
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sermon Notes  

Genesis 29:15-28; Psalm 128; 

Romans 8:26-39; Matthew 13:31-33, 44-52 
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Genesis 29:15-28 

‘And they lived happily ever after’ is the way that traditional fairy tale romances end. But 

Jacob and Rachel’s love story has no such happy ending. In Rachel’s father, Laban, Jacob met 

his match and also his means of punishment. 

The first scene tells how Jacob, captivated by Rachel, offers Laban seven years of service in 

lieu of the normal marriage present given to the bride’s family on betrothal (v18). 

A high price to pay, but it demonstrates how taken Jacob was with Rachel, underlined by the 

comment in verse 20, that the seven years ‘seemed to him but a few days because of the 

love he had for her’. 

The second scene opens more ominously with Jacob, having served his seven years and 

impatient to marry his beloved, demanding the promised wedding celebration (v21).  

The wedding feast is duly arranged and on the first night joins who he thinks is Rachel in the 

nuptial bed. Perhaps it was very dark and perhaps large quantities of wine had flowed, but it 

was only in the morning that Jacob discovered that Laban has given him his older daughter in 

place of Rachel (v25). 

Jacob remonstrates with Laban, but he can do nothing to alter the situation. Laban has him 

over a barrel, the only concession that he makes is that Jacob can marry Rachel as a second 

wife, but only if he works another seven years for him (v27). 

There is a subtle irony here. Having left a trail of destruction in Canaan, Jacob himself is now 

well and truly deceived. As events recorded later, concerning the possession of flocks, 

makes clear, both Laban and Jacob will continue to try to deceive each other. 

 

Psalm 128 

The quiet blessings of an ordered life are traced through this psalm, as our eyes are drawn 

from the godly man to his family and finally to Israel. Here is simple devotion with its proper 

fruit of stability and peace. 

The ingredients of true happiness are near at hand, summed up as a right relationship with 

and obedience to God (v1). Hard work is taken for granted, but this psalm makes it clear, as 

in psalm 127, that enjoyment of its fruit is a gift from God (v2). 

The ‘vine’ was not only a symbol of fruitfulness, but also of sexual charm and festivity. There 

is a clear reference, directly underlining the attractiveness of this wife, matched by her 

faithfulness.  The children are the hope and promise of the future, tender growth to be 

nurtured with a zeal for a deeper relationship with God (vs3-4).  

Where the faithful gather there will be an expectation that tangible blessing will be found; 

not only blessing but a real hope of future peace for our children’s children (vs5-6). 



Page 3 of 4 
 

Romans 8:26-39 

The end of chapter 8 is spent in drawing out the consequences of the salvation which was 

outlined in the first part of the chapter. The presence of the Spirit with believers enables 

communication between them and God on a level beyond words, even beyond knowledge 

(vs26-27). 

The promise of final salvation, as guaranteed by the Spirit, means that there is absolute 

certainty about the love of God, even in the face of the most terrible tribulations of human 

circumstances (vs28, 35-36). 

Not only is God ever present with those who are believers, but for them God’s purpose is 

being furthered even in the midst of such tribulations (vs28, 37). 

This is an affirmation of the power of God, which is not defeated or frustrated, whatever 

the outward appearances might be. 

Paul draws two closing conclusions: 

First, the evil things that Christians suffer in their lives are not to be interpreted as 

punishment from God for their sins, because God, through Christ, in love, has dealt with 

their sins, so there is no need for more punishment (vs31-36). 

Second, the over-arching, conquering power of the love of God is affirmed in words which 

make clear Paul’s conviction that this love is ultimately the power that rules the universe 

(vs37-39). 

 

Matthew 13:31-33, 44-52 

The three groups of parables in our gospel reading emphasise three different aspects of the 

kingdom of heaven. 

 

First, the parables of the mustard seed (vs31-32) and the yeast (v33) continue the theme of 

the ‘organic’ kingdom which grows rather than being constructed. 

 

Both illustrate the miraculous aspects of this growth, in that it starts from very small 

beginnings but eventually develops into something many times larger.  

 

We learn here that we should never underestimate the power of small beginnings which are 

enveloped with the quality that comes from kingdom life… 

 

The parables of the treasure in the field (v44) and the pearl of great price (vs45-46) then 

illustrate the value of the Kingdom.  
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Those who find the Kingdom don’t think twice about getting rid of everything else they have 

in order to be able to possess it, such is its value. 

 

The Kingdom is costly but well worth the sacrifice. 

 

Finally, the parable of the dragnet (vs47-50) illustrates what might be called the completion 

of the Kingdom. 

 

In a way, it’s reminiscent of the parable of the weeds. It promises a final reckoning when the 

good will be sorted from the bad that has got mixed in with it on the way. (vs48-50). 

 

Its growth, its value and the final judgement of God highlight the importance of the Kingdom 

of heaven, and should also reflect our own faith and significance that we place on it. 


