spoke about his departure, which he was about 

to bring to fulfilment at Jerusalem. 32Peter and his companions were very sleepy, but when 

they became fully awake, they saw his glory and the two men standing with him. 33As the 

men were leaving Jesus, Peter said to him, “Master, it is good for us to be here. Let us put 

up three shelters—one for you, one for Moses and one for Elijah.” (He did not know what 

he was saying.) 
34While he was speaking, a cloud appeared and enveloped them, and they were afraid as 

they entered the cloud. 35A voice came from the cloud, saying, “This is my Son, whom I have 

chosen; listen to him.” 36When the voice had spoken, they found that Jesus was alone. The 

disciples kept this to themselves, and told no one at that time what they had seen. 

 

 

 

Our Gospel Bible reading, Luke, Chapter 9, verses 28 to 36, picks up the theme of Jesus 

standing between this world and the next; the veil being drawn aside to allow a glimpse of 

the glory of the world to come. 

 

The appearance of Moses and Elijah is important as it points to the exodus of the Old 
Testament, and also that greater moment when Jesus would lead his people out of the 

slavery of death because of their sin. 

 

Both Moses and Elijah draw attention to Jesus' central place in the salvation of the world 

and the certainty of his Second Coming; here, we see the uniqueness of Christ. 

 

Although Moses and Elijah were outstanding, they weren't on the same level as Christ, 

which is confirmed by the voice from heaven, which we read in verse 35. 'This is my Son, 

whom I have chosen; listen to him'. 

 

Following much speculation this statement confirms the true identity of Jesus. 

 

Some had said that he was John the Baptist, risen from the dead, or Elijah, reappearing after 

eight centuries, or some other resurrected prophet from former times; all popular rumours. 

 

He is, as Peter puts it, in Luke, Chapter 9, verse 20, 'The Christ of God'. 

 

Of course, this isn't the majority view, but that of those who are moved to follow Jesus. To 

them his real identity is revealed. 

 

It's in the words, 'This is my Son, whom I have chosen; listen to him', which confirms who Christ 

really is; that we find fulfilment of what is spoken in the Old Testament scriptures. 
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And in these words we are also helped in our personal walk with Christ, as well as 

describing the church as it should be, reflecting the true marks of Christ, by caring, following 

and listening… 

 

 

As we look at these words from verse 35 we find that 'Son' brings to mind the Royal 

Psalms; Psalms 2, 72 and 89, which are about King David's rule, his kingship. 

 

Here, it's the king of Israel who is spoken of as God's son. Psalm 2 proclaims in verses 6-7, ‘I 

have installed my King on Zion, my holy hill.” I will proclaim the decree of the LORD: He said to me, 

“You are my Son; today I have become your Father.' 

 

His kingship is chiefly seen in providing for and protecting his people. Psalm 72, verse13 

informs us, 'He will take pity on the weak and the needy and save the needy from death.' 

 

Christ is the royal Son, who with his wealth and power provides for all the needs of his 
people. 

 

As His church we, too, must exercise the same ministry and be a community that is 

concerned with one another's needs, caring and nourishing and building up... 

 

 

'Chosen' means the chosen Servant of the Lord, as we find described in the later chapters 

of Isaiah. 

 

In Isaiah, chapter 42, verse 1, we read. 'Here is my servant, whom I uphold, my chosen one in 

whom I delight; I will put my Spirit on him and he will bring justice to the nations.' 

 

Although he is chosen, his service for God is of such a kind that it leads him to suffering and 

death, as described in Isaiah 52 and 53, and especially Isaiah 53, verses 5 and 6:  

 

'He was pierced for our transgressions, he was crushed for our iniquities; the punishment that 

brought us peace was upon him, and by his wounds we are healed. We all, like sheep, have gone 

astray, each of us has turned to his own way; and the LORD has laid on him the iniquity of us all.' 

 

Christ is the Chosen one, the Servant, who treads the path of suffering. That's why, if we 

want to be his disciples, to follow him, then we must in a similar way take up his cross and 

set aside our own needs... 

 

 

And the command 'Listen to him' recalls Deuteronomy, chapter 18, verse15. 'The LORD 

your God will raise up for you a prophet like me from among your own brothers. You must listen to 

him.' 

 

Christ is the prophet who is to be heard and heeded. 

 
That's why the church, if it's going to carry on his work, is to be a preaching church; to 

listen to God through His word, and share the good news about Christ, his salvation and 

the hope that this brings... 
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Caring, Following, and Listening - is this how we see our lives and the life of the church 

to which we belong? 

 

Are we following Christ's example and when we proclaim Christ are we seen in this way? 

 

 

'This is my Son, whom I have chosen; listen to him'. 

 

Following these words Jesus is left on his own, the next stage of salvation to be 

accomplished by him alone; no one else can do this... 

 

One day the whole universe will see his glory, but meanwhile the cross comes before the 

crown... 

 

And for us, today, Jesus continues to stand as our mediator, our go-between. 

 
We have work to do if we really do care for one another and care for God's world. 

 

In Christ we are able to receive God's forgiveness and in due time we will experience the 

glory which is promised. 

 

We have God's word at our fingertips, words that show the saving love of God in the 

world, and words that reassure and encourage us in our faith and walk with God, in this 

world and the next... 

 

 

Let’s pray 

 

• Lord, thank you for your Son, who has set us an example of how we should live and 

respond to the needs of the world.  

 

• Lord, thank you for your Chosen one, and for our freedom to choose him 
 

• Lord, help us to Listen to your word and share its truth with others. 

 

For we ask these things in Jesus' name. Amen 

 


