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The doctrine of the Trinity is central to the Christian faith. Although it is not explicitly defined in 

scripture, the consistent witness of the Old Testament is to the sovereignty of the one God who has 

been revealed to the people of Israel, and the consistent witness of the New Testament is that this 

God has been made known in Jesus Christ and is available to us through the Holy Spirit. It is a 

doctrine that emerges as those who first knew and followed Christ reflect on their experience. Thus 

we see its importance and its meaning emerging in the pages of scripture itself. 

 

Isaiah 40. 12-17 & 27 -31 speaks of God’s creative power. God is the one who has measured the 

waters in the hollow of his hand (Vs 12). God does not faint or grow weary; God’s understanding is 

unsearchable (Vs 28). Interestingly, this passage also makes reference to the ‘spirit of the Lord’ (Vs 

13) and is one of several examples of the foreshadowing in the Old Testament of the gift of the Holy 

Spirit we experience and receive in the New. 

 

Psalm 8 is also a wonderful reflection on God’s creativity and sovereignty and of the beauty and 

harmony of creation and humanity’s place within it.  

 

2 Corinthians 13.11–13 is one of only a few passages in the New Testament where the emerging 

doctrine of the Trinity is articulated clearly. As the first Christians reflected on what God had done in 

Christ and on Christ’s person - who he was as well as what he did – it was shockingly clear to them 

that God was in the person of Jesus Christ, and that, by the Holy Spirit, Jesus was present with them 

in a new and unconstrained way. 

 

And of course in Matthew 28.16–20 you get the most explicit reference of all when Jesus 

commissions his disciples to ‘Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptising them in the 

name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit and teaching them to obey everything that I 

have commanded you. And remember, I am with you always, to the end of the age. (Vs 19 & 20). 

 

Both these passages from the New Testament illustrate how an understanding of the one God is 

evolving into an understanding of one God who is Father, Son and Holy Spirit. This becomes one of 

the most basic declarations of the Christian faith and the name of God by which people are baptised 

into the church. Hence the most primitive creedal formulas were these Trinitarian summaries of 

faith and new Christians were probably simply asked whether they believed in God in this way. And 

the reference in Matthew to ‘teaching people everything’ demonstrates how important this new 

understanding is. God is now believed to be and experienced as a community of persons: Father, Son 
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and Holy Spirit. This has been made known in Jesus Christ and is able to be entered to and 

experienced by the Holy Spirit. It is the foundation of the Christian faith – without it we are not 

Christians at all. It is also the end and consummation of the Christian life. We enjoy the company of 

God who is this community of love: we live in peace with one another and the God of love and peace 

lives with us .This is the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the communion of 

the Holy Spirit (see 2 Cor. 13. 11 & 13). 

 


