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We often think we have the right outlook on an issue, when in fact we are way off beam. 

Jesus understands this tendency for us to get it wrong; especially when it comes to things 

spiritual. So, in his day, he told a few parables.  

 

In our Bible Reading, from Matthew, we discover four groups of parables emphasising four 

different aspects of the kingdom of heaven. 

 

But, what is the kingdom of heaven? The kingdom of heaven relates to the sovereignty of 

God – it’s a present reality and it’s a future hope… 

 

In these parables when Jesus says ‘The kingdom of heaven is like’ or ‘may be compared to’, 

he is referring to the parable as a whole; he doesn’t focus on the purpose of the story, but 

on what actually happens. 

 

In this first parable, Jesus describes the kingdom of heaven in terms of the mustard seed 

(vs31-32), a very small, but not the smallest of seeds in the world. 
 

We can see Jesus using the mustard seed analogy again in Matthew 17 (v20) when he refers 

to ‘faith as small as a mustard seed’ when he’s describing someone with just a tiny amount of 

faith. 

 

The point of this parable lies in the contrast between the insignificant beginnings of what 

becomes the ‘largest of garden plants’ growing to some 3m (9ft) tall. 

 

It’s probably an exaggeration to call it a tree, although the language here suggests that Jesus 

was thinking of the OT use of the tree as an image for a great empire. It’s also probable that 

the birds coming to perch in its branches represent nations gathering under its protection. 

 

The main point of the parable is the huge extent of this empire, or kingdom, which has 

developed from such small unimpressive beginnings… 

 

 

The parable of the yeast (v33) has a similar theme with its contrast between the tiny 

quantity of yeast used and the size of its effect. 

 

Bread was the staple food of the time and was made from wheat, or for those who were 

poor, from barley. The bread wasn’t leavened from fresh yeast, but by keeping a piece of 

fermented dough from the previous baking. 

 

The large amount that’s referred to is approximately 22 litres (50lb) – enough bread for a 

meal for about 100 people… 

 

 

Both parables of growth focus on the puzzle of insignificant or hidden beginnings, leading to 

a magnificent high point. 

 
The kingdom of heaven, which Jesus introduced, seemed unimpressive to many people, but 

Jesus was setting in motion a powerful process. Although it was largely hidden at the time, it 

would reach its future goal. 
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For many people today the Christian faith is unimpressive, but the reality of the kingdom of 

heaven, or kingdom of God, is that through His Son, God is victorious over sin and death 

and He reigns over all. 

 

It could be said that the way of God is not that of being showy or flamboyant, but that of 

ultimate victory… 

 

 

The next two parables (vs44-46) develop the theme of a wholehearted response. 

 

The first is the parable of the treasure (v44). In Jesus time, valuables, such as coins or jewels, 

were often hidden in a jar in the earth; common practice in a climate of uncertainty and 

oppression. 

 

We can see this practice clearly in another of Jesus’ parables (Matt 25:25), the parable of the 

talents, when one of the men, given some of the master’s money, buried it. 
 

In the parable of the treasure, the man described is probably a day-labourer working on the 

land. When he found the treasure, he covered it up again and sold everything he had in 

order to buy the field. 

 

This parable explains several aspects of the kingdom of God proclaimed by Jesus: First, it 

reveals the kingdom as something exciting and valuable. Second, it’s significant that the 

treasure is something hidden – found by some, but not visible to all. And third, there’s the 

thought of giving up everything for the sake of the kingdom. 

 

But, the real the point of the parable lies in both the joy that’s experienced in ‘finding’ the 

kingdom of heaven and a willingness to give up everything for it. 

 

One thing we should note is that it’s wrong to describe this ‘giving up’ as a sacrifice – the 

man actually sold from self interest in order to obtain something far greater. 

 

We, too, are able to experience great joy ourselves in finding the kingdom of heaven, that is, 

in a relationship with Jesus who brings it to our attention through the Holy Spirit … 

 

 

The message of the parable of the pearl (v45-46) is the same. Pearls were highly valued in 

the ancient world – and this find was almost beyond price. 

 

The action of the merchant immediately catches the imagination. In the face of the 

possibility of owning such a pearl prudent calculations give way to extravagant action. 

 

Both parables are significant in that they have two obvious features in common: First, finding 

something tremendously valuable and second, the thought of selling up everything to get it 

 

Of course, and it’s important to say, the kingdom is not something that can be bought. You 
can’t buy your way into the Christian faith or into heaven. 
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But what these parables do make clear is that in calling us to follow Jesus and to give up 

ourselves, our money and our old lives for the kingdom, Jesus is calling us to a priceless gain, 

and with great joy…! 

 

 

In the next parable, that of the net (vs46-50), there’s a direct parallel with the parable of the 

weeds, the sorting out of the good from the bad. 

 

The net is a large dragnet, which is drawn between two fishing boats or by ropes from the 

shore, collecting all fish and other creatures which would then be sorted out to remove the 

bad; specifically, those unsuitable for eating. 

 

The reference to the good and the bad is making reference to the church being a mixed (or 

mixed-up!) community. The gospels are clear that there are those who are attracted to 

Jesus, but who are also dishonest wolves in sheep’s clothing – that it’s possible to say, ‘Lord, 

Lord’, and yet not have a true relationship with Jesus. The parable of the net promises that 
judgement day will sort out the true and the false… 

 

 

Although Jesus’ words in the last verse of this passage are not normally listed as one of the 

parables in this chapter, it’s similar to them in the phrase used, ‘the kingdom of heaven is 

like’. 

 

In v51 Jesus checks that all he’s said to the disciples has been a helpful response to their 

request for him to explain the parables (in v36). From their answer we know they’ve been 

given a clear understanding of what Jesus has been teaching them. 

 

In v52 Jesus is describing his disciples as ‘workers’ for the building of the kingdom of heaven; 

the teaching he has given to them has trained them.  

 

In comparing the disciples to the owner of a house who brings out his treasures, Jesus isn’t 

merely describing them, but is also challenging them to fulfil a role. 

 

They‘ve received ‘treasure’ through his instruction, now they are to bring it out in teaching 

others; ‘new treasures as well as old.’ Jesus is having a dig here at the Jewish Scribes who 

could produce only what was old! 

 

Jesus’ teaching is new and radical, but its strength lies in the fact that it’s grounded in God’s 

eternal truths; now at last brought to light by Jesus and into the future through his disciples, 

the new scribes… 

 

So, what is the kingdom of heaven like? 

 

Simply, look at the life of Jesus and see the love he has for us, for you. 

 

The love and care he gave to people over two thousand years ago, has remained the case 
and will continue to be so. 

 

In that love, we can securely put our faith and trust in his kingdom. 


