
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sermon Notes  

Amos 7:7-15; Psalm 85:8-13; 

Ephesians 1:3-14; Mark 6:14-29 
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Amos 7:7-15 

This section of the prophecy of Amos is a vision of a plumb-line, which shows how far out 

of line Israel has become. 

Israel was called into being by the LORD and true to what he intended for this great people. 

But the plumb-line shows up the extent to which Israel has departed from its purposes. 

This message of judgement is not well received by Amaziah, the priest in charge of the 

sanctuary at Bethel. It’s clear that Amaziah feels that his professional status is undermined by 

the words of this amateur, as he uses the word ‘seer’ contemptuously. 

Amos replies that he is not a professional prophet. He is just someone who the LORD has 

called to speak to the people of Israel, and that message is about the forthcoming exile. 

Amaziah may want Amos to be quiet, but the LORD, however, wants him to speak out. 

 

Psalm 85:8-13 

Out of a bleak situation this Psalm leads up to a point at which a gloriously fertile stretch of 

country comes into view. 

The psalmist is filled with optimism in the knowledge of the experience he has of God’s love 

and faithfulness. What God has yet to give will far exceed his past goodness. 

 

Ephesians 1:3-14 

This letter opens with an affirmation of Paul’s credentials as an apostle, followed by a 

remarkably powerful statement of the glory of the risen Christ. 

Paul declares that believers have been chosen from the foundations of the world to be 

adopted as sons of God, through the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ. 

God’s purposes have been made known through Jesus, so that believers might know what 

God intends for them. And their election is sealed; that is confirmed, by the indwelling of 

the Holy Spirit. 

Paul uses this image to bring out the fact that the presence of the Holy Spirit represents 

God’s seal of possession on believers. But the Spirit is more than this; he is also a ‘deposit’, 

which guarantees an inheritance of salvation. 

Paul uses what seems to have been a commercial or trading term, meaning ‘an initial 

payment which secures possession of something, with the promise to pay the full amount 

later’. 
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Therefore, Paul is declaring that the presence of the Spirit in the lives of those who believe 

is both a sign of God’s ‘ownership’ and sovereignty and the confirmation of a promise to 

give even more in the future. 

 

Mark 6:14-29 

The successes of the twelve disciples is causing a stir, the ripples of which reach the ears of 

Herod, who makes enquiries about Jesus. 

The story, which follows, draws the reader’s attention to the acute cost of discipleship, as 

these verses focus on John the Baptist and his gruesome beheading. 

In one of the best-known incidents in the Gospels, we learn of the manner in which the 

daughter of Herodias, named Salome, according to the Jewish historian Josephus, secures 

the execution of John the Baptist by putting Herod under obligation to her. 

Her mother, Herodias, dislikes John, on account of his opposition to her marriage to Herod. 

She had left her first husband, Philip, in order to marry his brother, who was Herod himself. 

John had pointed out that this was strictly against the Law of Moses, thus causing 

considerable resentment on Herodias’ part. 

John suffered and was killed for his preaching. In the knowledge of this, the question can be 

asked, ‘What will be the future for Jesus and those who minister with him?’ 

Bearing in mind the reality of John’s suffering, without him losing faith or purpose, his 

execution ‘prepares the way’ for the greater passion that lies ahead for Jesus 


