
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sermon & Lectionary Notes  

Amos 5.18-24; 1 Thess 4.13-end; Matthew 25.1-13 

Remembrance Sunday, 3rd before Advent 

12 November 2017 
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The lectionary readings are not the easiest on which to base a sermon for Remembrance 

Sunday, so these notes are mainly offered if you are preaching in preparation for Advent 

rather than at a Remembrance Service. 

Amos gives us all a shock! He highlights what happens when public worship ceases to be 

consistent with the actions and thinking of individual worshippers. God is always looking for 

righteousness and justice (perhaps a shorthand way of referring to all our inner and outer 

motivations and actions). If righteousness and justice are present in our lives individually and 

together, then worship flows from the heart and is acceptable to God. Where they are 

absent worship is a sham, and no matter how beautiful it might seem on the surface, God 

will ‘despise’, ‘not accept’, ‘not look’ and ‘not listen’.  

 The 1 Thessalonians reading is a reminder that human death does not disrupt God’s plans 

for resurrection. At a time when the church expected Jesus to return imminently, there was 

concern about believers who died beforehand. The assurance is that all believers will rise 

“to meet the Lord” (v17) together. Note the emphasis, that this is less about the believers 

meeting each other and more about them being “with the Lord forever.” The believers 

didn’t want anyone to miss out on the life to come. 

The Gospel reading from Matthew, takes us to a wedding where the bridegroom is delayed. 

Jesus draws a stark contrast between the wise bridesmaids and the foolish ones. Both are 

dealing with the same circumstances but the wise are prepared and get to enjoy the 

wedding banquet, but the foolish miss their opportunity and are excluded. The parable 

raises many questions but the core message is clear and fits within the body of Jesus’ 

teaching in Matthew 24-25 about the coming Kingdom of Heaven. We are not to be passive 

recipients of what life brings. We are not to be those who just go with the flow and see 

what happens. Rather we are to lead active lives on earth with wisdom, diligence, 

compassion and care. We are to make the most of what we have and we are to make a 

difference in the lives of others. This is what Christian discipleship demands. 

You will see that I have made a brief reference to the Gospel reading in my sermon, but if 

you have the freedom to choose, this might be an occasion to use alternative readings? 


