
 

 

 

 

God Does Not Call The Qualified, God Qualifies The Called 

LUKE 5:1-11 

29/04/2019 

 

Imagine Jesus in the first century in Roman Palestine, before picking his 

disciples, like we would do in today’s world before employing anyone or 

approving them for a higher position; in keeping to the due process or due 

diligence as it were, Jesus sends his disciples’ resume to a management 

consultant based in Jerusalem for proper vetting before firming up their 

selection as his disciples. 

 

The management position responds to Jesus in writing: 

 

Now, let me read you the letter1 – listen very carefully: 

 
																																																													
1 Adapted from The DNA of a Disciple, Imparting the life of Christ in the 21st Century 
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The subject of the Letter: Qualifications for Disciples  

 

Addressed TO: 

Jesus, Son of Joseph 

Address: Woodcrafter Carpenter Shop 

Nazareth 

 

FROM: 

Jordan Management Consultants 

Jerusalem 

 

Dear Sir: 

 

Thank you for submitting the resumes of the twelve men you have picked for 

management positions in your new organization. All of them have now 

undertaken our battery of tests; we have not only run the results through our 

computer, but also arranged personal interviews for each of them with our 

psychologist and vocational aptitude consultant. 

 

It is the staff opinion that most of your nominees are lacking in background, 

education, competency and vocational aptitude for the type of enterprise you 

are undertaking.  
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They do not yet have the experience or the team concept required for the 

role. We would recommend that you continue your search for persons of 

experience in managerial ability and proven capability. 

 

Simon Peter is emotionally unstable and given to fits of temper. Andrew has 

absolutely no qualities of leadership or the experience in taking on a more 

responsible leadership role.  

 

The two brothers, James and John, the sons of Zebedee, place personal 

interest above company loyalty. Thomas demonstrates a questioning attitude 

that would tend to undermine morale. 

 

We feel that it is our duty to tell you that Matthew has been blacklisted by the 

Greater Jerusalem Better Business Bureau.  

 

James, the son of Alphaeus, and Thaddaeus definitely have radical leanings, and 

they both registered a high score on the manic-depressive scale. 

 

One of the candidates, however, shows great potential. He is a man of ability 

and resourcefulness, meets people well, has a keen business mind and has 

contacts in high places. He is highly motivated, ambitious and responsible. We 

recommend Judas Iscariot as your controller and right-hand man. All of the 

other profiles are self-explanatory. 
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We wish you every success in your new venture. 

 

Sincerely yours, 

Jordan Management Consultants.  

 

Who? Judas Iscariot of all people, is fit? Well, we all know how that panned 

out! 

 

Though Judas is considered as underperforming, guess what – he had a unique 

calling which played a beautiful if not major role in God’s plot for our salvation. 

 

Anyway – the irony of this letter is to show that man disqualifies but 

God qualifies! 

  

When we consider the great exploits of the disciples – we learn that without 

them and their excellence in discipleship, mission and ministry, we wouldn’t be 

here today as Christians. 

 

Therefore, my message to us today is: 

 

God Does Not Call The Qualified, God Qualifies The Called 
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I often hear lay Christians say:  

“They are not good enough or qualified enough to be Evangelists or Priests or 

to work in various Christian leadership positions”.  

 

I often hear from Young People: 

“Oh I’m too young, I don’t fit in, I’m not experienced enough, I don’t think I 

have the skills, they won’t accept me” 

 

And in this country, I often hear from Ethnic Minorities: “I don’t 

think I belong, they don’t want me, they won’t accept me, I’m not educated 

enough or intelligent enough”. 

 

As a result, they withdraw themselves from participating in the vital work of mission 

and evangelism – which is the mark and duty for all baptised Christians. 

 

Peter cried, “Go away from me, Lord, for I am a sinful man!”– Moses said, 

“Yahweh you must be kidding me, you know I have no public speaking skills” 

Jeremiah said, “I’m too young.” Of course we are sinful, of course we are right 

to say that we are not worthy or qualified enough, of course we are right to 

say that we aren’t fit to stand in God’s presence and serve God, however, God 

didn’t say that about us, because God does not call the qualified, God 

qualifies the called. 
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Throughout scripture, we can see that God is in the business of calling unusual 

people from unusual places to serve perhaps an unusual God. Therefore, none 

of us is qualified except for God’s grace and the qualification God confers upon 

us. Therefore, I ask, who can disqualify us when God has qualified us for our 

salvation and for God’s service? The only person who can disqualify you is you!  

 

None of us lay ministers, churchwardens, deacons, priests, bishops came to 

our vocation fully qualified, even after our training and preparations –we are 

still works in progress. It’s vital that other Christians are encouraged that they 

need not be fully perfected nor fit a certain box before they respond to God’s 

call, because no one is perfect and we do not have a cookie-cutter approach to 

vocation discernment/selection. 

 

Sadly, we equally hear stories where sisters and brothers have been 

discouraged from ministry for no other reasons than our own human biases. 

 

This is one of the reasons why the DDO’s team is raising the tempo around: 

The Great Vocations Conversation campaign across the diocese of 

Chelmsford. 

 

The Great Vocations Conversation challenges us all (Ordained, Lay 

Licensed Ministers and every Christian) to intentionally commit to having at least one 

conversation a month, about vocation with atypical people (e.g. Ethnic Minorities, 

Young People and those who have been historically under-represented). We are 

encouraging everyone to sign up to this challenge!  
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Make this Vocations Sunday the day to launch this campaign in 

your parish! 

 

Now, some are called to a lay or sacred vocation in the Church, such as; 

Priest, Deacon, Bishop, Evangelist, Lay Readership and so on. Whereas some 

are clear about their secular vocation to be Nurses, Teachers, Doctors, 

Accountants and so on – This is not to say that we can’t hold together a 

sacred and secular vocation simultaneously.  

 

We also have those who aren’t sure if they have a calling or a vocation at all. 

It’s our duty as God’s people to help and challenge fellow sisters and brothers 

in Christ to discern and discover their specific calling. This is what Vocations 

Sunday is about, to echo Bishop John Perumbalath’s words: “Every Sunday 

Should Be a Vocations Sunday”! 

 

I have to mention that we are developing resources to be added to our new vocations 

webpage to help people on the journey to discovering or rediscovering their vocations. 

Look out for this. 

 

So, whatever our profession, what I consider to be our highest calling is the 

call to be fishers of people, the call to call others to join The Jesus 

Movement, the call to transform our world and communities through the 

life transforming and lifesaving good news of Jesus Christ. 
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I want you to imagine this: a world where happiness is forever present, a world 

where peace and tranquillity reigns, a world where justice and fairness is ever 

present, a world where everyone is working in unity and in love and a world 

where the worship and the justice of God takes precedence over every other 

thing.  

 

Imagine such a world: one minute silence. 

 

That’s the world God has called us to build. You and I, unworthy people, 

responsible for much of the world troubles, yet God is saying to us, “I have 

called you as labourers in my vineyard to build my Kingdom on earth”. That’s 

what Jesus means when he said to Simon Peter, “Don’t be afraid; from now on 

you will fish for people.” 

 

Sisters and Brothers, we live in a very desperate world, yet the harvest is 

plenteous and growing by day, the labourers are either few or can’t be 

bothered because they don’t think that they are equal to the task or qualified 

enough to join God in God’s business of restoring the world. 

 

I believe that God has put gifts and talents and ability on the inside of every 

one of us. All we need to do is to believe in ourselves and develop ourselves. 

 

Let me conclude with this tweet from Domhnall Gleeson of Harry Potter – 

you know him? If you are a fan of Harry Potter Movies, you would.  
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He tweeted: 

 

“I got very lucky with 'Harry Potter.' I got that role because 

I'm a ginger”  

 

Red hair was my only qualification! 

 

To begin your journey towards fishing men and women, boys and girls, young 

and old, and all people for God’s Kingdom, sometimes, the only qualification 

you need is a red hair! 

 

No more excuses – lets go and start fishing! 

 


