
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sermon Notes  

Exodus 20:1-17; Psalm 19; 

1 Corinthians 1:18-25; John 2:13-22 
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Exodus 20:1-17 

Israel is camped at the foot of Mount Sinai, in the south eastern region of the Sinai peninsula 

and God summons Moses to the mountain and declares his intention to make Israel into a ‘a 

kingdom of priests and a holy nation’ (Ex 19:6). She will be set apart from other peoples and 

nations, and will be dedicated to the service of the LORD. The distinctiveness of Israel will be 

safeguarded by the covenant between God and his people, which will establish her 

distinctive identity as a people. 

Moses and Israel prepare to hear God’s covenant and in a series of ritual acts they purify 

themselves (Ex 19:10-25). There is an important insight in this passage: sinners cannot stand 

before a holy God. Something has to be done if they are to come into God’s presence, 

underlining the need for purification and holiness on the part of those who wish to draw 

near to God. This reaches its culmination in the New Testament; through faith in the 

atoning blood of Christ, when sinners are enabled to come with confidence and joy into the 

presence of a holy God. 

And so, God delivers the covenant between himself and his people Israel. The basic 

structure is usually referred to as the ‘Ten Commandments’, or the ‘Decalogue’.  

There are important similarities between the covenant between God and Israel and ancient 

near eastern covenants between monarchs and their peoples, which often opened with a 

declaration of the identity and achievements of the king in question. 

The covenant begins with a resounding affirmation that the LORD is the God who delivered 

Israel from her captivity in Egypt. Having identified himself, God lays the following ten 

conditions upon his people. The first four refer to Israel’s relationship with God, the 

remaining six to their responsibilities to other Israelites. 

20:3 They are to have no other Gods – to be faithful to the one and only God 

20:4 Idols are forbidden – only the LORD is to be worshipped 

20:7 The name of the LORD must not be misused – not to be abused or used falsely 

20:8-11 The Sabbath is to be kept holy – to observe a day of rest 

20:12 Israelites are to honour – respect - their parents 

20:13 Murder – deliberate and premeditated - is forbidden 

20:14 Adultery – breach of trust - is forbidden 

20:15 Stealing – to take from another - is forbidden 

20:16 False testimony – telling lies – is forbidden 

20:17 Coveting – envy - is forbidden 
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Psalm 19 

Psalm 19 deals with the glory of the LORD, especially as this is made known through the law. 

The two movements of this Psalm tells us something of their two concerns, described, first, 

in the opening verses (19:1-6), which speak of the way in which the glory of God is revealed 

in the natural order, especially the heavens. 

This natural knowledge of God is then enhanced and refined through a knowledge of God 

through the law of the LORD and his word, reflected in the succinctness of verses 7-10, 

declared to be ‘more precious than gold, than much pure gold… sweeter than honey, than honey 

from the honeycomb’ (19:10), with the response of the worshippers in verses 11-14. 

This is a particularly fine Psalm to reflect on, especially on a starry night, or after thinking 

about the compassion of God as revealed in his word. 

As described in verse 14: ‘May these words of my mouth and this meditation of my heart be 

pleasing in your sight, Lord, my Rock and my Redeemer.’ 

 

1 Corinthians 1:18-25 

These verses reflect the Apostle Pauls’ thoughts about the place of the cross in the 

Christian life. Paul points out how the cross lays down a challenge to human ideas of 

wisdom and power. 

The Jews insisted on looking for signs of some sort and the Greeks demanded wisdom. But, 

in the end, neither got what they were looking for. 

For Paul, Christianity is all about ‘Christ crucified’, a phrase which can mean either ‘the 

crucified person of Jesus Christ’ or ‘a crucified Messiah’. The second interpretation of the 

phrase is more likely the case as it represents a total contradiction of the Jewish belief that 

the Messiah would be a figure of triumph, which was totally contradicted by the cross. 

For Paul, human standards of wisdom, such as those associated with the Greeks, are 

overturned by the cross. As Christian believers, we need not worry when we are, by 

worldly standards, weak or foolish. Christians are only weak and foolish when judged by the 

world. In the light of the cross, those who believe are strong and wise. 

God has actively chosen what is weak and lowly in the sight of the world, in order to show 

up the total folly of worldly standards. 
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John 2:13-22 

It is the season of Passover and Jesus goes up to Jerusalem for the feast. According to 

Deuteronomy (16:16), all Jewish men were required to celebrate the Passover feast in 

Jerusalem itself. 

On this occasion, Jesus directs his attention towards the temple and the abuses which have 

found their way into its precincts. Things were brought into the Temple area, which Jesus 

deemed to be against what God wanted – selling cattle, sheep and doves, and others sitting 

at tables exchanging money. 

The result was Jesus breaking down of the market traders' stalls, which could be described 

as an acted parable – a real live story - Jesus pointing to our lives and asking questions about 

how we live them. 

 

John places the incident of the cleansing of the temple at the opening of the ministry of 

Jesus, whereas the gospels of Matthew, Mark and Luke place it during the final week of 

Jesus’’ ministry. 

The reason for this divergence is not entirely clear, although two reasons can simply explain 

the difference. First, it could be suggested that we are dealing with two different attempts to 

clean up the temple, one of which dates from the opening and the other from the close of 

Jesus’ ministry.  

Alternatively, it could be suggested that John has placed the account of the cleansing of the 

temple at the opening of Jesus’ ministry to bring out the theological importance of the 

event. In this way, John highlights the fact that Jesus was exercising judgement throughout 

his ministry and not solely at its end.  

The Jews challenged Jesus, to know on what or whose authority he had to do such things. 

Jesus answered their question in the response, 'Destroy this temple, and in three days I will 

raise it up again.' (v19) 

 

Of course, they didn't understand what Jesus was talking about. After all, it had taken 46 

years to build the temple. How on earth was he going to build it in three days?  

 

But Jesus was pointing, not to human involvement, but to his own body. 
 

The Passover would take on a special significance for Jesus, who we discover to be the true 

Passover lamb, sacrificed for the sins of the world, and would be raised to life after his death 

on the cross. 

 


